Gospel of John for Senior Class…






MESSAGE  TO  TEACHER:

This curriculum is taken from the “Living Water” Gospel of John.  Each class member should have their own copy of “Living water” to use as the text.  

Sections are to be read by the class then revised and discussed using the question guide.  

The aim of this curriculum is to encourage the young people to search the Scriptures to see for themselves what we are to learn from the written Word. 

There is no Lesson division or time frame as the intention is to move at the pace that best suits the class and the section being studied.  

* * * * * * * * * * *

INTRODUCTION:

The Gospel of John is a “Good News Book” written by the man John.  So our first question should be, “Who is this man John?”

We have met this man before in our study of the Bible.  You will remember from our study of the Book of Revelation that an old man called John was a prisoner on the Island called Patmos.  He had been sent to prison for teaching the people about Jesus his Saviour.

Can you remember something very special that happened to John while he was in prison?  Jesus came to visit him and ask him to write letters to seven churches telling them about special rewards that had been prepared for them for all eternity if they were faithful to follow Jesus in their lives here on earth.

Jesus also showed John many things that would happen in the future.  We were warned many times in the Book of Revelation to live our lives to honour God and to be faithful to Jesus in all that we do and say.

Now we are going to meet with John when he was just a very young man.  John was a fisherman with his father Zebedee and his brother James.  John did not have a good education.  He would have lived a very simple life catching fish with nets and mending the nets when they needed to be repaired. 

One day John met the man Jesus and his life was changed forever.  

It is believed that many years later John wrote this Book to share his experiences with us.  It is believed the Gospel of John was written somewhere between 

90-100 years AD.

Using the “Living Water” version of the Gospel of John read the passages mentioned and work through the activity as you study the Gospel of John.

* * * * * * * * * * *
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CHAPTER  1:  Read verses 1-5.  The Gospel of John starts with a word puzzle.    
“In the __________ was the _____ .  The _____ was ____  ___ .  The ____ was
____ .  ___ was in the _________ with ___ .  __ _____ were made ______ ___ .  
Apart from ___ not one thing was ____ .  In ___ was ____ and the ____ was the 
_____ of ___ .  The _____ shines in the _______ yet the _______ did not 
______ it.”

Make a list of everything we are told about The Word.      


1. ________________________ 

2. _______________________ 

3. ________________________

4. _______________________

5. ________________________

6. _______________________

Read verse 6-8.  Fill in the blank spaces and answer the following questions.  

“A ___ appeared sent ____ ___ .”  Who was this man? ____ .  

Verse 7 tells us why John came.  “John came to ___ ______ , to _____ about the 
____ so that __ might _____  through him.”

Testify and testimony are two word that are often repeated in the Gospel of John.  Testify means to give evidence as a witness in a court of law.  Testimony is a written or spoken statement especially one given in a court of law.  

If you were called to testify or to give a testimony in a court of law you would be telling about something that has happened that you know to be true.

“John was __ __ ____ .  John came __ _____ about the Light.”

Read verses 9-10.  Fill in the blank spaces and answer the following questions. 

“John testified or gave witness about the ___ ____ .  This Light gives light to 

_______ who comes into ___ ____ .   This true Light was __ ___ ____ .  The 
world was ____ through this true Light yet the world ___ ___ ____ ___ .”  

Who is this true Light?  ______

Make a list of everything we are told about this true Light.  

1. _______________________ 

2. _______________________ 

3. _______________________

4. _______________________

Read verses 11-13.  Fill in the blank spaces and answer the following questions. 

“This true Light came to ___ ___ but His own people ___ ___ ____ ___ .  
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But to __ ____ as did accept Him He gave the right to be ___ ______ , to 

those who ______ __ ___ ____ , who were born, not of _____ nor of the 

___ __ ___ ____ nor of the ___ __ ___ but of ___ . “

What does John tell us we have to do to become God’s children?  
_________________

Discuss what you think John means when he says, “We are born of God, not of blood, not of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man?

We can read in 2 Corinthians 5:17 what it means to be born of God.  “Anyone who belongs to Christ has become a new person.  The old life is gone; a new life has begun!”
When we are born into a family we carry on a “bloodline” that shows the characteristics of our parents, grandparents and past generations.  This tells us who we are from our family history.  To be born of God means we are from His bloodline not of the blood of our earthly family.

When we are born into a family our parents decide they would like to have a child and so you are born into their home and raised as their child.  To be born of God means we are part of God’s family by His choice.  We did not need any earthly parents or parents of the flesh to be born into God’s family.

To be born of the will of man could be talking about adoption where a child is chosen by parents who want to adopt them into their family.  Here John tells us that God does the choosing not earthly parents.

Read verses 14-15.  Fill in the blank spaces and answer the following questions.
“The ____ became _____ and _____ among us.  We saw ___ ____ , ____ as 

of the _____ _________ full of ____ and _____ .   John ______ concerning 
___ and exclaimed, “This was ___ ___ of whom I said, ‘The One coming ____ __ 
ranks _____ __ ___ because __ ___ ____ ___ .’”

Using everything you have read so far discuss why you think John could say, “The One coming after me ranks ahead of me?”  “The One coming after me was before me.”   
Who is this “One” John is talking about and what have we read about this “One”?

Read verses 16-17.  Fill in the blank spaces and answer the following questions.

“From His ______ we have __ ______, yes, ____ ___ ____ .  The ___ was given 
through _____ .  ____ and ____ came through ____ ____ .”
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Discuss what you think is the difference between the Law that Moses gave and grace and truth that came through Jesus? 

The Law of Moses was written on stone, cold and hard but grace and truth came through Jesus who was loving, forgiving and gentle.

The Law had many rules and standards that bought great punishment if they were not kept.  But Jesus offers grace [His goodness and blessings] that we do not deserve in exchange for us simply believing in who He is.  He has paid the penalty for everything we have done and can do wrong in our whole life.

The Law of Moses was “given” when God spoke to Moses through an angel on Mt. Sinai.  God wrote the Commandments on tablets of stone.  But grace and truth “came [into being]” when Jesus Himself came down from Heaven to live and die for all mankind.

Moses bought down from the mountain a tablet with written commands but Jesus lived among us showing us how we should live by the things that He did.  

What is truth?  Trust is everything we can know about Jesus and His willingness to make a way for us to live with Him for all eternity.

Read verse 18.  Fill in the blank spaces and answer the following questions.

“__ ___ has ever seen ____ .  The only _______ ___ who is _______ to the

______ _____ He has ____ ___ ____ .”  

Discuss how Jesus, the only Son of God the Father made God known to us?  

[If you need help go back and read verse 14.] 

Read verse 19-22.  Fill in the blank spaces and answer the following questions.

Who did the Jews send to question John?  ______ and _______  

It is important for us to understand who these people are because we are going to see them in many of the stories about Jesus in the Gospel of John.  We will find where they came from by reading some verses in the Old Testament.  

Read Exodus 1:1-5, 2:1-4, Numbers 3:5-10, Nehemiah 8:9-10 and discuss what you find about the Priests and Levites.  
The Priests and Levites had been appointed by God to take care of the Tabernacle and the teaching of God’s Word to the people. 

Moses was from the Tribe of Levi as was his brother Aaron.  Aaron became the first Priest.

In John 1:24 we read that it was the Pharisees who sent the Priests and Levites.  We will also hear lots about them in the Gospel of John.  The Pharisees were members of a religious group.  The name “Pharisee” means “separated one.”  They separated themselves from the world to study and teach the law.
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But the Pharisees also separated themselves from the people because they believed the ordinary people were religiously unclean.

The Pharisees made laws that were impossible to keep even for them but they expected the ordinary people to keep those laws.  The Pharisees taught that the way to God was by obeying the Law.  As we study through the Gospel of John we will see that Jesus often had clashes with the Pharisees.

We can read what Jesus thought about the Pharisees in Matthew 23:13.  Jesus said, “What sorrow awaits you teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites!  You shut the Kingdom of Heaven in men’s faces.  You yourselves do not enter, nor will you let those enter who are trying to.”

Matthew 23:27-28.  “What sorrow awaits you teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites!  You are like whitewashed tombs which look beautiful on the outside but on the inside are full of the bones of the dead and everything unclean.  In the same way, on the outside you appear to people as righteous but on the inside you are full of hypocrisy and wickedness.”

Do you think Jesus liked these people? 

In John 1:19-22 what questions did the priests and Levites ask John? 

1. ________________________ 

2. _______________________

3. ________________________

4. _______________________

5. ________________________ 



God’s people, the Jews longed for a special deliverer to set them free from the cruel rule of the Romans.  Those who studied the Old Testament writings knew of the many promises that one day a deliverer would come, a special deliverer sent from God.  Because John the Baptist was so popular with the people, the Jewish leaders thought that he might be that special deliverer.

The Jewish leaders wanted to know from John if he was the Christ, the sent One.

When John told them he was not the Christ they then asked him if he was Elijah which to us might seem like a strange question.

But again, those who had studied the writings of the Old Testament knew that God had promised to send Elijah back to them before the dreadful day of judgement would come on the earth.  

We can read about this in Malachi 4:5-6 “Look, I am sending you the prophet Elijah before the great and dreadful day of the LORD arrives.  His preaching will turn the hearts of fathers to their children and the hearts of children to their fathers.  Otherwise I will come and strike the land with a curse.”

But, what was John’s answer?  “I am not!”  And so the priest and Levites ask John if he is the Prophet.  And we ask, “Which Prophet?”
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Again those who had studied the writings of the Old Testament knew that in Deuteronomy 18:15 a special Prophet had been promised.  “Moses continued, “The LORD your God will raise up for you a Prophet like me from among your fellow Israelites.  You must listen to Him.”

And how did John answer their question?  “No!” 

Now the priests and Levites have a problem because they have no answer to give to the religious leaders who had sent them.  They need some sort of an answer from John. 

Read verse 23.  Discuss what John said about himself.  What do you think this means?  Read Isaiah 40:3-5 and discuss what you think this means about John.

John calls himself “the voice”.  John the Baptist is calling out to the people to “make a road” for the coming King.  Who do you think is this coming King? 

We can learn a very important lesson from John’s answer.  John knew who he was and he also knew why God had sent him.

John says, “I am a voice…”  John did not see himself as anyone important.  Just a voice!  A voice telling people that a King was coming and they should make themselves ready.

Read John 1:24-28 and discuss the next question the priest and Levites asked John.  “Why are you baptising people?  Who gave you this authority?”  And what did John answer them?

Again John does not focus on himself but rather he changes the attention to Jesus.  What does John say in verse 26-27?

“Among you _____ Someone ___ __ ___ ____ .  He is the One ______ ____ __ 

who ranks _____ __ __ , whose sandal straps I am ___ _____ __ ____ !”

It was the job of the lowest servant in the house to untie the straps of his master’s sandals.  John believes Jesus is so great that he is not even low enough a servant to be worthy to untie Jesus’ sandal straps. 

That’s what it means to be humble!  Who we are is not important.  All that is important is that we are pointing people to Jesus so that they can find Him as their Saviour.

Read verses 29-31.  The next day, who did John see coming towards him?  ______

When John saw Jesus what did he say?  “Look!  ___ ____ __ ___ , who takes away 

the ___ __ ___ _____ !”  And then John repeats that phrase we have read before.

“After me comes a man ___ ____ _____ __ __ , because He was ____ __ .”  

And what did John say about Jesus?  “I did not ____ ___ .”
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Why did John say he came baptising with water?  “So that He [Jesus] might be 

____ _____ __ _____ !”

Read verses 32-34.  Remember we said the word “testify” means to tell about something we know to be true.  Discuss what John testifies about in these verses.

“I observed ___ ____ coming down like a ____ out of ______ .  The Spirit _____ 

on ___ .   The One who sent me to baptise with water told me, “The One on whom 

you see the _____ _____ ____ and resting – this is He who will ______ with the 

____ _____ .’  So I have both ___ and ______ that this is the ___ __ ___ !”

[Colour the picture and draw in the dove.]
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Read verses 35-37.  The next day John was standing with two of his disciples when Jesus walked by.  

What did John say to his disciples?  “Look!  ___ ____ __ ___ !”  What did John’s 

disciples do when they heard him say this?  ____________________ 

Read verses 38-42.  In these verses we start to see Jesus gathering together His special disciples who would be with Him during His time of ministry. 

Verse 40  “One of the two who followed Jesus was ______ .  He was the brother 

of _____ ____ .”  

What did Andrew say to Simon?  “We have found the _______ !”

What did Andrew do when he found his brother Simon? 

“Andrew bought his brother to _____ .”  Jesus changed Simon’s name to Cephas 

which translates to the name _____ .  

Read verses 43-45.  The next day Jesus left for ______ .  Who did Jesus find 

along the way? ______ 

What did Jesus tell Philip to do?  “ ______ ___ !”  Philip was from the same town 

as ______ and _____ .  Who did Philip find? _________ .

What did Philip tell Nathanael? “We have found the ___ of whom _____ in the ___ 

and also the _______ wrote:  _____ ___ ___ __ ______ from ________ .”

Read verse 46.  What was Nathanael’s response to what Philip told him?  

“Can anything ____ come out of ________ .”  

And Philip told Nathaneal to “ ____ and ___ .”

Read verses 47-51. When Jesus saw Nathanael coming towards Him what did He say about Nathanael?

“This really is an _______ in whom there is __ ______ !”  Nathanael was an honest man not a hypocrite like the Pharisees we read about earlier.

Nathanael asked Jesus, “How do you ____ __ ?”  What did Jesus say to Nathanael?

“______ Philip called you, when you were _____ ___ ___ ____ , I ___ ___ .”

What did Nathanael call Jesus?  “ ____, You are the ___ __ ___ !  You are the ___ 

__ ______ !”  Jesus told Nathanael that seeing him under the fig tree was nothing compared to what he would see in the future.

Discuss what greater things Jesus told Nathanael he would see?  What do you think this could mean and when do you think this will happen.
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Remember, Jesus came to open the way to Heaven.  Jesus came to tell us what Heaven is like.  

Jesus’ disciples would be able to see through the life of Jesus that He truly was the Messiah sent from God.  They watched Jesus as He showed the wonderful healing power of God when He made the lame to walk, the blind to see, the deaf to hear and the demon possessed set free.

Angels are God special messengers sent by God to minister to us.  When Jesus was here on earth the angels would have been constantly coming from Heaven to minister to Jesus.  

We can read about angels coming from Heaven to minister to Jesus and to us in the following verses.

Matthew 4:10-11 “Then Jesus said, Away with you Satan! For it is written, ‘You shall worship the LORD your God and Him only you shall serve.’”  “Then the devil left Him and behold angels came and ministered to Him.”

Hebrews 1:13-14 “And God never said to any of the angels, “Sit in the place of honour at My right hand until I humble your enemies, making them a footstool under your feet.  Therefore, angels are only servants – spirits sent to care for people who will inherit salvation.”

Hebrews 13:2 “Don’t forget to show hospitality to strangers, for some people who have done this have entertained angels without realising it!”

* * * * * * * * * * *
CHAPTER  2:  Read verses 1-10.  Where was Jesus?  _____________________

Who was with Jesus? ______________________

What problem did they have at the wedding? _______________

Read verses 4–5.  “Woman, how does this problem concern ____ and _____ ?  
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time ____ ____ yet come.”

Jesus’ mother seems to totally ignore what He tells her.   

What does she tell the servants to do? _______________________

Read verse 6.  How many stone water jars did they have?  ____

Each jar held 20 or 30 gallons of water = about 95 litres.  

The water in these jars was used by the guests at the party 
to wash their face and hands before eating.  
Read verse 7-9.  Jesus told the servants to fill the jars with water. 
What did the servants draw out of the jars?  _______  
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Read verse 10.  What did the master of ceremonies say about the wine? 
___________________
Can you imagine inviting your friends to come and share a special meal with you and then you give them water from a wash-up bowl to drink?  

Read verse 11.  “This first of His _________ ____ Jesus performed in ___ __ 
____ and thus displayed ___ ____ .  And His disciples believed in Him.”

When Jesus was growing up there was nothing about Him that showed people who He really was.  We can read about this in Isaiah 53:2 which is from a chapter in the Old Testament that tells us about Jesus.  “My servant grew up in the LORD’S presence like a tender green shoot, like a root in dry ground.  There was nothing beautiful or majestic about His appearance, nothing to attract us to Him.” 

It was through the miracles that He did that His glory was shown to those who were looking for the Messiah.  Each time Jesus performed a miracle His disciples could see that truly He is the Son of God, the Sent One, the Christ.

Read verse 12.  Where did Jesus, His mother, His brothers and His disciples go 
after the wedding? ___________

Read verses 13-16.  “Because it was time to celebrate the _____ ______ Jesus 
went to _________ .”  
What did Jesus find in the temple courts? ______________________________ 
___________________________________

Discuss what Jesus did when He saw these things.  How do you think Jesus felt? 
What did Jesus say to these people?  “Get these things ____ __ ____!  Stop 
turning __ _____ _____ into a __________ .” 
The Temple was also a place where people came to pray and to hear scripture being read.  The Jews, God’s chosen people were allowed to go to the Temple to offer their sacrificing, pray and listen to the teaching from God’s word.  But, if you were a Gentile, that’s you and me you were not allowed to go to the Temple.  

There was a special place around the outside of the Temple where the Gentiles could bring their offerings and pass them over to the Priest.  

The Temple was so holy that only the High Priest could go into the central area called the Holy of Holies and he could only do that once a year.

But an ancient Temple was also a very loud, busy place because people needed to come and buy birds and animals that they would take to the Priests to be offered as sacrifices.  So the birds and animals were necessary.  
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Because people travelled from many different places to celebrate the Jewish festivals in Jerusalem they needed to be able to change their money into the correct currency so that they could pay for their sacrifices.

So both the selling of birds and animals and the changing of money was necessary in the Temple courtyard.  So we need to ask a question here.  “If all these things were a necessary part of temple worship why was Jesus so angry?”

To find the answer we need to read from a Book that one of Jesus’ other disciples wrote.  The Book of Matthew 21:12-13 “Jesus entered the Temple and began to drive out all the people buying and selling animals for sacrifices.  He knocked over the tables of the money changers and the chairs of those selling doves.  He said to them, “The Scriptures declare, ‘My Temple will be called a house of prayer,’ but you have turned it into a den of thieves!’” 

Instead of people being able to come and exchange their money so that they could buy birds and animals to offer to God as sacrifices, the people were being cheated and robbed by those who were doing the selling and exchanging.  

Also these people had set up their stalls in the area where the Gentiles were allowed to come and worship.  This means the area for the Gentiles was crowded so there was no respect being shown to the Gentiles who wanted to come and worship God.  These are the things that made Jesus so angry.
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Discuss what you can learn from what has happened here in the Temple.  How do you think Jesus wants us to behave when we come to Church and Sunday School?

Read verses 17-22.  When Jesus drove the money changers and the sellers out of the Temple His disciples remembered something that was written in the Old 
Testament.  “ ____ for _____ ______ will _______ __ .”
Jesus had such respect for God’s house and respect for people who wanted to come and worship that what He saw made Him burn inside with anger.

When the Jews saw what Jesus had done and heard what He said what did they ask 
for?  __________________

What did Jesus answer them?  “Destroy this _________ and I will ______ it up in 
_____ ____ .” 
The Jews thought Jesus was talking about the Temple but what was Jesus really 
talking about? __________

“When Jesus was ______ ____ ___ ____ His disciples __________ that He had 
said this.  When this happened what did Jesus’ disciples do? _______________

Read verses 23-25.  When Jesus was in Jerusalem for the Passover festival many 
people believed in Him.  Why did they believe in Jesus? ____________________

Discuss what you think verses 24-25 are talking about.  

Remember Jesus knows us better than anyone else.  He knows if we are honest and faithful to Him.  Jesus knows if people really mean what they say.  

We know that many people who said they believed in Jesus were the very people who turned Him over to be crucified.  Nobody needed to tell Jesus to watch out because these people might say today that they believe in Him but tomorrow they might turn against Him and make a false report about Him.  Jesus already knew what was in their hearts.  He knew to be careful. 
* * * * * * * * * * *
CHAPTER  3:  Read the verses.  Fill in the blanks and answer the following questions.
Go back and start reading from Chapter 2:24–3:2.

In chapter 2:24–25 we read that Jesus would not trust Himself to the people because He knew what was in the heart of man. 
Chapter 3:1 starts “But there was a man from the _________ named _________ .  
He was a ______ of the ____ .   When did this man come to visit Jesus? _______  
-13-

Discuss why you think this man visited Jesus at this time.
You can go back and read again about the Pharisees in Chapter 1:24.
Nicodemus told Jesus that the rulers of the Jews knew that Jesus was a teacher 
sent from God.  How did they know this? __________________

Read verses 3-7.  What did Jesus tell Nicodemus he had to do if he wanted to see 
the Kingdom of God? ___________________

This confused Nicodemus because he thought Jesus was talking about being born physically in the same way as a baby is born.  
But Jesus explained that first we have to be born physically of water or of the flesh.  We must first be born as a baby then we must be born of the Spirit.  
We are born of the Spirit when we accept Jesus as our Saviour and His Holy Spirit comes into us to give us the life of Jesus.

What did Jesus tell Nicodemus in verse 7?  “You all must be _____ _____ .”

Read verse 8.  We cannot see the wind, but we can see the effect of the wind.  We cannot see the wind but we can see the trees moving because the wind is blowing.

In the same way, we cannot see any physical change in a person born of the Holy Spirit, but we can see the effect of the Holy Spirit at work in that person.  We may not understand how the Holy Spirit works, but the way they live their lives, the things they say and do will show that they belong to God.
Discuss some ways we can see by a person’s life that they have the Holy Spirit living in them.
Read verse 9-10.  Even though Nicodemus was a Pharisee, a ruler of God’s people, responsible for studying and teaching the Scriptures he could not understand what Jesus was telling him. 

Read verse 11.  In this verse there is something unusual about the way Jesus addresses Himself. 
“__ speak what ___ know and ___ testify to what ___ have seen, but you all reject 
____ testimony.”  
Discuss why you think Jesus is addressing Himself in this way.

Read verses 12-13.  “If I have told you _____ ____ and you ____ _____ , how will 

you believe if I tell you _______ ____ ?”  “No one has _______ ___ _____ 

except the One who ________ from ______ - the ___ __ ___ , who is in 

_______ .”
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Jesus wanted Nicodemus to understand that the Scribes and Pharisees who were teaching the people about Heaven and God did not have the same experience as Jesus does.  Jesus came down from Heaven which is His home so He is the best One to teach us about Heaven and God.

Jesus was telling Nicodemus, no one has ever gone to Heaven and returned to tell you the things they have seen and heard.  But the Son of Man, Jesus, has come down from Heaven to tell you what He knows first hand to be true. 

Read verses 14-15.  To help Nicodemus understand what He is talking about Jesus gives him an example.  “In the same way as _____ lifted up the ________ in the 
_______ so will the ____ __ ____ be lifted up.” 
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We can read about this in Numbers 21:5-9. 
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Numbers 21:5 And the people spoke against God and against Moses: "Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and our soul loathes this worthless bread."  :6 So the LORD sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the people; and many of the people of Israel died.  :7 Therefore the people came to Moses, and said, "We have sinned, for we have spoken against the LORD and against you; pray to the LORD that He take away the serpents from us." So Moses prayed for the people.  :8 Then the LORD said to Moses, "Make a fiery serpent, and set it on a pole; and it shall be that everyone who is bitten, when he looks at it, shall live."  :9 So Moses made a bronze serpent, and put it on a pole; and so it was, if a serpent had bitten anyone, when he looked at the bronze serpent, he lived. 

Discuss why you think Jesus must be lifted up in the same way as the serpent on the pole?   Think about these things.  - Why did God send the fiery serpents?

- What is the payment for sin?  - What 2 things did the people have to do to live after they received the payment for their sin?
Read verse 16.  “For ____ so loved ___ _____ that He gave ___ ___ ______ ___ 
so that _______ ______ in ____ should not _______ but have _______ ____ .”

Using only the words in the verse, Who was given? ___ ___ 

If there is a Son then there must be a _______ .  When a father loves his son he protects him from danger.  

Discuss what is different about the relationship between this Father and Son?  Why did this Father give His Son to be killed rather than protect Him? 

Read verses 17-19.  Why did God send Jesus into the world? _________________

“Whoever ________ in Him is not ______ but whoever does not ________ is 
______ _____ because he has ___ ______ in the Name of the ___ ______ ___ 
__ ___ .”

Discuss what is described as the judgement in verse 19? 
Read verses 20-21.  “ ________ who does wicked things ____ ___ ____ and 
doesn’t come to the _____ so that his _____ may not be ______ .”  [seen]

“ He who ____ ___ _____ come to ___ ____ so it may __ ____ that ___ ____ have been accomplished [done] in God.”

Read verses 22-24.  Where did Jesus and His disciples go after He had finished 
talking to Nicodemus? __________________    
What did they do there?  _________________ and ________ 
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Who was also baptising people nearby?  _____

Read verses 25-35.  Trouble was being stirred up between Jesus and John the Baptist although they themselves were not the ones causing the trouble.  People had been going to John for baptism before Jesus came along.  Now people were choosing to go to Jesus.  

Did this upset John? ____   What was John’s reaction in verse 27?  “A person can 
receive ________ unless it is given to him ____ _______ .”
Everything we have, our life, our possessions, our Spiritual Gifts, our ministry comes from our Father in Heaven who also gives us every blessing so that we can honour and glorify Him now and for all eternity.  
John knew this so he was not concerned that people were turning from him to follow Jesus.

John’s ministry was to prepare people to receive Jesus and His message.  

What did John say in verses 28 & 30?  “I am ___ ___ _____ but I have been ____ 
_____ of Him.  “He must _______ but I must _______ .”

Discuss verses 29-31.  Who is the bride? _____  Who is the bridegroom? _______

Who is the bridegroom’s friend? ______  
Why do you think John said, “This joy of mine is complete”? 

John the Baptist uses an illustration to explain why he can say “This joy of mine is complete” even though the ministry of Jesus was attracting more people than his ministry.  
John the Baptist sees himself as the Bridegroom’s friend, the Bridegroom is Jesus and the Bride is the Kingdom of God—the church which is made up of everyone who is willing to accept Jesus as their Saviour.

In his illustration John knows from what he has seen in his culture that the Bridegroom’s friend has a position of honour because it is his responsibility to prepare everything so that the wedding day will be a special day of rejoicing for the Bridegroom and the Bride.  
Because everything has been organised so well and the Bridegroom’s friend has done everything he could to make the wedding such a special occasion, the friend is then able to rejoice with the Bridegroom.  
How happy John must have been when he saw the Bridegroom, Jesus, coming for His Bride, those who would believe in Him as their Messiah, in fact some of those people turning to Jesus were the ones that John the Baptist himself had prepared to be the Bride.  
No wonder John was able to say, “My joy is complete!”
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John now knows who Jesus is.  John is telling the people that Jesus is the One they must listen to.  John is saying, “Follow Jesus, I only came to prepare the way.”

“The One who comes from Heaven is ______ ___ .”  “The One who comes from 
Heaven testifies or tells what He has ____ and _____ but no one ______ ___ ______ .”

Read verse 32.  Compare this verse with verse 11.  Look for the words that are repeated.  Discuss what you find.  Remember a testimony is a statement of truth about something we know as fact.  “This really happened and I know it is true because I saw it and I heard what was said.”  To certify is to have evidence that something is true, to give proof.  “I have seen the Christ and I know that He truly is the Son of God, the Saviour.”

Read verses 33-34.  “Anyone who has ______ ___ ________ has certified that 
____ __ ____ .”   “For / because He whom ___ ____ speaks ____ ____ , since 
God gives the _____ ______ _______ ."

Read verses 35-36.  “ ___ ______ loves ___ ____ and has given ________ into 
___ _____ .  “Whoever _______ in the ____ has ______ ___ ; but whoever 
_________ the ____ will not see _____ , but God’s _____ _______ ____ ___ .”
Read verses 16-18 and discuss the repeated ideas between these verses and verses 35-36. 
* * * * * * * * * * *
CHAPTER  4:  Read the verses.  Fill in the blanks and answer the following questions.
In the first 3 verses of this chapter Jesus is going to teach us about how we should behave if a situation arises where our group of friends is confronted by another group who try to make trouble.

Go back and read chapter 3:25-26.  What was the problem?  A dispute!  
A dispute is a disagreement or an argument.  

Let’s put this situation into our time.  “John there is another man who is baptising people further up the river and more people are going to Him rather than coming to you.  You are not as popular as He is!”  

Read verses 1-3 and discuss what Jesus did when He heard about this problem.
1.  Did Jesus go and say that He was more important than John?
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2.  Did Jesus tell His disciples to stay and continue baptising in that area even though He knew it was causing problems for John?                                                 

3. What do you think would have happened if Jesus and His disciples had confronted the other group and started to argue with them?
4. Did Jesus have the right to continue baptising in the area where He and His disciples were?
Was the ministry of Jesus more important than John’s ministry? _____  
Read chapter 3:27-31 and discuss how John felt about Jesus.  Why do you think Jesus made the choice to leave the area?  What lessons do you think we can learn from Jesus’ actions in this situation? 
Read verses 4-6.  “Now Jesus ___ __ pass through ______ .”  We are going to find out why as we learn another very important lesson.
Jesus came to a well and sat down because He was tired.  This well was on land that 
______ had given to his son _______ .  Discuss where you have heard about these men before?  

What do these verses tell us about Jesus? ________________

Read verses 7-9.  “A woman of _______ came out to draw water.”  
What did Jesus ask her to do? _______________

Where were Jesus’ disciples at this time? _______________

Discuss the woman’s reaction to Jesus when He asked her for a drink.  What do you know about the Jews?  Who are they?  What do you know about the Samaritans?  Who are they?

You will remember the Jews from lots of Bible Lessons.  They are God’s chosen people.  They descended from Abraham.  His grandson Jacob had 12 sons and they became the leaders of the 12 tribes of Israel.  These tribes are the Jewish nation.
The Samaritans are a mixed nation of half Jewish parents and half foreign parents.  
When God’s people rebelled against Him He allowed a foreign army from Assyria to come and take many of them away as slaves.  Assyria then sent some of their people into the Land of Israel and they married the Jews who remained in the land.  
When the people from Assyria came they bought their idols but they were worried that they were not honouring the God of the land so they sent to Assyria for a Jewish priest to come and teach them how to live their lives to honour the One True God.  
Unfortunately they did not leave their idol worship but joined the teachings of the One True God to their idol worship.  
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These mixed people were despised by the Jews because of the way they lived their 
lives. 

Now carefully read verse 10.  Did Jesus argue with the woman about the Jews and 
the Samaritans? ____  To Jesus that was not important.  
Discuss what was far more important to Jesus?  

“If you knew ___ ____ __ ___ and ___ __ __ that is saying to you, ‘ ___ __ _ 
____ ‘ you would have ____ ___ and He would have given you _____ ____ !” 

Read verses 11-14.  Where did the woman think the water Jesus offered was going 
to come from? _________  Look at the question the woman asked Jesus.  “Are you 
greater than our ancestor ______ ?”  Did Jesus answer her question? ___  
What Jesus had to tell this woman was much more important than starting an argument over who was more important.  The woman was focused on physical water that only satisfies us for a short time but Jesus was focused on Spiritual living water that will satisfy us for eternity.

Read verse 15 and discuss the woman’s response.   Do you think she understood what Jesus was offering her?

Read verse 16.  Jesus seems to ask a very strange question.  
“Go call your ________ and ____ ____ ____ .”

Read verses 17-18 and discuss what Jesus knew about this woman?  
s
- Jesus knew that this woman was constantly searching for physical comfort.  
- Jesus knew this woman was suffering deep pain that could not be satisfied by
  anything physical.  
- This is why Jesus did not enter into a debate with her over physical birth or 
   physical water.

Read verses 19-22.  Notice the woman was still setting her focus on the physical to bring her satisfaction and comfort.
  “I see You are __ _______ .”  The woman then wants to debate about where is 
the right place to worship God, the place where the Samaritans worship or the place where the Jews worship.  

“You _________ worship ____ ___ __ ___ ____ .  We [Jews] worship ____ __ 
__ ____ because _______ is from the ____ .”  
Read Romans 3:1-2.  “Then what’s the advantage of being a Jew?  Is there any value in the ceremony of circumcision?  Yes, there are great benefits!  First of all, the Jews were entrusted with the whole revelation of God.” 
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And Romans 9:4-5.  “They [the Jews] are the people of Israel, chosen to be God’s adopted children.  God revealed His glory to them.  He made covenants with them and gave them His law.  He gave them the privilege of worshiping Him and receiving His wonderful promises.  Abraham, Isaac and Jacob are their ancestors and Christ Himself was an Israelite [a Jew] as far as His human nature is concerned.  And He is God, the One who rules over everything and is worthy of eternal praise!  Amen.”  

From what you read in these verses from Romans discuss what you think Jesus meant in verse 22.

Read verses 23-24.  Jesus said, “A time is coming, and is now here, when the ___ 
________ will worship ___ _____ in _____ and ____ .  God is _____ and those 
who worship Him must worship in _____ and ____ .” 

Remember the Samaritans learned about God and how to honour Him from the Jewish priests so both the Jews and the Samaritans practised a lot of rituals in what they believed was the acceptable way to worship God.  
From the Book of Revelation you will remember the Letter to the Church in Ephesus.  What was the problem this Church had?  They had lost their first love.  Revelation 2:4  “But I have this against you [church at Ephesus].  You don’t love Me or each other as you did at first.”

The problem with the Church at Ephesus was that they served and worshipped God with their hands but their hearts were somewhere else.  This is what Jesus is trying to explain to this woman.  
We can worship God anywhere because true worshippers will live a life of true worship anywhere, anytime in all that we think and say and do.  Jesus is the One who makes that all possible because through Jesus we can come to God and call Him our Father.  

Read verse 25.  How did the woman respond to Jesus?  “I know that _____ __ _____ .”  “Whenever He comes He will _____ ________ to us.”

Read verse 26.  Jesus said, “ _ __ __ .”  “ The very One ___ __ ______ to you.”

Discuss how you think you would feel if you were this woman hearing Jesus say these words.
Read verse 27.  Discuss the reaction of Jesus’ disciples when they returned from their shopping and found Jesus speaking to this woman? 
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Carefully read verses 28-33 and discuss what you find in these verses.

In these verses there are two things happening.  1. In the town and 2. At the well.  
1. The woman leaves her water jar and goes into town.  What does she do in the town?  How did the men respond to the woman?  
2. Meanwhile back at the well what do the disciples want Jesus to do?  How did Jesus respond to their demand?

Read verse 34  Jesus told them, “ __ ___ is to do the ___ __ ___ who sent Me and 
to ______ His work.”

Now carefully read the following verses.  Fill in the blank spaces and see what Jesus is teaching us through what happens next.
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Verse 35.  Remember Jesus and His disciples are sitting at the well out in the countryside where the crops are growing.  
Jesus says to His disciples, “There are still ___ ____ ____ then comes ______ .”  
Jesus is saying the crops growing in the fields are not yet ready to harvest.  But what does Jesus tell His disciples next?
“Look, I tell you, raise your eyes and observe the fields:  they are ____ ___ _____ 
_____ !”  Discuss what crop you think Jesus can see that is ready to harvest.

Verses 36-37  “The ______ receives pay and gathers ____ ___ ______ ____ so 
that both the _____ and the ______ can be glad _______.  One ____ and 
another _____ .”  
Remember the woman who went into the town.  She planted the seeds of eternal life when she told the men about Jesus.  Because the men came out to see for themselves Jesus could say the woman was the one who sowed “the seed”.  Jesus knowing our hearts knew that these men would accept Him as the Messiah, their Saviour and so He would be the One who would “reap” the harvest that would lead them to eternal life.  

Discuss who else you think was a sower in this story.  When did this happen?   

Verse 38.  Jesus used this experience as a lesson for the disciples and for us.  The seed of salvation has been scattered throughout the world.  It is now our responsibility to remind people that there is a Creator who became their Saviour so that through Him all people can have eternal life.

“Others have ______ and you have _____ ___ ____ _____ .”  Discuss who you think Jesus is talking about when He said this.
Read verses 39-42.  Remember we talked about the problems between the Jews and the Samaritans back in verse 9?  
You will also remember that Jesus is a Jew and He spent most of His time trying to show the Jews that He was their Messiah.  Go back and read chapter 1:11-12.  
Now here at this town in Samaria we have a large group of Samaritans, the people the Jews despised.  These Samaritans believed that Jesus was the Messiah who they had learned about and they trusted Him as their Saviour.

These Samaritans believed in Jesus because of the testimony of the woman.  She testified – told them about her own experience with Jesus.  They also believed in Jesus because of what He testified – told them about Himself.
Go back and read verse 4.  “Now Jesus ___ __ pass through ______ .”  At the beginning of this chapter we asked a question.  Why did Jesus have to pass through Samaria?  Discuss what we have found to be the answer to that question.
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How many groups of people learned valuable lessons through Jesus’ visit to Samaria?

What did the woman at the well learn?  What did the people in the village learn?  What did the disciples learn?  What did we learn?

Can you see now why it was so important for Jesus to “pass through Samaria”?

Read verses 43-45  Where did Jesus go after His 2 days with the Samaritans? 
______ .  This was another example of Jesus knowing our hearts.  Even though Jesus knew that many people in His own country would not accept Him, He also knew where to go to find people who would accept Him as their Messiah and Saviour.
Discuss why these people welcomed Jesus when He came to them?

Read verses 46-54.  In this story a royal official comes to ask Jesus to heal his son.

What did Jesus tell the official?  “Unless you people see ________ ____ and 
______ you will not ______ .”  

Discuss what the man did when Jesus told him that his son was healed.
The man believed that statement so he started to go home.  
Did the man believe that Jesus was the One sent to be the Saviour? ____    
The man only believed that his son was healed of his sickness. 

Discuss what happened to prove to this official that Jesus was Someone very special?  Now what did this Official and his whole household do? 

What 2 miraculous signs has Jesus now performed in Cana of Galilee? 
1. _______________

2. _______________

* * * * * * * * * * *
CHAPTER  5:  Read the verses.  Fill in the blanks and answer the following questions.
Read verses 1-14.  These verses tell us a story about Jesus healing a lame man.

Where did Jesus go for the Jewish festival? __________  
What was the name of the pool near the Sheep Gate? ________
The Sheep Gate was a gate in the wall on the north side of the city of Jerusalem.  This gate was the entry gate for the animals being bought in from the countryside to be offered as sacrifices in the temple.  
Read verses 3-4.  Discuss what was so special about this pool.  
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Read verses 5-9.  These verses tell us a story about a crippled man at the Pool who 
Jesus healed.  How long had this man been an invalid? _______

Read verses 10-11 & 16.  Now go to the Old Testament and read the following verses and discuss what was wrong with the day on which Jesus healed this man.

Exodus 20:8-11, Numbers 15:32-36 and in the New Testament Luke 13:10-16.

It was interesting that the LORD commanded the priests to offer sacrifices on the Sabbath.   We read about that in Numbers 28:9-10.  So what was the problem?  
The Jews, meaning the Pharisees who had already shown they didn’t like Jesus, were worshipping the Sabbath, not the God of the Sabbath.  
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Once again we go back to that idea of worshipping God with our hands but not with our hearts.  The Pharisees were bound by laws that kept them from being the people God intended them to be.  
God’s plan for the Jews was that they were to be the evangelists telling the world about the coming Messiah but instead of following God’s plan the Jews allowed themselves to be held in spiritual darkness by Satan.

Remember John 1:11 “He came to His own and His own people did not accept Him.”   They looked for signs and wonders but did not look at the One who was performing those signs and wonders.  The Pharisees were more interested in keeping their own man made rules and laws than they were in caring for the sick, the poor and the lost of the world.
Go back and read the story again from verses 5-15.  Discuss how you think the man might have felt when:  
1. Jesus asked him if he wanted to get well.  
2. Jesus told him to pick up his bedroll and walk.  
3. When the Jews told him he couldn’t pick up his bedroll because it was the Sabbath.

Read verses 16-18.  Discuss the two reasons given by John as to why the Jews started persecuting Jesus and trying to kill Him?

In verse 17 how did Jesus respond to the persecution and threats?  Jesus 
answered them, “ __ ______ has been _______ until now and I have been 
_______ .”

Discuss what you think Jesus meant by what He has just said.  
Read Psalm 23, Psalm 139:1-5, Philippians 2:13 and give examples of everyday life that proves to us that this statement of Jesus’ is true.  
Read verses 19-23.  Jesus explained to the Jews that the Son cannot do anything 
by Himself.  The Son can only do ____ __ ___ ___ _____ ____ .  For whatever 
the Father does, these things the Son also does __ ___ ___ ___ .  The Father 
____ the Son and shows Him ________ which He is doing.  He will show Him 
______ ____ than these so that you will __ _____ .”

In verse 21 what example did Jesus give the Jews about the future “greater 
deeds?”  “For just as the _____ ____ ___ ____ so also [in the same way] the ___ 
____ ____ to whom ___ _____.”

Who has the Father made to be our judge? ______  
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Why has the Father done this?  “So that ___ _____ will honour ___ ___ just as 
[in the same way as] they honour ___ ______ .”  “Whoever does not _____ ___ 
___ does not _____ ___ ______ who sent Him.”

Read verse 24.  Jesus said, “Whoever ____ __ ____ and ______ ___ ___ ___ 
____ __ has ______ ____ and will not come into _______ but has passed from 
_____ __ ___ .”  
Go back and read chapter 3:16-18.  From what you have read in these verses and in verse 24 discuss what you think the illustration is showing you.   Draw the cross of Jesus as the bridge between death and life.
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Read verses 24-27.  Discuss the good things that come to us when we believe in Jesus as our Saviour.

Read verses 28-29.  In these verses it seems Jesus is telling us that if we do good things in our life we will receive eternal life and live with Him forever.  So we have to ask ourselves, “Is this true from what we have studied so far in the Book of John?”  
Go back and read chapter 1:12-13, 3:16 and 5:24.  What do these verses tell us we have to do to receive eternal life?

If Jesus is not talking about doing good things to receive eternal life then what is He talking about?
Read Romans 2:5-10, 14:10-13 and Revelation 20:11-15.  There is a time coming when all mankind will stand before God to be judged for the things we have done in our life.  The good things we have done do not give us our salvation but they prove our salvation and give us our eternal rewards.  
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Those who have not believed in Jesus as their Saviour have already made a choice that will send them to the lake of fire.  Those who have trusted Jesus as their Saviour will be judged by what they did with the many blessings God gave them in their life so that they could live in a way that would honour Him.
Read verse 30.  Why did Jesus say that His judgement is just or perfectly fair?  
“Because __ __ ___ seek __ ___ ___ but the ___ __ ___ _____ who sent Me.”

Read verses 31-47.  In these verses Jesus explains to the Pharisees that He is the Promised One sent by God.  Jesus is going to show how to prove that He is the promised Messiah, the One who would win back the Kingdom from Satan and give the gift of eternal life.

Discuss how many ways you can find in these verses that Jesus uses to prove who He is.  Look for words like “testify”, “testified” and “testimony”.
In verse 31 Jesus said, “If I were to ______ about Myself, ___ _______ would 
___ __ _____ .”  Read Deuteronomy 19:15 to see why Jesus said this.
Deuteronomy 19:15  “A single witness may not testify against another person for any trespass or sin that he commits.  A matter may be legally established only on the testimony of two or three witnesses.”
Verse 32 Jesus says, “There is _______ who _______ about Me, and I know 
that ___ _______ which He gives concerning Me is valid or legally binding.”

In verse 33 Jesus says, “You have sent to ____ and he has ______ __ ___ ____ .”

What does Jesus say about John in Verse 35?  “That man was a ______ and 
______ ____ .”

Verse 36 Jesus says, “I have a _____ _______ than John’s.”  According to what 
Jesus says in this verse, what was He talking about?  _________   

Verse 37 Jesus says, “Also ___ _____ who sent Me has _____ _____ ____ __.”

Verse 39 Jesus says, “You ___ ___ ___ ______ because in them you think you 
have _____ ___, and yet it is they which _____ ____ __ .”

Read verses 42-44.  What did Jesus say was the problem with these Pharisees?  
1. “You do not have the ___ __ ___ in you.”  2. “You don’t _____ Me.”  
3. “You accept _____ from ___ _____ and don’t seek the _____ which comes from 
the ____ ___ .” 

Who did Jesus say wrote about Him in the Old Testament? ______
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Read verse 47.  Jesus says to the Pharisees, “But if you don’t believe ___ ______, 
how will you _____ ___ ____ ?” 
* * * * * * * * * * *
CHAPTER  6:  Read the verses.  Fill in the blanks and answer the following questions.
Read verses 1-3  “After these things Jesus crossed the ___ __ _____.”  Discuss why a huge crowd follow Jesus.

After Jesus arrived at the other side where did He go? _____________

Who did He sit down with? _____________

Read verse 4.  What Jewish festival was about to be celebrated? _________  
Think back to where you have heard about this event in the Old Testament? Discuss why this festival is so special to the Jews / The Children of Israel?
Read verses 5-6.  Discuss what test Jesus gave to Philip? 
Read verse 7 and Matthew 20:2 to see how long it would take to earn a denarii.  
How many days would someone have to work to earn 200 denarii? _____  How many 

months? ____   And Philip says that still won’t be enough.

Read verses 8-9.  Where did Andrew find some food? ___________  How much 
food did he bring to Jesus? ________________

Read verse 10.  How many men needed to be fed? _______

Read verse 11.  What was the first thing Jesus did after He took the loaves and 
fish?  ___________

Read verses 12-13. When everyone had eaten all they wanted what did Jesus tell 
the disciples to do? _________________  
How many baskets of food were left? ____
Read verse 14.  What did the men say after they saw Jesus perform the miracle of 
the loaves and fish?  “This man really is ___ ______ who was to come ___ ___ 
_____ !” 

Read verse 15.  Discuss what the people wanted to do to Jesus? 
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Read verses 15-17.  Where did Jesus go to get away from the people? __________  
Where did Jesus’ disciples go? __________  When the disciples got into the boat, 
where were they heading? ____________

Read verses 16-21.  Discuss what is happening in these verses.  [Note 3-4 miles is about 5 kilometres.]  What unusual events took place in this story?  How would you feel if you were in the boat?  
What did Jesus say to the disciples when He saw they were afraid?  _______ 
__________

What Jesus really said to them was “I AM, don’t be afraid.”  Have you read or heard the phrase “I AM” in the Bible?  Read Exodus 3:14 and discuss what this phrase means when Jesus uses it?  What is Jesus saying about Himself?
Read verses 22-25.  The people had seen Jesus’ disciples get into the boat and they knew that Jesus wasn’t with them when they left the shore.  
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More people started arriving in boats but because they could not find Jesus or His disciples they all got 
into their boats and crossed to __________ looking for Jesus.

Read verses 25-26.  When the people found Jesus He accused them of only wanting to be with Him because of the food He gave them to eat.

Read verse 27. Jesus explained to the people that there are 2 types of food.  
“Do not work for the food ____ ______ [our everyday food] but work for the food 
that _____ __ ______ ___ , which the ___ __ ___ will give you because ___ ___ 
______ has set His ____ __ ______ on Him.”  [That seal is like a brand on an animal.  The brand or seal tells us who owns the animal.]

Discuss what you think this verse means.  See the contrast between to food that perishes or is only useful to us for a short time and the food that lasts for ever.  What do you think that food is? 

Read verses 28-29.  What did Jesus tell the people they had to do to perform the 
works of God? ____________________

Read verse 30. What were the people always wanting Jesus to do? 
____________________

Read verses 31-33.  What Old Testament miracle did the people bring to Jesus’ 
attention? ________________  Who did Jesus say was the Bread of God?  
“For the ____ __ ___ is the ____ who came ____ ___ ______ and gives ____ to 
the ______ .”

Read verse 34.  Discuss why you think the people wanted Jesus to give them this bread.  Read chapter 4:10-15 and compare the two stories.
Read verse 35.  Jesus told the people, “I am the ____ __ ___ .”  “Whoever ____ 
__ ___ will never be ______ and whoever ______ __ ___ will never ever be 
______ .”  Compare this verse with 4:14 and discuss what you think Jesus means.

Read verse 36.   Even though the people saw the miracles Jesus performed and 
they heard the things He was telling them they still would not ______ .

Read verses 37-38.  What did Jesus say to the people to assure them that they 
could trust Him?  “The one who comes to Me __ ___ ____ ___ ___ .”  “I have come 

down from ______ not to do My will, but the will of ___ ___ ___ ____ ___ .”

Read verses 39-40.  Discuss what the will of the Father is concerning Jesus?
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Read verses 41-42.  Remember, the woman at the well first thought that the water Jesus was offering was physical water.  Now these people think that Jesus is talking about physical bread.  These people now look at Jesus and see the physical 
man.  What do they say?   “Isn’t this Jesus the Son of _____ .”

Read verses 43-44.  Once again Jesus doesn’t bother entering into their arguments.  Jesus treats these people the same way He treated the woman at the well.  He just stays focused on what is important.  
Jesus tells the people, “No one can come to Me unless ___ _____ who sent Me 
____ ___ , and I will ____ ___ __ on the ____ ___ .”
Discuss what you think Jesus means by this.  Also read verse 40 and chapter 12:32.  

1 Timothy 2:3-4 and 2 Peter 3:9 tell us that God wants everyone to be saved.  Remember, right from the beginning of creation God wanted to live with His people.  After Adam and Eve disobeyed Him the LORD made a promise to send a Saviour to defeat Satan and win back the kingdom making a way for man to come back to their creator God.  
All through human history God has been calling a special people to Himself so that they would honour and obey Him as His faithful followers.  This is how God draws us to Himself.  
He wants us to listen to His instruction and follow His commands.  
By sending Jesus, God has given us a glimpse of Himself in human form so that we can see and hear the love that God has for us.  Through the life that Jesus lived we have an example to follow.  
Our desire to follow Jesus is the power of God drawing us back to Himself so that we can have a relationship with Him just like He wanted from the beginning of time.

Read verse 45.  This verse is a quote from the Old Testament Prophet Isaiah.  
You can read this verse from Isaiah 54:13.  Jesus said, “Everyone who _____ to 
the ______ and _____ , ____ __ ___ .”
Read verse 47.  Jesus said, “There’s something I want to tell you!  Whoever 
_____ __ ___ has _____ ___ .” 

Read verses 48-51  What does Jesus call Himself? ______________

From these verses discuss the difference between the manna that the Children of Israel ate in the desert and the Bread that Jesus offers.

“Your forefathers ate the manna in the desert and they ___ .”

Eat the Bread that Jesus offers and you will ___ _____ .”

In verse 51 Jesus says something that sounds very strange.  
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Jesus said, “If anyone ____ of this Bread he will ____ ____.  The Bread which I 
will give is ___ ____, which I will give for the ___ __ ___ ____ .”

Read verse 52.  Why did this really confuse the Jews? 
“How can this man give us ___ ____ __ ___ ?”

Read verses 53-58.  Discuss what Jesus tells the Jews in these verses.  Does this seem like something too gross to imagine?  What do you think Jesus is saying?
This is the language of “sacrifice”.  In the Old Testament animals were sacrificed to show praise and thanksgiving to God and to make the payment for sin.  These animals were sacrificed in a number of different ways.  Sometimes the flesh was burned and sometimes the flesh was eaten.  
For a person to give their flesh as a sacrifice is what we would call a “hero”.  Like when someone is willing to lay down their life for another person in a rescue attempt.  Can you think of any example where this might happen?

You can read what Jesus says about this in chapter 15:13.  This is what Jesus came to earth to do.  He came as a volunteer who was willing to give His life, His body to rescue us from sin and death and hell, the kingdom of Satan. 
Jesus was willing to sacrifice His life so that we could have His eternal life.
What did John the Baptist say about Jesus in chapter 1:29.  “Look!  The ____ __ ___ who takes away the ___ __ ___ ____ .”
Now read chapter 6:4.  What special Jewish festival were the Jews celebrating at this time? _______  
Where have you heard this mentioned in the Old Testament stories?  Let’s see what that has to do with what Jesus is about to say about Himself.

No Jew would consider eating human flesh and nor would we.  This is called cannibalism.   Leviticus 17:10-14 and Acts 21:25 tells us what God’s command is concerning eating blood.
Jesus says, “Amen, Amen!”  Which means “most assuredly, what I am telling you now is the absolute truth.”

What does John say about Jesus in chapter 1:14.  “The ____ became ____ and ____ ____ __ .”

Remember, it was the people who first brought up the topic of manna “bread from Heaven” in 6:31.  Jesus then calls Himself the “Bread of Life” in 6:35 and the “living Bread” in verse 51.  At the end of verse 51 Jesus says, “And the Bread which I give 
is __ _____ , which I will give for ___ ___ of the world.”

In verse 54 what does Jesus say we have to do to receive eternal life?  
-33-

“Whoever ___ __ ____ and ____ __ ____ has eternal life.”

But we know from verse 40 that Jesus said we had to _____ in Him for eternal life.  Also read chapter 3:16.

So we need to ask, “Why has Jesus changed what we have to do to receive eternal life or has He just given us more information about what it cost Him to give us that gift of eternal life?”
Putting all these verses together we see that Jesus had to come in the flesh.  Jesus had to be able to shed His blood for the sins of the world.  

Don’t forget the festival time that is being celebrated at this time is the Passover when the people remember that the blood on the doorposts in Egypt saved them from certain death.  Read carefully Exodus 12:1-14.  This will help you to understand what Jesus is trying to tell the people.  Jesus is the Passover Lamb!

To eat the flesh and drink the blood of Jesus is to believe that the Saviour has come in the flesh just like you and me.  To feed on Jesus is to learn from Him so that we can grow up into healthy Christians who live a life that brings honour and glory to God and rich rewards for us in time and in eternity.

Read verse 59.  Where was Jesus when He was teaching these things?

____________________

Read verses 60-66.  Discuss the reaction of many of Jesus disciples / followers  after they heard what Jesus had just taught them?
Verse 60  “This teaching is ____ !  Who can _____ to it?”  Verse 64  “Jesus knew 
from the start who they were that ____ ______, and who it was that would ____ 
___ .”  Verse 66  “From that time many of His disciples _____ ____ and no longer 
______ ____ ___ .”

Verses 62-63  It’s as if Jesus is asking those listening, “If you think what I have just told you is hard to understand then listen to this.”  

“How will you react when you see the Son of Man ascending to ____ ___ ___
 ____ ?”  “You see Me as the son of Joseph but I am trying to explain to you that I am the Son of God, the Chosen One, the Messiah and after I have finished the works that the Father sent Me to do then I am going back to where I came from.”

“If you see Me only as a man then you do not understand the life that I offer because eternal life comes from the Spirit of God not from human man.”

Read verses 67-69.  What question did Jesus ask His 12 closest disciples? 
“You don’t want to __ ____ ___ , __ ___ ?”

What was Peter’s response?  “Lord to whom shall we go?  
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You have the words of ______ ____ .  And we have come to ______ and ____ 
that You are the ______ the Son of the ______ ___ !”

Read verses 70-71.  Who was Jesus talking about when He said, “One of you is a 
devil!”  ____________  To call someone a “devil” is to accuse them of having the same nature as Satan.  To be a deceiver, a liar, and a murderer, as the devil is from the beginning. 
* * * * * * * * * * *
[image: image50.jpg]



[image: image8.jpg]



-35-
CHAPTER  7:  Read the verses.  Fill in the blanks and answer the following questions.
Read verses 1-2.  Jesus stayed in Galilee because the people of ______ were trying 
to ____ ___ .  Which festival was the Jewish people about to celebrate? 
_______________
The Jewish people celebrated this festival to remember something God had done in the past.  This celebration was to remember God’s provision for them when they were wandering in the wilderness after leaving Egypt.
Even the Gentile nations were invited to come to Jerusalem to worship the Lord at this time.  At this festival the people bring sacrifices from their recent harvest.  
The Feast of Tabernacles was a special time of celebration often referred to as the “Festival of the Lord.”   You can read about this in Leviticus 23:39-44.

This festival is also called Sukkot.  It is a time when the Jewish families build huts and sleep in them overnight.  These shelters remind the Jews that they once lived in temporary shelters during the forty years in the Wilderness, depending totally on the Lord to provide for them.


Read verses 3-5.  Discuss why Jesus’ brothers wanted Him to go to Judea?

Read verses 6-10.  Discuss what Jesus’ response was to His brothers?  What do you think Jesus meant when He told His brothers, “My time hasn’t arrived yet, but your time is always at hand?”

Verse 7  Jesus told His brothers, “The world ____ __ because I ______ about it – 
that its ____ ___ ____ .”

Read verses 11-15.  The Judeans were expecting Jesus to come to Jerusalem for the festival because it was such a special celebration time.   
When they heard Jesus teaching in the temple they were surprised saying, “How 
does He know ___ _______ since He ____ ___ ______ .”

Read verses 16-17.  Who did Jesus say was His Teacher?  ___________  “If 
anyone wants to do ___ ____, he will Know about the ________, wether it is from 
___ or if I am speaking on __ ___ ________ .”

Read verses 18-19.  What did Jesus say about the person who speaks on his own 
authority? __________________  But He who is seeking the glory of the ___ 
___ ____ ___ , He is true, and there is no ______________ in Him .”  Who did 
Jesus say had given the Jews the law? _____  Did Jesus praise them for keeping 
the law? ___  So Jesus asked them, “Why are you trying to ____ __ ?”
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Read verse 20.  What did the crowd say to Jesus?  “You’ve got a _____ !  Who’s 
trying to ____ ___ ?”

Read verses 21-23.  These people wanted to kill Jesus because He was breaking the Law of Moses but Jesus challenged them because they were guilty themselves.  

Read verse 24.  What lesson does Jesus teach these people and us about the way 

we judge people?  “Stop judging by _______ __________ but judge with _____ 
__________ .”  
Jesus is criticizing the people for casting judgement on Him for something they themselves are doing.  To circumcise a child on the Sabbath might be breaking the Law of Moses that said, “You are not to work on the Sabbath”, but you circumcise anyway because that is the right thing to do.  So to heal a man on the Sabbath might be breaking the Law of Moses also but it is necessary to help the poor, the sick, the sinners who need guidance to find their way to God.
Read verses 25-26.  Because Jesus was now teaching openly and nobody was trying 
to stop Him the people started to wonder if the authorities knew that He was ___ _____ .

Read verses 27-28.  Why did the people doubt who Jesus was? _____________________

Read verse 29.  Who was Jesus talking about when He said, “I know Him because I 
am from Him, and He sent Me.” _____

Read verses 30-32.  Why did many people believe in Jesus? _________________  
How did the Pharisees and the chief priests react to this? __________________
Read verses 33-36.  Discuss what you think Jesus means in these verses.

The Dispersion among the Greeks refers to the Jews who lived outside the boundaries of Israel.  These people were often the families from God’s people who had been taken away into other nations as prisoners.  You will remember people such as Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego who were taken to Babylon as prisoners.  

The time came when these people were released and allowed to return to Israel.  Because they had been away from their homeland for such a long time and had often married foreigners, they chose to stay in the country where they had been taken.  
Even though these people lived outside of Israel they still regarded Jerusalem as their Holy City and continued to respect the spiritual guidance from those in authority in the temple.  
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Although Jesus never went to minister to these people His disciples did in years to come and the Gospel was carried far and wide.  We can read about some of their missionary outreach in the Book of Acts.  

[At the end of this chapter there is some information about the disciples who became known as The Apostles.  This information tells where they went as missionaries and what happened to them as they went to spread the Good News of salvation throughout what was then the “known world”.] 

Read verses 37-38.  Discuss what you think these verses are talking about.  
Do you remember the main reason for the Jews celebrating this Festival of Tabernacles?  This is a special time each year when they remember everything God provided for them while they were wandering through the wilderness for 40 years under the leadership of Moses.  
Do you remember from this story that the people were thirsty and there was no water for them or their animals to drink?  They cried out to Moses and accused him of bringing them out into the wilderness to die.  
Do you remember where the LORD sent Moses to find water for the people and their animals?    

Read Exodus 17:1-6, Numbers 20:1-13, John 4:13-14 and 1 Corinthians 10:-4.
What does the Apostle Paul tell us about that rock in the wilderness?  Now Jesus is standing up on the most important day of this special remembrance festival and what does He tell the people?  What do you think Jesus is teaching these Jews and us through these verses? 
Read verse 39.  What was Jesus referring to when John says, “He said this about the Spirit, whom those who believed in Him were going to receive?” 
__________________

Read verses 40-44.  When Jesus had talked to the people they were divided about what they thought of Him.  
Some said, “This really is ___ _______ .”  If we read Deuteronomy 18:15 we will see why the people thought this about Jesus.  Moses said to the people, “The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you — from your fellow Israelites; you must listen to him.”

Other said, “This is ___ _____ .” [The Chosen One, the Messiah who was promised.  This is the One sent by God to save us.]  
But still there was doubt among the people.  Others said, “Doesn’t the Scripture 
say that ___ ______ comes from _____ ____ and from the town of _________ 
where ____ ____ ?”  
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Some of the people wanted to _____ ___ , but no one ____ _____ on Him.

Read verses 45-46.  The Chief Priest and Pharisees wanted to know why the _____ 
______ hadn’t bought Jesus to them.  What did the police answer when they were 
questioned by the Chief Priests and Pharisees?  “No man ever _____ ____ ____ 
___ .”

Read verses 47-49.  Those who knew the Scriptures that told about the Law of Moses and the Promised Messiah refused to accept Jesus and His teachings but the mob of average people who the Pharisees say don’t know the Law were considered to be led astray by Jesus.  Who do you think was right, the Pharisees or the average people like you and me?

Read verses 50-52.  Do you remember Nicodemus?  We read about him in chapter 3 when he came to talk to Jesus one night.  Do you remember who Nicodemus was?  Chapter 3:1  “There was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews.”  Nicodemus had the right to challenge the temple leaders about the way they were judging Jesus because Nicodemus was one of them.  
Remember back in chapter 5:39-40 Jesus said to the Pharisees, “You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you have eternal life; and these are they which testify of Me.  :40  But you are not willing to come to Me that you may have life.”  

Everything the Pharisees needed to know about Jesus was written for them in the very Scriptures that they studied but they refused to believe that Jesus was the Promised Messiah because they expected He would be “one of them” not just a common carpenter’s son.

Go to the Old Testament which is the writings the Pharisees studied and read Isaiah 9:1-7.  Make a note of the mention of Galilee and the words, “The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.”

Who do you think Isaiah is talking about in verses 6 & 7?  ______

Apparently in the earliest writings of the Gospel of John the next verse after 7:52 is 8:12 which is very interesting after reading the passage from Isaiah where in the prophesy about Jesus Isaiah writes, “The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.”

Those who had studies the scriptures rejected their Messiah but those who had known the darkness because they were not able to study the Scriptures accepted Jesus as their Messiah and crossed over from death to life everlasting. 

* * * * * * * * * * *
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Notes from Chapter 7:35 - Ministry to the Dispersion.

After Jesus returned to Heaven His disciples/apostles travelled to many different places preaching the Gospel of Jesus.  Many of them died a martyr’s death.  

Hippolytus was once the leader of the Greek-speaking Christians in Rome.  He kept records of the ancient history of Christianity which included the ministry of Jesus’ disciples who became known as The Apostles.
  1. Peter preached the Gospel in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Betania, Italy, and Asia.  Peter was crucified by Nero in Rome with his head downward.

  2. Andrew preached to the Scythians and Thracians, and was crucified, suspended on an olive tree, at Patræ, [a town] of Achaia.

  3. John preached in Asia, was banished by Domitian the king to the isle of Patmos, where also he wrote his Gospel and saw the vision of Revelation.  He died in Ephesus, where his remains were sought for, but could not be found.

  4. James, John’s brother, when preaching in Judea, had his head cut off with the sword by Herod the tetrarch, and was buried there.
   

  5. Philip preached in Phrygia, and was crucified in Hierapolis with his head downward in the time of Domitian.
  6. Bartholomew preached to the Indians, to whom he also gave the Gospel according to Matthew.  He was crucified with his head downward.

  7. Matthew wrote the Gospel in the Hebrew tongue, and published it at Jerusalem.  He died in Hierees, a town in Parthia.

  8. Thomas preached to the Parthians, Medes, Persians, Hyrcanians, Bactrians, and Margians, and was thrust through in the four members of his body with a pine spear at Calamene, the city of India, and was buried there.
     

  9. James the son of Alphæus, when preaching in Jerusalem, was stoned to death by the Jews, and was buried there beside the temple.
    
 10. Jude preached to the people of Edessa, and to all Mesopotamia.  He died at Berytus and was buried there.
     
 11. Simon the Zealot, the son of Clopas became bishop of Jerusalem after James the Just.  He died in Jerusalem at the age of 120 years.

 12. Matthias, who was one of the seventy, was numbered along with the eleven apostles.  He preached in Jerusalem where he also died.

 13. Paul entered into the apostleship a year after Jesus returned to Heaven.  Beginning at Jerusalem, he travelled as far as Illyricum, Italy, and Spain, preaching the Gospel for 35 years.  In the time of Nero he was beheaded at Rome.
* * * * * * * * * * *
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CHAPTER  8:  Read the verses.  Fill in the blanks and answer the following questions.
Read verse 1.  Where did Jesus spend the night?  “Jesus went to the  ______ __ 
______ .”  This was a place where Jesus often spent his time in prayer.  It played an important part in Old Testament history and will play a very important part in the future.  We will see Jesus visit this place often during His ministry. 

Read verse 2.  “At the _____ __ _____ Jesus went to the _______ ______ 
again and all the ______ were coming to Him.  And He ___ ____ and began to 
_____ ____ .”

Read verses 3-6.  Discuss what is happening in these verses.  How can you tell that the Scribes and Pharisees were not interested in a fair trial over the issue of adultery? 
You can read the command from Moses that the Scribes and Pharisees are referring to in Leviticus 20:10 which says, “If a man commits adultery with his neighbour’s wife, both the adulterer and the adulteress must be put to death.”

Who is missing in this “trial” if the woman was caught committing adultery?  This 
accusation about the woman wasn’t about what she had done but a ____ to see how Jesus would react.

Read verses 6-7.  What did Jesus do? “Jesus ______ ____ and ______ __ _____ 
on the ground with ___ ______ .”  The men kept pestering Jesus so He said to 
them, “Let him who is _______ ___ among you be the _____ to _____ _ _____ at her!”

Read verse 8-11.  Discuss what the Scribes and Pharisees did.  Why do you think they did this?  
What did Jesus say to the woman in verse 11? “I do not _______ you, go and don’t 

___ ___ ____ .”  

Read verse 12.  What did Jesus say to the people?  “I am the ____ __ ___ ____ .  

Whoever ______ ___ will not ____ __ _______, but will have the _____ __ 

____ .”
During the Jewish festival of Tabernacles that is being celebrated at this time there was a special lamp-lighting ceremony every evening.  It is said the light from the lamps filled every courtyard in the city.  This was a time of great celebration.

Remember what the Prophet Isaiah said when he prophesied about the time when Jesus would come.  “The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.”

-41-
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Read verses 13-18.  The Pharisees are once again going to question Jesus about His authority to teach the truth about Himself and His Father who sent Him.

We have already seen that it is required that there are two witnesses for something to be declared true.

Discuss why Jesus was able to say that the things He said about Himself were true.

In verse 18 Jesus says, “I am ___ ___ who testifies concerning _____ , and the 

______ who sent Me ______ _______ ___ .”

Read verse 19.  What question did the Pharisees ask Jesus?  “Where is Your

______ ?”   
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What did Jesus say to the Pharisees?  “If you knew ___, you would also ____ __

______ .”  Remember, these Pharisees are the men who study the Scriptures so that they can give spiritual guidance to God’s people.  The Messiah, the Promised Saviour is standing here in the temple teaching the people and the Pharisees still refuse to recognise Him as the Son of God.

Read verse 21-22.  Compare these verses with Chapter 7:33-36.  In Chapter 7 the Pharisees thought Jesus was going to the Dispersion among the Greeks.  Now they think He is going to kill Himself.

Verse 21 “I am ____ ____ , and you will ____ ___ ___ , but you will ___ __ ____ 

___ .”

Jesus was not forced to go to the cross.  He made a choice to die so that you and I could have His everlasting life.  Jesus warns the Pharisees that they would continue to look for their Messiah, the One who was promised to come to them according to the Scriptures, but because they refuse to accept Jesus as their Messiah they would die in their sin of unbelief.

Read verses 23-24.  Why did Jesus say the Pharisees would die in their sin?

_______________________

Read verses 25-29.  Discuss what Jesus answered the Pharisees when they asked Him, “Who are You?”  What did Jesus tell the Pharisees about the Father who sent Him?

Why did Jesus say the Father has not left Him alone?  _____________________

_________________  

Read verses 30-32. What did Jesus say to the Jews who believed in Him?  “If you 

____ __ ___ ____ , you really are ___ ______ .  And you will know the _____, and 

the _____ will ___ ___ ____ .” 

Now carefully read verse 33 and see what the Jews had to say about what Jesus just told them.  Note the people’s reaction to Jesus.  “We have never been enslaved to anyone!” 

Discuss what you can remember about the history of the Jewish people.  What do you remember about Moses and his family?  What about Daniel, Shadrach and Meshach?  Even at the very time when these people are living, their country of Israel is being controlled by Romans not Jews.

Read verses 34-36.  Notice once again Jesus does not argue with the people even though He knows the truth.  

-43-

There is only one thing that is important to Jesus as He interacts with the people and that is to show them their need of a Saviour to deliver them from sin and death and Satan and lead them to eternal life.

When Jesus talked to the people about being set free what was He talking about?

“Whoever commits sin is a ____ __ ___.”  “If the Son sets you ____ , you really 

will __ ____ .”

Carefully read verses 37-47.  In these verses Jesus is going to have a debate with the Jews about who is their father.  

Who does Jesus say is His Father? ____ 

Who do the Jews say is their father? ________ and ____

Who does Jesus say is the father of the Jews? _________

Discuss what Jesus says about His relationship with His Father [verses 40 & 42] compared to the relationship the Jews have with their father [verse 44].

In verse 47 how did Jesus say we would know the people who belong to God?

“Anyone who belongs to God, _____ __ ____ _____ .”

Why did Jesus say the Jews don’t listen to Him?  “Because you ____ _____ __ 

___ .”

Read verses 48-53.  Did the Jews understand what Jesus has just told them? ___

Discuss what the Jews accuse Jesus of in verse 48.  What did these accusations mean?

In verse 51 Jesus says something else that really upsets the Jews.  “ ____ , ____ , I tell you, if anyone ____ ___ ____ he will never ___ _____ .” 

Discuss how the Jews responded to this latest statement from Jesus.

Read verses 54-59.  What does Jesus say about Abraham in verse 56?  “Your 

_____ Abraham was ________ to see ___ ___ , and he saw it and ___ ____ .” 

We could respond to the words of Jesus in exactly the same way as the Jews did in verse 57.  Abraham lived a very long time before Jesus.  So what do you think Jesus means by these words?

Read Genesis 12:1-3, 22:18 and Romans 4:3 and discuss what you think Jesus means by what He has just told the Jews.

Discuss why the Jews picked up stones to throw at Jesus.  

Notice the words in verse 58 that we have seen before.  Who does Jesus call 

Himself?  “ ______ !”  Do you remember what this means?

* * * * * * * * * * *
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CHAPTER  9:  Read the verses.  Fill in the blanks and answer the following questions.
Read verses 1-3.  What was wrong with the man Jesus saw? ____________ 

What question did the disciples ask Jesus?  “Who ______ , this man or ___ 

______ , that he was ____ _____ ?”

What answer did Jesus give to His disciples?  “Neither this man ______ nor ___ 

______ , but this came about so that ____ _____ ____ ___ _______ in him.”

Read verse 4.  Discuss what you think Jesus is talking about in this verse.

Jesus could be referring to the fact that we can only see to work in the daylight so we should do as much as we can while we can see.  Remember there was no electricity in Jesus time.  

There are two other things that Jesus could be referring to.  We only have a certain amount of days allotted to us by God so we should work for Him while we have the opportunity to do so.  

Also Jesus knew that the time was coming for Him to die.  When He talks about working in the day He could be saying He knows that His death is coming so He must finish everything God sent Him to do.  We can see this by what He says in verse 5. 

Verse 5.  “As long as I am in the world, “ __ __ ___ ____ __ ___ ____ .”
Read verse 6.  What did Jesus do to the blind man?  “Jesus ___ __ ___ _____ , 

____ ____ ____ ___ _____ , and spread the ____ on the blind man’s ____ .”

Read verse 7.  What did Jesus tell the blind man to do?  “Go, ____ __ ___ ____ 

__ _____ .”  When was the blind man healed?  “So he ____ and ______ , and ____ 

____ seeing.”

Read verses 8-12.  The neighbours and those who had seen this man when he was a blind beggar are now trying to work out what has happened.  They asked the man how did it happen that his eyes were opened.  What did he tell them?

“A man named _____ made ____, spread it on my eyes, and told me, ‘Go to the ___ 

of _____ and ____.’  So when I ____ and _____ I received my _____ !”

Read verses 13-16.  We have seen this problem before with the miracles Jesus performed.  Discuss what it is that has upset these Pharisees?

In Matthew 9:34 we see what the Pharisees thought about Jesus.  “But the Pharisees said, ‘It is by the prince of demons that He drives out demons.’"  

-45-
But there were some among the Pharisees who knew the truth about Jesus.  What 
was their response to the other Pharisees?  “How can a _____ ___ perform such 

________ ____ ?”
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Read verses 17-23.  This has now become a serious matter.  Discuss why the parents of the blind man were afraid to say who heal their son?  What do you think it means in verse 22, “to be barred from the synagogue”?

-46-
To be barred from the synagogue or temple was something all Jews feared.  For a lighter offence a Jew would be forbidden to enter the synagogue or temple for 30 days.  During those 30 days that person was not allowed to go within 2 meters of anyone who was a Jew, even friends or family members. 

The other barring for more serious offences, a Jew would be cast out forever from worshipping in the synagogue or temple.  This person would be cursed and excluded from all contact with other Jews.  No other Jew was allowed to sell anything to this person even the things that were necessary like food.  This was probably what the people had been told would happen to them if they confessed that Jesus was the promised Messiah. 

That would then explain why the blind man’s parents were afraid to answer the Pharisees. 

Read verse 24-27.  The Pharisees are determined to change the mind of this man who has just received the amazing miracle of sight.  What did the man say to the 

Pharisees in verse 25?  “Whether or not He’s __ _____ , I don’t know.  One thing I 

do know; ______ __ ___ ____ , now I ___ !”

Read verses 27-34.  Discuss why the Pharisees threw out this man who had been healed of his blindness.  Notice once again we see the Pharisees claiming to be Moses’ disciples but rejecting Jesus as the Promised Messiah who Moses told them about in the Old Testament Scriptures.

What did the man say to the Pharisees in verses 31-33 that upset them so much?

“We know that God _____ _____ __ _____ ; but if anyone is _________ and does 

___ ___ , He ______ __ ___ .  Since ____ _____ it has been unheard of the 

anyone ______ ___ ____ of a person ____ ____ !  If this man were not from ___ 

He wouldn’t be able to do _______ .” 

Read verses 35-38.  Notice first that Jesus went to find the man.  You will see why that is important when we study the next chapter.

When Jesus asked the man if he believed in the Son of God, what did the man 

answer?  “Who is He, Sir, that I may _____ __ ___ ?”

“You have both ____ ___ and ___ __ ___ ___ who is ______ ____ ___ .”  

We have seen this response from Jesus before in chapter 4:26.  

What was the man’s reaction to what Jesus just said?  “Lord, __ _____ !”  And he 

________ ___ .”
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Read verses 39-41.  Discuss the difference between this man who Jesus healed of two counts of blindness and the Pharisees who refuse to be healed of their blindness.

The man was both physically and spiritually blind but has now received both physical and spiritual sight through Jesus.  The Pharisees believe they are spiritual guides who can see the deep spiritual side of the Scriptures.  They refuse to believe in Jesus and so they stay blind to the truth.  

Jesus is the Promised Messiah who came to give true spiritual sight so that people could see Him for who He really is, the Son of God who can set us free from sin and death and spiritual bondage and give us His everlasting life.

What is Jesus telling the Pharisees in verse 41?  If you were blind you would know it and like the man who was born blind you would ask, “Who is He, Sir that I may believe in Him?”  And then your sin would be forgiven.  But your sin remains because in your pride you say, “We see the truth of the Scriptures!”  But you refuse to accept that I am the Promised Messiah.  And so, your sin remains with you.

* * * * * * * * * * *
CHAPTER  10:  Read the verses.  Fill in the blanks and answer the following questions.
Jesus continues talking to the Pharisees.  He is going to use something that is familiar to the people to teach them some very important lessons.  Let’s see what we can also learn from this chapter.

Go back and start reading from chapter 9:40 - 10:4.  Discuss the image that Jesus is using in these verses.  “Anyone who doesn’t enter ___ ______ by the ____ , but 

_____ __ ____ ____ ___ , he is a ____ and a ______ .”  “But the one who enters 

by the ____ is the ______ __ ___ ____.”  “To him the _________ _____ , and 

the _____ ____ ___ _____ ; he _____ his own ____ __ ____ and ____ ____ 

___ .”  When he has brought ___ ___ ____ outside he ____ ____ __ ____ , and 

the sheep _____ ___ because they ____ ___ _____ .”

A thief is someone who comes during the night and steals while nobody can see them.  A robber is someone who comes during the day to steal and doesn’t care if anyone sees them.

What would someone want to steal from a sheepfold?  _____

To understand what Jesus is saying it will help if we go back into the Old Testament and read Jeremiah 23:1-4 and Ezekiel 34:1-6.
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Who do you think the shepherds are in these Old Testament passages?  From what we have just read do you think these shepherds were taking good care of the sheep?  Do you think these spiritual leaders were teaching the people to follow the LORD faithfully in their lives and to look for the coming Messiah, their Deliverer?  Or were they stealing the people away to follow their man-made rules that made these spiritual leaders more important than the LORD.

Discuss what happened with the man who had been born blind and his parents when they met with the Pharisees.  This will help us to understand what Jesus is saying.  
While the shepherd is away the sheep are kept safe in the sheepfold.  A guard is set at the gate and will only open to the shepherd because he is the one responsible for protecting the sheep when the shepherd is away.  Notice when the shepherd comes and calls his sheep they will follow him because they know his voice.

The Pharisees are the ones who should have been guarding the sheep but instead they have turned into thieves and robbers stealing the people away from following after Jesus their Messiah.

Read verses 5-6.  “The sheep will not _____ __ _____ ; on the contrary they will 

___ ____ ____ ___ , because they don’t know the ____ __ ______ .”
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Because the people did not understand what Jesus was telling them He explained everything to them in a way that was easy for them to follow.
Read verses 7-10.  Again Jesus starts out by using those words, Amen, amen. 

[What I am saying is the absolute truth!]  

Jesus said, “I am ___ ____ of the sheep .”  “ ___ who came before Me were 

_____ and ______ , but the sheep did not listen to them.”  “I am ___ ____ .  If 

anyone enters ___ ___ he will be _____ and will ____ __ and __ ___ and ____ 

_______ .”

Discuss the contrast that Jesus makes between Himself and those who had come before Him as leaders of His people.

One bought death to the people.  The other bought life but not just ordinary life.  

How does Jesus describe the life that He gives? ______________
Read verses 11-14.  Jesus said, “I am ___ ____ ______ .”  “ ___ ____ ______ lays 

down his ____ for ___ _____ .”  

You can read more of what Jesus is comparing Himself to in Ezekiel 34:7-12.

What happens when the hired man sees a wolf coming?  “The hired man seeing a 

wolf coming, _____ ___ ____ and ____ ____ .” 

What happens to the sheep?  “The wolf ______ the sheep and ______ ____ .”

Why does the hired man run away?  “He doesn’t ____ ____ the sheep.”

In contrast to the hired man, the Good Shepherd _____ His own sheep and His 

sheep ____ Him.

Read verses 14-15.  These verses are not two separate sentences but only one sentence and should be read together.  Jesus is comparing His relationship with His sheep to His relationship with God the Father. 

Verse 15 starts with the word, “Just as” which means “In the same way as”.  So let’s look at these two verses together.  

Jesus says, “I am the Good Shepherd, and I ____ My own sheep, and I am _____ 

by My own sheep in the same way as the Father _____ Me, I also ____ the Father, 

and I ___ ____ ___ ___ for the sheep.”

In these verses Jesus is talking about His chosen people the Jews but we will see in the next verse that He has the same relationship with us as Gentiles.  

The relationship that Jesus has with us as His sheep is the same as the relationship that Jesus has with God the Father.  
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That should make us understand how much Jesus loves us and wants to protect us from the evil of this world that tries to steal us away from Him.  

Remember back in Chapter 9:35 when Jesus went looking for the man that He had healed from blindness.  Now we see why that was so important.  The Pharisees sent the man away but Jesus went looking for him because he was one of His “scattered sheep.”
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Read verse 16.  Jesus said, “I have _____ ____, too, which __ ___ _____ to this 

____ .  I must _____ ____ ____ , and they will _____ __ ___ _____ .  Then 

there will be ___ ____ , ___ ______ .”   Who do you think Jesus is talking about in this verse?  Who are the “other sheep?”
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Read Ephesians 2:10-16 and see what the Apostle Paul wrote about us as Gentiles who were not born into the Tribe of Israel, God’s chosen people but rather were born separated from God and aliens to all His eternal promises.

Read verse 17.  The verse starts, “For this reason the Father loves Me.”  So we should ask, “For what reason?”  What has Jesus done that makes the Father love Him?

Go back to verse 15-16.  Jesus said, “I ___ ____ ___ ____ for the sheep.”  “I have 

other sheep from a different fold.  I ____ ____ ____ ____  then there will be ___ ____ and ___ _______ .”

Through the sacrifice that Jesus had chosen to make by dying on the cross He was showing to the Father the price He was willing to pay so that we could be redeemed from sin and death and Satan.  Through His death and resurrection Jesus would join together all those who would believe in Him so that once again God could have that eternal relationship with mankind that He desired to have at the beginning of time.

Read verses 17-18.  We have seen that the Father loves Jesus because He is willing to lay down His life for the sheep.  Notice this is a choice that Jesus made.  “No 

one takes it ____ ___ , but _ ___ __ ____ of My ___ _____ .”  “I have the 

_______ to ___ __ ____ and I have the _______ to ____ __ __ again.”  

Where did Jesus get the command that gave Him this authority? _________

Everything Jesus did while He was here on earth was according to the Father’s will. Go back and read chapter 6:38.

Read verses 19-21.  Discuss what caused the division between the people listening to Jesus.

Read verse 22.  There is a break between verses 21 and 22.  Remember the 

last Feast that was mentioned was back in chapter 7:2, the Feast of __________.  

Which Feast do we read about in verse 22? ______________  There is about two months between these two Feasts.

Today this Feast is called “Hanukkah” or “The Festival of Lights.”

This Feast is a time to celebrate the reclaiming of the temple in Jerusalem after it had been take over by a pagan army.  On the original day when the temple was re-dedicated to God the priests could only find a small sealed jug of olive oil that had not been defiled.  They used this oil to light the menorah in the temple.  

Although there was only enough oil to last one day, it miraculously lasted eight days which allowed them time to purify more oil.  For this reason the Feast lasts eight days.
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[image: image51.jpg]



[image: image52.jpg]www.ChristianityCove.com




Remember Isaiah 9:2.  “The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; Those who dwelt in the land of the shadow of death, Upon them a light has shined.
The Feast of Dedication is about the darkness of persecution and the light of God which leads His people through that darkness.  This is a Feast that can be celebrated by Jews and Christians because it is a time to celebrate God’s protection and the victories He gives His faithful people who are willing to bravely continue to worship Him in the face of persecution.  

We can think of some of these brave people that we know because we pray for them regularly here in our Sunday School.

Read verses 23-25. “Jesus was _______ in the temple courts in _______ ______ .  

So the ____ surrounded Him and said to Him, ‘How long are You going to keep us in 

________ ?  If You are the ______ , tell us plainly.’”

What did Jesus answer them?  “I ___ ___ you but ___ ____ _____ .”  “The ____ 

that I do in ___ _____ ____ - these ____ _____ ___ .” 

Read verses 26-30.  Why did Jesus tell the Jews that they didn’t believe what He 

was telling them?  “You don’t believe, since you ____ _____ __ ___ _____ .”

Jesus said, “My sheep ____ ___ _____ , and I ____ ____ , and they _____ ___ .”

“And I give them ______ ____ , and they will _____ , ____ _____ , and no one 

will _____ ____ ___ __ ___ ____ .”  “My Father , who has _____ ____ __ ___ , 

is ______ than all; and __ ___ __ ___ __ _____ ____ out of My Father’s ____ .”

“I and the Father ___ ___ .”
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Let’s think about what Jesus has said so far in this chapter in relation to us as His sheep.

-53-
In verse 1 Jesus talks about a sheepfold, a safe pen where the sheep are kept protected from danger and a door that allows the shepherd to enter and exit with his sheep.

In verse 2 Jesus talks about the shepherd.

Now let’s construct a pictures of what Jesus says about Himself in verse 7.  Jesus said, “I am the 

____ of the sheep.

What does Jesus say about Himself in verse 11?  Jesus said, “I am the _____

_______ .”

We just have one piece missing.  Can you see anything that talks about Jesus being the sheepfold?

What does Jesus say about Himself in verse 28?  Jesus said, “No one will snatch 

them ___ __ ___ ____ .”  Does that sound like a safe place to be?  But He doesn’t 

finish there.  What does Jesus say about His Father in verse 29?  Jesus said, “ __ 

___ is able to snatch them ___ __ ___ _____ ____ .”

We are safely kept in the hands of Jesus and God the Father together, now does that seem like a really safe sheepfold?
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Read verse 31.  How did the Jews respond to what Jesus has just told them?

“The Jews _____ __ ____ again to ____ ___ .”

If we read Leviticus 24:16 we will see why the Jews wanted to kill Jesus.

Read verses 32-39.  What did the Jews answer when Jesus asked them which of His works they were stoning Him for?  
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The Jews answered, “We are not stoning You for a good work, but for ________ , 

and because You, being a man, ____ ______ ___ .”

In verse 34 Jesus is quoting from Psalm 82.  The Hebrew word translated “gods” in this Psalm refers to a judge or someone who holds a position of authority and rulership.

When Jesus quotes from this Psalm He is reminding the Jews that their Law calls men “gods” when they hold a position of authority.

Jesus then goes on to say to these Jews, “Do you say, ‘You are __________ ‘ to 

the One the Father ___ ____ and ____ ____ ___ _____ , because I said, ‘ _ __ 

___ ___ __ ___ ?’” 

“If I am not doing ___ _____ works, don’t ______ ___ .”  “But if I am doing them, 

even if you ____ ______ ___ , ______ ___ _____ , so that you may ____ and 

______ that the Father is __ ___ ___ _ __ ___ .” 

Discuss how the Jews respond to this?
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CHAPTER  11:  Read the verses.  Fill in the blanks and answer the following questions.
Read verses 1-4.  Now a certain man, _______ __ _____ , the village of ____ and 
her sister ______ , was ____ .  This was the Mary who _______ the Lord with 
_______ ___ and _____ His feet with her ____ , whose brother ________ 

was sick.  So the sisters sent word to Jesus saying, “Lord, the one ____ ____ is 
sick.”  When Jesus heard this He said, “This sickness will not end in death, but is 
___ ___ ____ __ ___ , so that the Son of God may be _______ through it.”

Read verses 5-6.  Discuss how Jesus reacted to Lazarus’s illness.  What would you expect Jesus to do if a very special friend of His was sick?

Read verses 7-8.  To visit his friend Lazarus and his sisters Jesus had to go back to Judea.  Discuss why the disciples were surprised when Jesus decided to go back there.  Read 10:31 & 39.  The disciples still did not understand the relationship that Jesus had with His Father.  Jesus was not afraid to be stoned because as we have seen before, it is not His time to die and stoning was not the way He was going to die so He just escapes those who want to kill Him.   

Carefully read verses 9-10.  What do you think Jesus wants His disciples and us to understand by what He says in these verses?

“There are ___ hours in a day.  If anyone walks during the day he _____ ______ 
because he sees the ____ __ ___ ____ .”  What could Jesus be referring to when He said this?

“But if anyone walks during the night he ____ _____ because the ____ __ ___ 
__ ___ .”  What could Jesus be referring to when He said this?

Let’s look at the possibilities in each of these sentences.  If we are to walk by day the possibilities are: 

1. Daytime as indicated by 12 hours.   We walk in the light of the day, the sun, when it is safe to walk and work because there is plenty of light.  

2. The disciples have just expressed their concern about Jesus being stoned so the daytime could mean the number of days allotted to us before our life on earth is finished.  Jesus was not concerned about going back to Judea because He knew He still had work to do.  Remember Jesus has also just told His disciples that Lazarus’s sickness would not end in death so even Lazarus still has life and light in him.

3. There is a third possibility.  To walk in the daylight could be talking about our commitment to faithfully serve God with our lives.  
-56-

This is like walking in the full brightness of the glory of God because we are allowing Him to live His life out through us, just like Jesus lived totally to bring glory to God His Father.  If we live our lives totally commitment to serve God then we have already learned that we cannot stumble because the Good Shepherd is holding us safe in His hands?  

So what are the possibilities for walking in the daytime?  1. During the 12 hours of sunlight.  2. The span of our life here on earth.  3. Our faithful service to God.

Now let’s look at the possibilities for walking in darkness without light to guide us.  The possibilities for walking in the darkness are:  
1.  Night time after the sun has set.  12 hours of night when it is difficult to walk and work especially if there is no moonlight.

2.  It could mean the end of life.  The days allotted are over and there is nothing more we can do towards our eternal condition.

3.  A third possibility could be turning our backs on God and living to please ourselves.  Worldly pleasures only bring us satisfaction for a short time and then the light goes out and we stumble and search for something else to set our sights on.  Only living like Jesus, totally surrendered to God as our Heavenly Father can bring us lasting glory in time and for all eternity.

So what are the possibilities for walking in the night time?  1. During the 12 hours of night when it is dark.  2. The span of our life here on earth has ended and we face eternity.  3. Our choice to turn our backs on God and live for self.

The choice is ours!   Do we want to live our lives to bring glory to God, that glory which will last for all eternity or do we want to live to please ourselves and stumble around in the darkness always looking for something to satisfy us but never finding it because it can only be found in Jesus.

Read verses 11-13.  What did Jesus tell His disciples about Lazarus?  “Our friend 
Lazarus has _____ _____ , but I am on My way to ____ ___ __ .”  What did the 
disciples think Jesus was talking about?  But, what was Jesus really talking about? 

Read verses 14-15.  Discuss why you think Jesus said He was glad that He was not with Lazarus when he died.  [As we read more of the story you should find more clues.]

Read verse 16.  Why did Thomas think they were going to die?  Go back and read verse 8.

Read verses 17-27.  Discuss what Martha said to Jesus when she went to meet Him 
that showed her amazing faith?  “Lord, if You had been here, my brother _______ 
____ ____ .”
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“But even now __ ____ that God will give You _______ ___ ___ ___ ___ .”

Jesus told Martha, “Your brother ___ ____ _____ .”  And Martha replied, “I know 
that he will ____ ____ in the _________ at the ___ ___ .”

Jesus said to Martha, “I am the __________ and the ____ .  He who _______ in 
Me, even if ___ ____ , ____ ____ .  And ________ who ____ and _______ in Me 
will _____ ___ .  Do you ______ ___ ?” 

And what was Martha’s response to Jesus?  “ ___ , Lord, __ _____ that You are 
the _____ , the ___ __ ___ , who was __ ___ ___ the world.” 

Discuss what you think Jesus meant by what He said to Martha in verses 25-26.

“I am the _________ and the ___ .”  Compare this with John 1:4 & 20:31.

“Everyone who ____ and ______ in Me will never ___ .”  Compare John 3:16, 5:24

Read verses 28-32.  What did Mary say to Jesus when she saw Him?  “Lord, if You 
had been here, my brother _______ ____ ____ .”  How does this compare with what Martha said in verse 21?  What do you think Martha and Mary believed Jesus would have done if He had come earlier?

Read verses 33-37.  What did the people standing by say about Jesus?  “Couldn’t 
He who opened the blind man’s eyes have also kept this man ____ ____ ?”  
And what is the answer to their question?

Read verses 38-39.  Why did Martha hesitate when Jesus asked that the stone be removed from in front of the tomb?

,,,
“Lord, by now there is a _____ , because he’s been __ ___ ____ ____ ____ .” 

Read verses 40-42.  Jesus said to Martha, “Didn’t I tell you that if you ______ 
you would see the _____ __ ___ ?”

Why did Jesus say, “Father I thank You that You heard Me.”  “I know that You 
always hear Me, but ___ ___ ____ of the _____ standing around I said this, so 
that they may ______ that ___ ____ ___ .”

Read verses 43-44.  Go back and read verse 4.  What did Jesus tell His disciples?  
“This sickness will not end in _____ but is for the ____ __ ___ so that the ___ __ 
____ may be ______ through it.”

What did Jesus say to Martha in verse 23?  “Your brother will ____ ____ .”  And 
in verse 40 what did Jesus say to Martha?  “If you ______ you will see the _____ 
__ ___ .”
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What miracle has Jesus just performed here?

Now go back and read verses 14-15.  Remember what Jesus said to His disciples 
that sounded a bit strange?  “Lazarus has ____ , and I’m ____ for your sakes that 
I wasn’t there, so that you may ______ .”

Discuss what you think was so important about Lazarus’s death?
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Read verses 45-48.  Two groups of people are described in these verses.  Those who believed in Jesus because of the miracles He performed and the chief priests and the Pharisees.  The chief priests and Pharisees called together the Sanhedrin, the Council of Judges.  What were the two concerns they had about Jesus?

1.  “If we let Him alone like this, ________ ___ ______ __ ___ !”

2. “The ______ will come and blot out both our _____ and our _____ .”  
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The “Place” that the chief priests and Pharisees were referring to was the temple.  The place that was designed for sacred worship to God but remember from what we have heard of these men, they made rules and laws that separated out the common people from the temple and set the temple up as a place where they received the worship and glory for themselves.

Even though the country at this time was ruled by the Romans, the Romans still allowed the Jews to govern their own country and to continue their religious worship as long as there were no rebellious uprisings.  They must keep their people under control or the Romans would step in and take over the running of the country.

Sadly these men who were appointed to instruct the people in the Scriptures and use Godly wisdom to deal with the affairs of their people are concerned only for themselves and their own glory.  What will be the outcome?

Read Matthew 2:1-6.  Even though these religious leaders knew about their Messiah from what they read in the Scriptures, in trying to protect themselves from the Romans they reject their Messiah, the One they knew had been sent by God.  As we know, they ended up crucifying their Saviour to keep peace with the Romans, but less than 40 years later the Roman army came, destroyed Jerusalem their Holy City, burned down the temple, their place of Holy worship and carried away the whole nation as slaves.

This is a very good lesson for us.  What price are we willing to pay to stay popular with the world?

Read verses 49-53.  What position did Caiaphas hold and why was this such an 
important position?  ___________  
We are going to see Caiaphas again in Chapter 18 at the trial of Jesus.  

The position of High Priest was the highest position of religious authority among the Jewish people.   The most important of all their duties was performed once a year on the Day of Atonement.  This was a special day when only the High Priest could go into the presence of God to bring a blood sacrifice for all the sins of the people committed during the year just ended.  

In making this special offering the High Priest was also looking forward to the day that would one day come when God would send a Redeemer to make this offering once for all mankind.

All evidence pointed to Jesus being this Promised Redeemer but Caiaphas, the High Priest, the one who should have been guiding God’s people toward their Redeemer, instead encouraged the other religious leaders to kill their Messiah.

Rather than accept Jesus as their Messiah Caiaphas strongly suggested that it was better to kill Jesus and through His death save the nation from being destroyed by the Romans.
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Read verses 51-52.  John is writing these things after the Romans have destroyed the temple, the Holy City of Jerusalem and taken the Nation away as slaves.  That is why John is able to look back on this time and see that even though the plan Caiaphas had was an evil plan it was going to bring about the plan of salvation for all mankind.  God had told Adam and Eve about that plan right back in the Garden of Eden.

Read verses 54-57.  Because of the plan made by the leaders of the Jews what did 
Jesus decide to do?  “Jesus no longer ______ _____ among the _______ , but 
went from there to the region near ___ _____ , to a town called _______ .  And 
He spent time there with ___ _______ .” 

Discuss what was so important about the Jewish Passover festival that was about to be celebrated.

What order had the chief priests and Pharisees given concerning Jesus?  “If anyone knew where Jesus was they should _____ __ so they could _____ ___ .” 
* * * * * * * * * * *
CHAPTER  12:  Read the verses.  Fill in the blanks and answer the following questions.
Read verses 1-3.  Where did Jesus go six days before the Passover? _______  
Who did Jesus go to visit? ________ , ______ and _____ .   What did Mary do to 
Jesus?  “Mary took a ______ of ____ and ________ ___ __ ____ , _______ 
Jesus’ ____ and wiped His ____ with ___ ____ .”

The oil that produces this perfume is collected from a small plant that grows in the Himalaya Mountains.  The main reason it is so expensive is the cost of transport to get the oil thousands of kilometres from India to Jerusalem. 

1 Pound is about 500 grams and would have cost the equivalent of a year’s wages.  

Read verses 4-6.  Discus Judas’s reaction to what Mary did.  

Remember John who wrote this account, was writing what he knew to be true about Judas.  Unscramble the words and see what John has to tell us about Judas?

yeetbdra ssuJe ______________    

tn’idd rcae uaobt het ropo ________________________

eh swa a ifeth __________________

aws ni grehca fo hte oemyn oxb _______________________________

eedhlp sfhieml ot eth nymeo ni eht xbo ________________________________
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Read verses 7-8.  Why did Jesus say Mary had anointed His feet with the oil?  “She has kept this for the day __ ___ _____ .”  
This tells us that Mary had not used all the oil but kept some not knowing at this stage what it would be used for, but Jesus knew.

Read verses 9-11.  Many people started to gather at Lazarus’s house to see this man who had been raised from the dead.  

But what did the chief priests decide to do?  “The chief priests decided to ____ 
______ ___ because he was the reason many of the Jews were ______ ____ and 
________ __ ____ .”  

Read verses 12-13.  What did the people do when they heard that Jesus was coming 
to Jerusalem?  “The people took ____ ______ and went out to ____ ___ .”  The 
people shouted, “ ________ !  Blessed is He who _____ in the _____ __ ___

____ .  The ____ __ _____ ! 

Hosanna means “save us now”!  So, not only was the crowd praising Jesus as their King but they were also asking Him to save and deliver them from the Romans.  This is what many people thought Jesus would do when He came to earth.  They wanted a King who would set them free from the Romans but they forgot they first needed a Saviour to set them free from sin and death and Satan.

Read verses 14-15 and Zechariah 9:9.  What was Jesus riding? _______

There is a time coming in the future when Jesus will come riding on a white horse with a sword and the armies of Heaven.  Then Jesus will overthrow all His enemies and set up His Kingdom.  But not now!  For now, Jesus is humble, riding on a donkey about to be crucified for all mankind. 
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Read verse 16-19.  The disciples did not understand what was happening until after Jesus’ resurrection.  Only then did they remember the things that had been written about Jesus in the Old Testament prophesies.  

Why was the crowd of people attracted to Jesus?  “The people heard that Jesus 
had _____ _______ from the ____ .”

How did the Pharisees feel about what was happening with Jesus and the crowd?  

Then the Pharisees said to one another, “You see that you are accomplishing 
________ _______ !  Look!  The ______ has gone _____ ___ .”
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Read verses 20-22.  There were some ______ in the crowd who came to ______ 
and asked, “Sir, we want to ___ ____ .” 
_______ and ______ both went to tell Jesus.

Read verses 22-26.  Let’s try to understand what Jesus means by what He says to these men.

Jesus answered them, “The ____ has come for the ___ __ ___ to be _______ .”

Read John 2:1-4, 4:21-24, 5:28-29, 7:30 and 8:20.  Discuss what idea is repeated in these verses?

When we get to Chapter 17 we will see what Jesus means when He talks about being glorified. 

So what does Jesus want these people and us to understand by what we have just read?

· Without death there is no life.  Jesus uses the example of a grain of wheat falling or being planted in the earth.  If that grain stays on the bench in the shed it just remains a single grain.  Hidden inside that dry outer skin is new life just waiting to produce a new plant with new grain!  But if the grain is planted in the earth it brings forth a new plant that produces many new grains of wheat. 

· Just as Jesus was willing to give up His life for us so we must be willing to give up our lives to serve Him.  The more we try to live our lives for the pleasures of this world the more we are losing of eternal value.
Also read Matthew 10:37-39, 16:24-26, Mark 8:34-38, Luke 12:27-40.

Jesus said to the Greeks, “If anyone serves Me, let him _____ ___ .   And where 
I am, there ___ ______ will be also.  

And if anyone _____ ___ , the Father will _____ ___ .”

Read verses 27-33.  Why did Jesus say His soul was distressed?  Discuss what you think Jesus meant when He said, “Now is the judgement of this world.  Now the ruler of the world will be cast down.”

Think about what it would have been like for Jesus, as a man, to know what He was about to suffer in just a few short hours.  But as Jesus has just shared with us, the only way to eternal glory is to be willing to give up our lives in obedient service to God.

Read verses 34-36.  The crowd answered Jesus, “We have heard from ___ ___ 
that the ______ remains ______ .  So how can You say, ‘ The ___ __ ___ must be 
_____ __ ‘?  Who is this ___ __ ___ ?"
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Read Isaiah 9:6-7.  If these people knew the Scriptures about the coming Christ or Messiah they would also know there were many prophecies given about His suffering and death.  Read Isaiah 53.

Read John 18:36.  Sadly, through false teaching and misunderstanding, these people were still looking for a King who would be their earthly ruler forever.  But as Jesus taught, His Kingdom was not of this world.  How could these people understand that their King was about to die?   Now that Jesus is talking about His death they believe He cannot be the Christ so they think they need to look for someone else.

Read verses 35-36.  Now go back and read the following verses.  Fill in the blank spaces as you go.  When you have finished working through these five sections discuss what you think Jesus is saying in verses 35-36. 

- Chapter 1:4-5  “In Him was ____ and the ____ was the _____ __ ___ .  And the 
_____ _____ in the ________ , yet the ________ did not _____ __ .”  
What does John say bought light into the dark world?

- Chapter 1:8-9  “He was not the _____ but he came to ______ about the Light.  
That was the ____ ____ which gives ____ __ ______ who comes into the _____.”  What does John tell us about the true Light?

- Chapter 3:19-21 “ The _____ has come into ____ _____ and people loved 
________ rather than the Light.”  “Everyone who does _____ _____ hates ___ 
____ .”  “He who does ___ _____ come to the _____ .”  
Why does Jesus say people reject the Light but are attracted to the darkness?  Who does Jesus say will be attracted to the Light?  

- Chapter 8:12  Jesus said, “I am the _____ __ ___ _____ .  Whoever ______ 
___ will not walk in ________ , but will have the _____ __ ____ .”  
Who does Jesus say brings light into the dark world?

- Chapter 9:5  Jesus said, “As long as I am in the _____ , I am the _____ __ ___ 
_____ .”  Who does Jesus say brings light into the dark world?

- Chapter 12:35-36  Jesus said “The light will be with you a little while longer.  Walk while you have the light, so that the darkness doesn’t overtake you.  The one who walks in darkness doesn’t know where he is going.  While you have the light believe in the light, so that you may become sons of light.

Jesus repeatedly compares light with darkness.  Discuss what you think it means to “walk in the light” compared to “walk in darkness”?

In verses 25-26 Jesus is explaining that to put one’s trust in His teachings would give direction and purpose to life.  
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Two of the most frequent asked questions by people today are:  “Who am I?”  And “Why am I here?”  Without Jesus there is no hope in this life or in the eternal life.  

In verses 35-36 Jesus is warning these people to look to Him as their Messiah and live in light of the eternal glory that He is promising them.  Tomorrow it might be too late! 

King David wrote a Psalm that gives us a good understand of what he found as “the Light” in his life.  Psalm 119:97-114

Write out the words from Psalm 119:105.

Read verses 36-41.  Sadly even though many people heard Jesus’ teachings and saw the miracles He performed, they still did not believe He was their Messiah.  The Prophet Isaiah warned that this would happen many years before in the Old Testament writings.  Read Isaiah 53:1-5.  

Why does John say the people were unable to believe the teachings of Jesus?  
Read what the Lord told the Prophet Isaiah in Isaiah 6:8-10.  

The Prophet Isaiah like Jesus Himself continued to preach the message of Salvation to a people who rejected the truth about God and about the Special One who God would send to set all people free from sin and death and Satan.  
Each time we hear the truth we can either soften our hearts to receive that truth and allow it to change the way we live or we can harden our hearts against the truth and continue to turn our backs on Jesus.  

But there is a warning in what Jesus said!  God will not continue to give us the opportunity to turn to Him.  
If we continue to reject the teachings of Jesus a time will come when God will say, “No more!  You have had all the opportunities I am going to give you.”  And our hearts will become hard and we no longer even want to know the truth.

So what happened to Isaiah that brought him to a place in his life where he made the choice to soften his heart to the teachings of God and allowed the Lord to change his heart so that he was willing to say, “Here am I Lord, send me.”  

John 12:41  “Isaiah said these things when he ____ ___ _____ and _____ _____ 
____ .”  Read Isaiah 6:1-5 and discuss what Isaiah experienced in these verses.

Read verse 42-43.  Even though many people rejected Jesus there were still many who did believe that Jesus was their Messiah.  
“Even among the _____ many ______ __ ___ , but because of the ________ they 
did not _____ ___ , so they wouldn’t be ______ from the ________ .  For they 
loved ______ from ____ more than _____ ____ ____ .”
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Read verses 44-50.  These are Jesus’ final words to the people who have rejected Him as their Messiah and He shouts these words in a loud voice.  Jesus is demanding the people’s attention.  What He had to say was very important and He didn’t want anyone to miss His last message to them.

So what was Jesus’ last message to these people?

Verses 44-45.  “Whoever ______ in ___ , _______ not in ___ , but in ____ ___ 
____ ___ .  And whoever ____ ___ ____ Him who ____ ___ .”   We have also seen this idea repeated by Jesus in Chapter 8:19, 10:30 & 38.  And will see it again in Chapter 14:8-10.

Verse 46.  “I have come as a ____ ___ ___ _____ , so that ___ ___ who _______ 
__ ___ would _____ __ ________ .”  
We have already studied this idea in verses 35-36.  Because Jesus thought it necessary to repeat this idea it would be good for us to go back and read through what we learned from this section that talks so much about Jesus as the Light of the world.

Verses 47-48.  “If someone ____ ___ ____ and doesn’t _______ , I don’t _____ 
him.”  “I didn’t come to _____ ___ _____ but to ____ ___ _____ .”  “Whoever 
______ ___ and doesn’t ______ ___ _____ has his _____ :  the _____ which I 
have ______ will _____ him on the ____ ____ .”  Jesus wanted the people to 
understand that He did not come as Judge but as Saviour.  

Also read Chapter 3:17-18.  “For God did not ____ ___ ____ into the world to 
_____ ___ _____ , but that the world might __ _____ ______ ____ .”  “Whoever 
_______ __ ___ is not ______ , but whoever ____ ___ ______ is already 

______ , because he has ___ _______ in the _____ of the ____ _______ ___ 
__ ____ .”

But when Jesus comes at the end of the world it will be a very different Jesus.  Read Revelation 6:15-17.

In John Chapter 5:24 Jesus told the people how to escape that coming day of judgement.  
“Whoever _____ ___ ____  and _______ ___ ____ who sent Me has ______ 
____ , and will not ____ ____ ________ , but has ______ ____ _____ __ ___ .”

Verse 49-50.  “I have not spoken on ___ ____ _______ .”  “The Father who ____ 
___ gave Me a ________ , what I should ___ and what I should _____ .”

“His ________ is ______ ____ .”  
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Jesus has repeatedly told the people that He doesn’t say and do anything of His own choosing.  Jesus repeatedly told the people that the things He does and the things He says are not according to His own will but are directly from God His Heavenly Father.  
Read Chapter 5:19, 7:16, 8:28 & 40, 14:10, 24 & 31 and 15:15.  Discuss what idea is repeated in these verses.

John 5:19  “The Son is ___ ____ to do ________ ___ ______ , but only what He 
sees the ______ ____ .  For whatever ___ ____ , these things the Son also does 
__ ___ ____ ___ .”
So what was Jesus’ last message to these people?

1. Believe in Me because I and the Father are one.

2. Believe in Me because I am the Light of the world.

3. Believe in Me or My words will judge you on the last day.

4. Believe in Me because I give the Father’s command – that is ETERNAL  LIFE!

   
                  

















* * * * * * * * * * *
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CHAPTER  13:  Carefully read the verse and discuss that is happening in the different sections.  Fill in the blanks and answer the following questions.
Read verse 1.  “Jesus knew that ___ ____ ___ ____ __ _____ from this world to 
the ______, having _____ ___ ___ who were in the world He _____ ____ __ ___ 
___ .”   Jesus knew that His time had come to leave the world and return to Heaven.  He also knew what was about to happen to Him so that His work on earth would be finished.  Rather than think about Himself and everything that He was about to suffer, who did Jesus think of more than Himself? 

 “Having loved ___ ___ ___ ____ __ ___ _____ , He _____ ____ to the end.”

Jesus is now alone with His 12 disciples.

Read verses 2-5.  What happened when supper was served? “The _____ already 
having put it into the ____ __ ____ _____ , to _____ ____ .”  Read Luke 22:1-6.

Who has given control of everything into the hands of Jesus?  __________

Read verses 4-5.  Discuss what Jesus did in these verses.  “Jesus got up from 
supper and ____ ____ ___ ____ .  Jesus then ____ a _____ and ____ __ _____ 
______ .  Next Jesus _____ ____ ___ a basin and began to ____ ___ ______ 
____ and to ___ ____ with the towel which was ____ _____ ___ .”  

This activity would normally be carried out by a servant or slave who had the responsibility to meet visitors at the door and wash the dust and filth from their feet before they came into the house.  Jesus has taken this position of a servant or slave and began to wash the feet of His disciples.  Notice, this also included the feet of Judas!

Discuss what Jesus taught about the way we should treat other people in 
Matthew 5:43-45.

Read verses 6-8.  Peter, in his heart, could not think of anything more offensive to him than to have Jesus his Lord and Saviour wash his feet.  “Jesus came to Simon 
Peter, who said to Him, ‘Lord __ ___ ____ ___ ____ ?’”   
What Peter was really saying was, “ABSOLUTLY  NO  WAY!  You are not going to wash my feet.”

And what did Jesus say to Peter, “What I am doing ___ ____ ________ ___ .”  “Wait a while Peter.  Soon you will understand what I am doing.”

But Peter continued to protest.  “You shall never ____ __ ____ , ___ ____ !”  

Jesus then explained to Peter why it was so important for Him to wash the feet of His disciples.  
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Jesus often used the normal everyday things of life to teach a spiritual lesson.  This was one of those times.

We can read more about what Jesus was showing His disciples and us in 
1 Corinthians 6:11 and Titus 3:5-7.

Jesus told Peter, “If I ____ ____ ___ , ___ have __ ___ ___ ___ .”  
Notice the word “with”.  This is very important because our desire should always be to live our lives “with” Jesus always close by and to spend eternity “with” Jesus in the New World, so this washing becomes very important.

The question here is, “Was Peter willing to surrender to His Lord and Saviour even though he didn’t understand what He was doing or why He was doing it?”  It’s also a very good question for us to answer because there are times in our lives when we will not understand why God is allowing the things that happen to us.

There is a really good verse for us to learn in Romans 8:28.

Read verses 9-11.  How did Peter respond after hearing that he would have no part 
with Jesus?  “Peter said to Jesus, ‘Lord, not ____ ___ ____ , but also ___ ____ 
and ___ ____ !’”  Peter could not bear the thought of losing his relationship “with” 
Jesus.   But Jesus explained to Peter, “One who __ _____ has no need _____ __ ____ ___ ____ .‘”

Jesus is talking about spiritual cleansing at the time of our salvation compared to our need to confess our sins every day in the same way as we wash our feet after walking through the dirt.  Jesus wanted His disciples and us to understand that to walk “with” Jesus throughout our everyday lives requires us to stay in a close relationship with Him. 
Why did Jesus say, “And you are clean, but not all of you?”  “Jesus knew who would 
_____ ___ .”  Remember Judas has been there with all the other disciples listening to everything Jesus has been saying to Peter.

Read verses 12-17.  When Jesus finished washing their feet He explained to them 
what He has done.  “You call Me ______ and ____ , and you speak _____ , since __ 
___ .”  “So if I your ____ and ______ , have _____ ___ ____ , you also ought 
to ____ ___ ______ ____ .”  Jesus explained that this was an example that they should follow in exactly the same way.  Remember, Judas is also present.  At this time the other disciples do not know what he is planning but Jesus does.

Jesus tells His disciples, “A slave is ___ ______ than ___ _____ , nor is a 
________ _____ than the one ___ ____ ___ .”  “If you know these things, you 
are ____ __ ___ __ ____ !”
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Jesus promises a blessing here if we can understand the things that He is saying and put them into practice in our lives.

In verse 16 there are 4 people mentioned.  1. _______   2. ________   

3. ____________   4._________________

Two of these people speak about Jesus and two speak about the disciples and us.  Discuss what you think Jesus wants us to understand by what He says in this verse.  
If the one who is of higher standing is willing to humble Himself and do the lowliest of task, we who are lower than Him should be willing to follow His example.

To wash someone’s feet shows a humble attitude.  This puts the needs of others ahead of the needs of ourselves.

Discuss ways we can put this into practice in our home, in our church family and at school.  

Remember what Jesus said in verse 17.  “If you know these things, you are _____ 
__ ___ __ ____ !”

· These 2 pictures look the same but there are 8 things missing in Picture No2.  Draw in the things that are missing and colour the pictures.  Can you make them both the same?
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Read verses 18-19.  Who was Jesus referring to when He said, “I’m not talking 
about all of you.” _______   Also read John 6:70-71.

It is important for us to understand that Judas was not chosen to betray Jesus.  This was Judas’s own choosing.  He was one of the twelve that Jesus had chosen to personally teach and train to be the twelve apostles who would go out into the world and spread the Gospel.  Jesus did not treat Judas any differently to the other eleven disciples.  Jesus loved Judas, taught Judas and trusted Judas even though He always knew that Judas was a thief, a liar, a deceiver and the one who would betray Him.

The quote is from Psalm 41:9.  Discuss why do you think Jesus used this Old Testament verses?

Jesus said to His disciples, including Judas, “I’m telling you now _____ __ _____ , 
so that when __ ____ ______ you will ______ ___ __ ___ ___ .”

Read verses 20-21.  Jesus wanted His disciples and us to understand how closely we are connected to Him and to God the Father when we are faithful in our service to Him. 
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“Whoever receives ______ __ ____ receives ___ , and whoever receives ___ 
receives Him who ____ ___ .”  Jesus is still including Judas in everything He is saying.  There was always the opportunity for Judas to surrender to His Lord and Saviour.

What caused Jesus to be so distressed in His spirit?  “One of you will _____ ___ .”

Read verses 22-26.  Discuss the disciple’s reaction to what Jesus has just told them.  Also read Matthew 26:20-23, Mark 14:17-21 and Luke 22:20-23.  Notice the disciples did not accuse each other rather they wanted to make sure this traitor was not them.  This included Judas, as none of the other disciples even at this point, are aware that he is the traitor.

The only answer Jesus gave them was, ”It is ___ ___ I hand the ___ __ ____ to 
after I’ve _____ __ .”   

Who did Jesus pass the dipped bread to? ____________

Read verses 27-30.  Discuss what happened to Judas after he took the bread from Jesus.  As Judas took that bread there were two choices he could make.  
Our thoughts should reflect back to the Garden of Eden.  When we make the choice to allow Satan to control our lives we give him the right to ruler us.  

Remember Judas has already received the thirty pieces of silver from the leaders of the Jews.  Thirty pieces of silver was the amount someone was paid in compensation if one of their slaves was accidentally killed.  This tells us that the leaders of the Jews and Judas thought their Messiah was worth nothing more than a common slave. 

When we lose sight of who Jesus really is we lose respect for Him and everything He teaches us.  We become a traitor just like Judas.

Jesus still keeps His secret about Judas and none of the other disciples look at him as the one who will betray Jesus.  

“When he had __ ___ ___ ____ , he ____ ___ ________ .”

Read verses 31-32.  First of all notice how John finished verse 30.  
“And it was _____ .”   Darkness.

Now notice the repeated words in verses 31-32. _________________  
What a contrast!  “After he ____ ___ Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man is 
________ , and ___ __ _______ in Him.  If God is ________ in Him, God will 
also ______ Him in _______ , and will ______ Him __ ___ .”

With Judas on his way to betray Jesus it was obvious that Jesus would soon be crucified.  
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As terrible as this would be, Jesus knew that it was the work that God the Father had sent Him to do.  Jesus also knew that by obeying the Father He was bringing salvation to all mankind.  Jesus the Messiah, the One sent by God the Father to set all men free from sin and death and Satan was about to pay the price that was necessary for our salvation – His death on the cross.  

But, beyond the shame and suffering that Jesus is about to endure He sees the glory that waits for Him on the other side and to Jesus it is as if He is already there.

Jesus is glorified through His death on the cross.  Throughout His ministry on earth Jesus had tried to tell people by His words and deed how much He loved them.  Now, by being willing to suffer and die this way He would finally prove beyond a doubt just how much He loved the world.  It’s as if the Light could finally shine through because the truth could no longer be hidden.

The apostle John later wrote in 1 John 3:16, “This is how we know what love is:  Jesus Christ laid down His life for us.  And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers and sisters.”

Jesus is glorified through His death on the cross because it is the way of salvation for all mankind.  Through the cross His work of salvation is finished!  Because Jesus has been faithful to the call of God the Father, God gives Him back His life.  For His faithfulness Jesus receives glory and the Father receives glory.  
Also read Hebrews 12:1-3.

Read verse 33-35.  Notice Jesus now changes the way He addresses the disciples.  
What does Jesus call His disciples in this section.  ____________  
Discuss why do you think Jesus did this?

Jesus now instructs His disciples in a new commandment.  “I give you a ____ 
_________ , that you ____ ___ ______ just as I have ____ ___ , that you 
also ____ ___ ______ .”  Why did Jesus tell His disciples that this was such an 
important commandment?  “By this ___ _____ ___ ____ that you are ___ 
________ , if you have ____ ___ ___ ______ .”

From what we have studied in Chapter 13, discuss what the example is that Jesus has left for us to follow, when He instructs us in this new commandment?

Read verses 36-38.  Peter is deeply distress at the thought that Jesus is going away somewhere where he will not be able to follow Him.  What did Jesus tell Peter 
in verse 36.  “Where I am going ___ ______ _____ ___ ___ , but you will 

______ ___ ____ .”  
Discuss what you think Jesus meant by this.
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What promise does Peter make to Jesus in verse 37?  “I will ___ ____ ___ 
____ ___ ___ !”   How did Jesus respond to this promise? 
 “Will you ___ ____ ____ ____ for Me?”   “I tell you the ______ will not ____ till 
you have _____ ___ ____ ____ !” 

* * * * * * * * * * *
CHAPTER  14:  Read the verses.  Fill in the blanks and answer the following questions.
After the disturbing events of Chapter 13 Jesus now gives His disciples some very encouraging news.  
Jesus could have explained in detail what was about to happen to Him and to the disciples.  He could have focused on all the negative events that were about to unfold leading up to His crucifixion but instead Jesus once again looks beyond the pain and suffering and abandonment that He is about to experience and He looks at the glory in the future beyond the grave. 

The main thing Jesus wants to know is, “Will you trust Me?”

“Do not let ____ _____ __ _______ .  _______ in ___ , _______ also in ___ .”  
“In My Father’s ______ are many _____ , otherwise I would have ____ ___ .” 
“I am going ____ to ______ __ ____ ___ ___ .”  “And if I go _____ and 
______ __ ____ for you, __ ___ ____ ____ and ______ ___ to Myself, so 
that where I am ___ ___ __ ____ .”   “And where I am ____ you ____ , and 
you ____ ___ ___ .”

It’s very important for us to discuss what this promise means.  Remember Jesus and His disciples are all Jewish men so they fully understand the customs in their marriage rituals.  So all the disciples would have seen something very deep and impacting in what Jesus has just said to them.  See if you can see the likeness.
In the Jewish Marriage Customs the first main step is for the father to choose a suitable wife for his son.  This is then followed by what is called the betrothal.  The betrothal began when the bridegroom travelled from his father’s house to the house of the young woman he wanted to marry.  The man would then negotiate with the woman’s father the price needed to pay in exchange for the young woman.  

Once the price had been paid the couple were regarded as husband and wife.  The young woman was set apart solely for her husband.  
As a sign of their agreement or marriage covenant the bride and groom would drink from a cup of wine over which a dedication of their marriage had been spoken.  The groom would then return to his father’s house.  
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There the groom would remain for twelve months.  During those twelve months the groom prepared somewhere in his father’s house which would become home to him and his wife.  While the groom was preparing their home the bride would gather together all her things including her close friends who formed the bridal group and prepare herself for married life.

When the work was finished and the time of separation had ended the groom would come to take his bride to live with him.  This usually happened at night and would involve the groom, the best man and other male friends who would leave the father’s house and form a torch light procession to the bride’s home.

The young woman knew that her husband would come for her but she did not know the exact time so the groom’s arrival would be announced by a loud shout to warn the bride to be ready because the groom was on his way.  After the groom took his bride and all her friends the entire wedding party would return home to the groom’s father’s house.

When the bride and groom arrived back at the father’s house they would find many other guest had gathered to celebrate.  The bride and groom would be led to their own home.  The wedding celebrations lasted for seven days but the young woman is not brought out of their home until the end of those seven days.  Only then is her veil removed so that the guests can see the young man’s new wife.

Discuss in what ways you can see that the customs of the Jewish Marriage Celebration sound the same as the promise Jesus made to His disciples and to us in the first four verses of this chapter? 

Go back to Chapter 13:36.  Why did Jesus say, “Where I am going you cannot follow Me now; but you will follow Me later?”  Think about what the bridegroom and the bride were doing during their “waiting” time.

In chapter 14:4 Why was Jesus able to say, “You know where I am going and you know the way?”  Think back to the Marriage Customs.

Read verses 5-7.  Thomas said to Jesus, “Lord, we ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ 
and how can we ____ ___ ___?”

What did Jesus answer Thomas?  Jesus told Thomas, “I am ___ ____ and ___ 
_____ and ___ ____ .  No one comes to the ______ except through ___ .” 
“If you had _____ ___ , you would have _____ ___ _____ ___ .”  “And from 

now on you ___ ____ ___ and have ____ ___ .”

Read verse 8.  How did Philip respond to what Jesus just said?  Philip said to Jesus, 
“Lord, show us ___ _____ , and that’s _____ ___ ___ .” 

Read verses 9-11.  Do you think Jesus sounded disappointed with His disciples?  
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We have heard Jesus repeat these words many times when He has been teaching the people.  But did His disciples really believe Him?  What did Jesus say to Philip?

“Have I ____ ____ ___ all this time, and you _____ ____ ___ ?”  “The one who 
___ ____ ___ has seen ___ ______ .”  “So how can you say, ‘ ___ __ ___ 
_____'?”  “Don’t you believe that __ ___ ___ ___ _____ and ___ _____ __ __ 
___ ?”  “The words I speak to you I do not _____ __ ___ ___ ______ .”  “But it is 
___ _______ who _____ __ ___ who does the _____ .”  “Believe Me that I am in 
the Father and the Father is in Me.  Otherwise, ______ ___ because of ___ 
_____ themselves.”

Read verses 12-14.  Jesus wants His disciples to understand the power that they have through putting their faith and trust fully in Him.  This power is also ours if we follow the commands of Jesus.  So what does Jesus tell us about this power?

“The one who ______ ___ ___ will also do ___ ____ ____ __ ___ , and will do 
______ _____ ____ _____ , because I go __ ___ _____ .”  “Whatever you ask 
__ ___ ____ , I will do it, so that ___ ______ may be ______ ___ ___ 

____ .”  “If you ask _______ in ___ ____ , I will ___ ___ .”  “If you ____ ___ , 
____ ___ _________ .” 

Read verses 16-18.  Jesus goes on to make another promise.  What did Jesus say He 
would ask the Father for?  “I will ask the Father and He will give you another 
_______ , so that He may ____ ____ ___ ______ .”  “He is the _____ __ 

_____ .”

Discuss why Jesus said the world is unable to receive this Spirit of truth but we are able to receive Him.

What promise does Jesus make in verse 18?  “I won’t leave you as _______ ; I am 
______ ___ ____ .”

Read verses 19-21.  Why did Jesus say the disciples would still be able to see Him even though the world could not?

“Because __ ___ , you will ____ ___ .”

There’s something special about what Jesus is telling the disciples in verse 20.  

“In that day you will know that:   1. __ ___ ___ ___ ______ 

2. ___ ___ __ ___

3. ____ __ ___ ___ 
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Read verse 22.  What question did Judas ask Jesus? [Not the Judas who betrayed 

Jesus.]  “Lord, so how is it ______ going to ______ _______ __ ___ and not to 
___ ______ ?”

Read verses 23-26.  What answer did Jesus give to Judas?  “If ______ ____ ___ , 

he will ____ ___ ____ .  My ______ will ____ ___ ___ , and ___ will ____ __ 

___ and make our ____ ____ ___ .”  
Who did Jesus say would remind the disciples and us of all these things that Jesus has told His disciples about?
Read verses 27-31.  Again Jesus encourages His disciples.  What did Jesus leave His disciples with?
“My _____ I give to you.”  “I don’t give to you as the _____ ____ .”  “ Do not let 

___ _____ __ _______ or _________ .”
When Jesus meets His disciples after His resurrection He greets them with the same blessing.  Read Chapter 20:19, 21 & 26. 
It is good for us to remember that at the end of Chapter 14 Jesus is about to be tortured to the point of death with one of the most horrific means of torture but as we have seen before, His concern is not for Himself.  The concern Jesus has is for His disciples.

Discuss how you think you would behave if you knew that tomorrow you would be tortured and die in the same way that Jesus suffered?

What did Jesus want His disciples to know?  “I am _____ ____  and I am _____ 
__ ___ .”  Again Jesus wants His disciples to trust Him.
What did Jesus say about God the Father?  “My Father is _______ than I!” 

Throughout His earthly ministry Jesus has taught that He is equal with the Father, in fact He has taught that He and the Father are One.  So what do you think Jesus means by what He has just said here?  Also read Philippians 2:5-8.
Jesus warns the disciples, “The ruler of ____ _____ is coming, and he has ______ 

__ ___ .”
Jesus had no sin of His own!  The devil could not accuse Jesus of anything because He was without sin.  Chapter 18:38

Jesus could look at His life and say that He had totally devoted His life to serving God and fulfilling His ministry here on earth.  What a great challenge for us?  Can we look at our lives and say “I have 100% served God with my whole heart, my whole soul and my whole mind?  Therefore the devil has no hold over me because I am 100% surrendered to God 100% of the time.”
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That’s what Jesus could say!  Jesus was ready for Satan when He knew he was coming.  The question for us is, “Are we prepared?”

Are we ready for Satan when he sends his doubts into our minds?  Are we ready for Satan when he sends those thoughts of anger or those acts of selfishness?
Read what Peter wrote in 1 Peter 5:7-8.  Discuss the difference between God’s attitude to us and Satan’s attitude to us.  Who should we trust?
Let’s look at what Jesus wanted to leave with His disciples.  Verse 27 “peace.”  Verse 28 “be glad – rejoice”.  Verse 29 “believe – have faith – trust Me.”
But note the words that Jesus adds in verse 27.  “I don’t give to you as the world gives.”

Discuss what you think is different in the way Jesus gives these blessings to us compared to the way the world promises to give us peace and joy and trust.
Think about the cost of peace in the world today.  What do people say we need in our lives to bring joy and happiness?  How many times do people say, “Trust me!” but all they want to do is to deceive us.  
Remember the words of Jesus, “I don’t give to you as the world gives.  Do you believe Me?”

Write out the words from Philippians 4:6-7 in the border.
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CHAPTER  15:  Read the verses.  Fill in the blanks and answer the following questions.
Read verses 1-2.  Jesus uses an example of a grape vine to explain a very important lesson to the disciples and to us.

Jesus said, “I am the ____ ____ and ___ _____ is the __________ .  Every 

______ in Me which does not _______ _____ He ____ ___ , and ______ ___ 

producing ____ He ______ so that it will _______ ____ _____ .”

Jesus said the Father is taking special care of the branches on the grapevine.  Discuss why the Father is taking such care?  What does the Father want from the vine? 
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Read verses 3.  Jesus said to His disciples, “You are already _____ because of the 

____ I have _____ __ ___ .”
Everything Jesus has been teaching the disciples and us is preparation for “fruit bearing”.  Jesus is encouraging the disciples and us to remember the things He has been teaching because these are the words that give us eternal life and give us the motivation to go out and lead others to know Jesus as their Saviour.

Because Jesus is the vine that gives life to us as His branches it is good for us to remember that the life from the vine flows into the branches giving them everything they need to produce fruit. 

Read carefully verses 4-5.  What did Jesus tell His disciples in these verses?  Listen for repeated words.  
“_____ ___ ___ , and I in you.  Just as a ______ is ______ __ ______ ____ by 
itself, unless it abides in the vine, so neither can you unless you _____ ___ ___ .  

I am ___ ____ , you are ___ ______ .  The one who _____ ___ ___ , and __ ___ 
____ , is the one who ______ ____ ____ , since you can do _______ apart from 
___ .  
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Why do people plant grape vines?  
A grape vine needs special care so that it will produce the best crop that the vine is capable of producing.  This is God’s plan for us.  Through our salvation we are connected to Jesus in the same way that the branches are connected to the vine.  
It is important for us to remember that the life from the vine flows into the branch.  In the same way, the life of Jesus flows into us and the result is that we produce fruit that shows the life of Jesus.
One of the words you would have seen repeated in these verses is the word “abide”.  Discuss what it means to abide?
These are words that are used to describe “abide” according to the dictionary.  [abide = obey, follow, hold to, conform to, stick to, stand by, act in accordance with, heed, pay attention to]  Discuss how you think these ideas relates to Jesus and us?
Read verse 6.  This verse can cause lots of problems if we do not understand what Jesus is saying, so read carefully.

Jesus said, “If anyone does not _____ ___ ___ , he is _____ ____ like a branch 

and ______ .  Then they gather such branches, _____ ____ into the ____ , and 

they are ______ .”  
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Discuss what was wrong with these branches.  They did not ______ in Jesus.  There’s that word again.  These branches were not attached to the True Vine.  

Believing is a way of forming an attachment.  If I believe in someone I will become friends with that person.  I will change my ways so that I become like that person.

If I believe in something that is being taught to me then I will accept that as being true. 

-81-

I will change the way I behave so that people can see by my actions and words that I believe what I am being taught.
Branches that are not attached to the vine quickly dry up, wither and become good for only one thing, to be burned in the fire.

Notice, these branches were never abiding in the vine.  These branches had never become part of the vine so they never received the life giving sap that would have allowed them to grow and produce fruit.

Read verse 7.  Here is the contrast.  “If you ______ ___ ____ and My words 
______ ___ ____ , you will ask ________ ____ ____ , and it shall be _____ ___ 
____ .” 

A branch that does not have any attachment to the vine is only fit to be burned but the branch that abides or has a permanent attachment to the vine can ask anything and it will be done.
Discuss why you think this is the case.

We are to abide in Jesus but in this verse what is it that Jesus says must abide in us?  When the word or teaching of Jesus abides in us we will only ever ask for the things that are in keeping with His teachings.

We saw this promise also in Chapter 14:13-14.
And what was the end result?  Read verse 8.  “My Father is _______ by this: that 
you ______ ____ ____ .  So you will be ___ _______ .”
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Read verses 9-10.  Jesus said to His disciples, “Just as the Father ___ ____ ___ ,  
I also have _____ ___ .  _____ in ___ ____ .  If you ____ ___ __________ , you 

will _____ ___ ___ ____ , just as I have ____ ___ ______ ____________ and 

_____ ___ ___ ____ .”
Jesus shows us that He is the example for us to follow in the way we live our lives.  As Jesus kept His Father’s commandments so He wants us to keep His commandments in the same way.

Read the following verses from the Book of John to see what example Jesus has left for us to follow.

Chapter 5:19 - Whose example does Jesus follow? ____________
Chapter 6:38 - Who did Jesus obey when He was here on earth? ______________
Chapter 8:28 – Who taught Jesus what He was to speak when He was here on 

earth? _______________
Chapter 12:49 – Whose commands did Jesus follow when He was here on earth? 
_______________
Chapter 14:10 – Who gave Jesus the authority to say the things He spoke when He 

was here on earth? ____________
Chapter 14:31 – Whose commands did Jesus follow when He was here on earth?  

____________
Chapter 15:9-10 - In the same way as Jesus followed the commands of His Father so He calls us to follow His commands.  

Can you find a command that Jesus gives us to follow in verse 9? 

_____ ___ ___ ____ 

Read verse 11.  Jesus gives 2 reasons for what He has just told His disciples.  “I 
have spoken these things to you so that:  1. ___ ____ ____ _____ ___ ____ 
2. ____ ____ ____ ___ _______ .”

True happiness for Jesus was found in obeying His Father and in knowing that His Father loved Him.  Jesus wants us to know that this true happiness can be found for us in the same way.

People search constantly for happiness and satisfaction but they search in all the wrong places.  Searching in the world and the things of the world only leads to disappointment and destruction.  True happiness can only be found in our attachment to Jesus, by following His commands and His examples.  
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True happiness can only be found in believing that we are loved by the God who holds each one of us and all of creation in His Hands.
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Read verses 12-13.  The great command that Jesus leaves with us throughout His teaching is the command to show love.  Discuss what example Jesus gave in these verses?
“This is My _____________ , that you love one another ____ ___ __ ____ _____ 
____ .  _______ ____ has no one than this, that someone would ___ ____ ___ 

____ ___ ___ ______ .”
Read verses 14-15.  “You are My _______ if you do whatever I _________ ____ .  
I don’t call you ________ any more, because a ________ doesn’t know what his 
______ is doing.  But I have called you ________ , because I have _____ ______ 
to you _________ I have _____ from ___ ______ .”
Discuss the differences between a servant and a friend.
A servant lives only to obey, follow orders, keep silent, never question, never to know why he is asked to do a set task but a friends shares life experiences with each other, they talk about what they are doing and why they are doing these things.  Friends encourage each other to bring happiness into each others lives but with a servant and his master especially in the time when Jesus lived, there was not that some loving relationship. 
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Notice Jesus showed His friendship with His disciples by sharing everything with them that the Father had shared with Him.  Because this close relationship that Jesus had with the Father brought Him happiness He wanted to have the same relationship with His disciples and with us so that together we could have that same close friendship with each other and with Jesus.

The foundation of this relationship is LOVE!
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Read verse 16.  “You did not ______ ___ , but __ _____ ___ and appointed you 

that you should ___ ____ and ________ ____ _____ , and that _____ _____ 

_______ ______ , so that whatever you ___ ___ ______ ___ ___ _____ , He 

will ____ ____ .” 
Jesus called these men to be His disciples.  He appointed them, which means He chose them, gave the disciples everything they need to go throughout the whole world spreading the Gospel and producing fruit that would last for all eternity.
Here we learn some very important guidelines about serving God.

First we need to be chosen by God to go into any service for Him.  He will show us the way as we are lead by His peace.

We must be attached to the True Vine so that the life of Jesus flows through us giving us life and allowing us to pass that life to other people that we meet.

We need to be active in going out and sharing the good news of eternal life that is available to everyone through Jesus.

We need to continue spending time with people who live for Jesus so that the fruit we are all bearing for Jesus will last for all eternity and through our lives other people will be drawn to Jesus.

Jesus is the One who stands between us and God the Father.  Whatever we ask the Father He will give us if we ask in the Name of Jesus.  Which means our prayers would only be prayers that Jesus would pray.  Remember, because it is the life of Jesus that flows through us we will only ask for the things that will bring glory to God.
Read verse 17.  Jesus said, “These things I _________ ____ : that you _____ ____ ________ .”

To know what Jesus has commanded us to do we need to go back and think about what Jesus has commanded us to do in the verses we have read in Chapter 15. 

Discuss what it means to you to “abide in Jesus”, “keep the commandments of Jesus”, “bear much fruit that will endure or last even through the hard times”, “ask the Father in Jesus Name” and “love one another”.
Jesus finishes this section by telling His disciples and us that these commands that He has given will make it possible for us to love one another.
Read verses 18-19.  Jesus told His disciples, “If the world _____ ____ , be sure 
that it _____ ___ before it ______ ____ .  If you were ___ ____ ______ , the 
world would _____ ____ ____ .  Yet, because you are ____ ___ ____ ______ but 
I have ______ ____ ____ ___ ____ ______ , the world _____ ____ .”
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Discuss why Jesus said the world would hate those who follow Him.
Read verses 20-21.  Jesus tells the disciples and us, “Keep in mind the 
_________ that I made ___ ____ : ‘A ________ is not greater than ____ 
______ .’  If they ________ ___ they will also _________ ____ .  If they ____ 
___ _____ , they will also _____ _____ .  On the contrary, they will ___ ___ 
____ _____ to you for ___ _____ _____ , because they ____ ____ the One who 
____ ____ . ”
Do you remember when Jesus said, ‘A servant is not greater than his master’?  Go back to Chapter 13:16.  What had Jesus done for the disciples just before He said this?
If Jesus is the Master then we as His servants cannot expect to be treated any differently to the way the world treated Him.  How did the world treat Jesus?
But there are also people in the world who want to follow Jesus.  There are people in the world who want to live for Jesus.  That is why we are commanded to go out and spread the Gospel message.  
Those people want to know the teachings of Jesus and so they will listen to the things we have learned from the Bible when we talk to them.

What reason did Jesus give as to why people persecute Christians?

Read verse 22.  This is a very interesting verse.  Read carefully and see if you can understand what Jesus is saying.

“If I hadn’t _____ and _______ to them, they would have ___ ____ .  But now 
they have ___ ______ for _____ ____ .” 
Let’s talk about this verse.  Who was Jesus?  When was it first told in the Scriptures that a Saviour would come to set all people free from sin and death and Satan?  
Right throughout the Old Testament, prophecies were given about this Messiah or Chosen One who would come, sent by God to redeem or buy back all people from the curse of sin and death and Satan and to give them back the eternal life of God.

Many people looked for that Promised Messiah and through the ages many people believed that He would one day come.  Many others did not believe.  But when Jesus came many people, even the religious leaders who had the Scriptures rejected Him.
This became in God’s eyes a great sin because God had sent the Saviour who He had promised from the beginning of time and when Jesus came many people refused to accept this precious Gift from God.  
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These people had no excuse for their sin of rejection because Jesus was living with them telling them the message of Salvation and showing them through many miracles that He was the Promised Saviour.

Read verses 23-24.  Jesus explained to His disciples,  “The one who _____ ___ 
hates ___ _______ too.  If I hadn’t done the ______ among them which no one 
else has done, they would have ___ ____.  But now they have _____ and ______

both ____ and ____ _______ .”
Discuss why you think Jesus said this to His disciples.  Make a list of some of the works that Jesus had done that would prove He was from God?
Read verse 25.  Also read Psalm 38:19.  “But this is so that the statement written in 

_____ ____ might be _________:  ‘They _____ ___ for no ________ .’”
Read verses 26-27.  “However, when the __________ _____ , whom I will send to 
you _____ ____ _______ , the ______ ___ _____ who proceeds from the 
Father, He will _______ _________  ____.  And you also will _______ , because 
you have been _____ ___ from ____ _________ .”
In these verses we have God described in 3 ways.  God the Father, the One who sent Jesus, God the Son who we know to be Jesus and God the Holy Spirit who Jesus tells us He will send from the Father.
This can be difficult to understand because we know there is only 1 God but we can easily see from the Bible that our 1 God is made up of 3 different parts – Father, Son and Spirit and they each act in different ways.

Isaiah 9:6 tells us what the Prophet Isaiah wrote about Jesus almost 700 years before He was born.  List the Names the prophet Isaiah gave to Jesus.
Galatians 4:6-7 shows us the relationship between the Father, Son and Spirit and how that relationship changes our lives forever.
The Father is the One who Plans everything.  He keeps the world as we know it and the universe beyond, all working in perfect order.  The Son is our Saviour.  The One we know as Jesus who set the example for us to follow so that through our lives God would be glorified.  The Spirit is the One who comes along side us and helps us in our everyday life. 
* * * * * * * * * * *
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CHAPTER  16:  Read the verses.  Fill in the blanks and answer the following questions.
Read verses 1-4.  Jesus had a very special reason for warning His disciples about the persecution they would suffer.  “I have spoken these things to you to keep you 
_____ ________ .  They will bar you from the ____________ .  In fact, a time is 
coming when anyone who _____ ____ will think he is _______ ______ ___ ____ !  
And they will do these things because they haven’t known ____ _______ ___ ___ .  
But I have _____ ____ these things so that when the time comes you may
__________ that I _____ _____ ___ ____ .  Yet I didn’t tell you these things 
from the ____________ , because __ ____ _____ ____ .”
Knowing that one day His disciples would suffer persecution Jesus warned His disciples.  Jesus knew that persecution would come to anyone who made a choice to live their lives to honour Him and so this warning from Jesus is for all of us.  

Persecution can come when we don’t expect it and from people who we don’t expect.
When John wrote this Gospel anyone who followed Jesus was not allowed to take part in the service in the synagogue.  But then Jesus goes on to warn His disciples that a time is coming when people will think they are serving God when they kill the followers of Jesus.
This persecution happened very shortly after Jesus gave this warning. 
Read Acts 8:1-3, Acts 22:3-5, Acts 26:9-11.
Today this persecution has increased in many countries.  You may know some people who suffer persecution in their lives.
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There is a verse in the Book of Hebrews that helps us to remember our fellow believers throughout the world who suffer because they are Christians. 
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It is good for us to remember this verse so that we take time to pray for them.










Read verses 5-6.  “However, now I am ______ _____ to Him who _____ ___ , but 
not one of you asks Me, ‘______ ____ ____ ______ ?’  Yet, because I have spoken 
these things to you, _______ has ______ ____ ______ .”
Read Chapter 13:36.  Peter did ask a similar question and Chapter 14:5 where Thomas asked a similar question.  
Jesus’ disciples were concerned that Jesus was going to leave them and what would happen to them after He left them.  But were they really concerned about where Jesus was going and what was going to happen to Him. 
Read verses 7-11.  Jesus goes on to explain to His disciples why He must go away.  
“Nevertheless I am telling you ___ _____ .  It is beneficial for you that I ___ ___ 
_____ , because if I don’t go away the ________ will not _____ ___ ____ .  But if 
I do go, I will ____ ____ to you.  And when He comes ___ ____ ______ the world 
concerning ____ and _____________ and __________ :  concerning sin, because 
they _____ _______ ___ ____ ; concerning righteousness, because I am _____ 
_____ to ___ _______ and you will no longer see Me; and concerning judgement, 
because ____ ______ of this world has been _______ .”                                                                                                                                      
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When someone we love is close to dying it is hard for us to think that it is better for us that they go.  We usually think, especially if they are suffering, that it is better for them to die and go to be with Jesus.
The disciples did not know what was about to happen to Jesus but we know because it happened in the past and we can read the story.

So let’s think about what happened to Jesus and see how hard it would have been if we were one of the disciples and we did know what was about to happen to Him.

· It is to our advantage that Jesus is about to be arrested.

· It is to our advantage that Jesus is about to be beaten so badly that He could not be recognised. 
· It is to our advantage that Jesus is about to be nailed to a cross and die like a criminal.

· It is to our advantage that Jesus’ dead body is about to be laid in a cold dark grave.

Discuss how you would feel if you were one of the disciples and you knew this part of what was about to happen to Jesus when He said, “It is to your advantage that I am going away?”

What the disciples did not understand was that Jesus wanted them to have a much richer relationship with God than He was able to give them.  This was possible because Jesus wanted to be able to send them the Holy Spirit who would live inside them and give them God’s power to be able to do all the things that Jesus did when He was here on earth.

Through the presence of the Holy Spirit Jesus would be able to be with all believers throughout the world at the same time rather than just being with His disciples.  Read Matthew 18:19-20.

What did Jesus tell us the Holy Spirit would do after Jesus sent Him to earth?

· The Holy Spirit would convict the world of sin because the world doesn’t believe in Jesus. 
The Holy Spirit can work in the lives of people to show us the wrong we 

are doing.  The Holy Spirit can give direction to guide us away from sin and

onto a path that will lead us to our Saviour, Jesus Christ.
· The Holy Spirit would convict the world of righteousness because Jesus was returning to His Father in Heaven.

When Jesus was here on earth many people believed He was a liar who claimed to be the Son of God.  When Jesus rose from the dead and returned to Heaven He proved that He truly was the Son of God who was perfect in every way.
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There is a big contrast between Jesus as perfect man and perfect God compared to the unrighteous, unholy mankind.  
The Holy Spirit working in the lives of believers and unbelievers shows the big difference between the holiness of God and the sinfulness of man. 

· The Holy Spirit would convict the world of judgement because the ruler of this world has been judged.
The Holy Spirit warns us that Satan will only have a set time to be free to turn people’s hearts away from God and then will come his judgement and eternal punishment.  The Holy Spirit warns us that to follow after the world and Satan will only lead to our destruction.
“Where two or three gather in My name, there I am with them.”
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Read verses 12-15.  “I still have _____ ______ ___ ____ ____ , but you can’t 
bear them now.  But when He, ___ _____ ___ ______ , comes, He will ______ 

____ into all the truth.  For ___ ____ ____ ______ on His own _________ , but 
He will speak _________ ____ _____ .  He will also declare to you ____ ______ 
that are ___ _____.  He will _______ ___ , because He will take from what is 
_____ and _______ ___ ___ ____ .  Everything that the Father has is _____ .  
That is why I told you that He ______ _____ what is _____ and will 
___________ ___ ___ ____.”
We have seen from the Gospel of John that Jesus was teaching the people about God and Heaven.  Jesus’ ministry was showing people the way to God through Him as the Son of God but Jesus did not teach about the church as we know it today or all the many writings in the rest of the New Testament.  
These things were to be taught to us through the leading of the Holy Spirit in the lives of the men who wrote the different Letters.  

Look through the index in your Bibles and make a list of these men who wrote the different Books in the New Testament. 
The ministry of the Holy Spirit is to show us what Jesus is like.  Sometimes the Holy Spirit will work through dreams or visions or things that we experience in our lives and often the Holy Spirit will work best when we sit quietly and read the Scriptures.
Read the following verses and discuss how these verses show the truth of what Jesus has said in verse 15.

· 1 Corinthians 1:22-25.  Jesus is the power and wisdom of God.
· Hebrews 1:1-3.  Jesus is the exact image of God.
· Colossians 1:15-20.  All the fullness of God dwells in Jesus.
Read verses 16-19.  Jesus knew that His disciples did not understand what He was saying to them.  Again, we can work out what Jesus was telling His disciples because we are looking back in time.
Discuss what you think Jesus was telling His disciples when He said:

· “A little while and you will not see Me!”

· “And again a little while and you will see Me!”

· “Because I am going to the Father!”
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The time of Jesus’ arrest and death was only a few hours away.  When this happened His disciples would not see Him.  We can look back and know that Jesus rose from the dead on the third day.  

After His resurrection He appeared to His disciples and they were able to see Him again but they did not have the same closeness with Jesus that they had before His death!

Do you remember reading the phrase, “Because I am going to the Father” earlier in Chapter 16?  What was Jesus talking about when He said this in verse 10?
Jesus needed to go to the Father so that the Holy Spirit could come.  The Holy Spirit makes it possible for all believers to see Jesus in a way that was never possible before.
Read verses 20-22.  Jesus explained, “Amen, amen I tell you, you will _____ ___ 

_____ , but the world will be _____ ; you will become _________ , but your 

______ will _____ ___ ____ .”  
Does this fit with what we discussed from what Jesus said in verse 16?”
Jesus uses an example of a woman giving birth to a baby.  When the time has come for the baby to be born the woman experiences a lot of pain but after the baby is born she is full of joy at the sight of her new born baby.

This was a good example for Jesus to use because the disciples were experiencing pain even as Jesus was talking with them and that pain was going to increase as they watched what was happening to Jesus with His arrest and death.

What did Jesus tell His disciples in verse 22?  “Therefore you also have _______ 
now.  But I will ____ ____ _____ ; then your heart will be ______ and no one will 
____ ____ ___ _____ ____ .” 

Peter, one of Jesus closest disciples wrote about this in one of his letter in the New Testament.  Read 1 Peter 1:3-9.
Read verses 23-24.  “In ____ ____ you will ask Me _______ .  ‘Amen, amen, I tell 
you, whatever you ____ ____ ______ in My name He will ____ ____ .  Until now 
you have asked for ________ ___ ____ _____ .  Ask and you will _______ , that 
your ____ ____ ___ ________ .’”
Discuss the difference between what Jesus has just told His disciples in these verses and what Jesus told His disciples in Chapter 14:13-14?

Read Chapter 15:7 & 16 and discuss what is necessary for our prayers to be answered.
-94-

Go back and read verses 23-24.  Our first question should be, “In which day?”  Remember in this chapter we are talking about Jesus going away so that He can send the Holy Spirit.  Jesus is telling His disciples that when the Holy Spirit comes things will be different. 
Read Romans 8:26-27.

When Jesus was with His disciples they could talk face to face with Him and ask Him questions when they didn’t understand or wanted to know something.  But when Jesus goes back to the Father in Heaven the disciples will not have Him with them in person any more.  They will not be able to ask Jesus any questions face to face.  But Jesus wants His disciples and us to know that we can pray to the Father and He will answer us because we are praying in Jesus Name.  
It’s like saying, “Father, Jesus said its okay for me to come and ask You this questions and He said You would show me the answer.”

When we can start to understand how much the Father loves us, and we can start to see how He answers our prayers, we will be able to understand what Jesus told His disciples about finding complete joy in knowing this special relationship we have with the Father and the Holy Spirit.  This is all possible because we have trusted Jesus as our Saviour.  
Read Chapter 14:19-21.
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CHAPTER  17:  Read the verses.  Fill in the blanks and answer the following questions.
This is the prayer that Jesus prayed just before He was arrested.

Read verses 1-5 and look for the words that are repeated.  “Jesus spoke these 
things, raised His eyes to ________ , and said: ‘Father, ____ _____ ____ _____ !  
_______ Your Son, so that Your Son also may _______ ____ , 
just as You gave Him _________ over ___ _______ , so that He will give 
_______ ____ to all whom You have given Him.  
And this is _______ ____ , that they may know You, the ____ ____ ____ and 
the One _____ ____ _____ _____ – Jesus Christ.
I have ________ You on the earth.  I have _________ ____ _____ You have 
______ Me to do.
And now, Father, _______ ___ at Your side with the ______ which I had ___ _____ ____ before the world _______ .’”

Discuss the following:

- What words show how close Jesus is to God the Father?
- What do you think Jesus meant when He said, “The Hour has come?”  

- How did Jesus glorify God the Father?

- What is the gift that Jesus has the authority to give to us?

Also read Chapter 3:35.
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Read verses 6-11.  Jesus continues His prayers.
“I have _________ You ______ to the men whom ____ _____ ______ ____ 
out of the world; _____ _____ _____ , You have given them ___ ____ , and they 
have _____ _____ _____ .
Now they have _____ ___ _____ that ___ ______ You have given to Me are 
_____ ____ .

For the words which You _____ _____ ___ ____ , I have given ___ _____ ; and 
they have ________ ____ and _____ ____ ____ that I came forth from You.  
And they have _______ that ____ ____ ____ .

I ____ ___ ____ .  I am not praying for the world, but for _____ _____ ____

have ______ ____,  because they are _____ .

And ___ ____ _____ ____ _____ , and Yours are mine, and I have been 
_______ ___ _____ .

Now I am no longer ___ ____ ______ , but these are in the world, and I am ______ ___ ____ .  ‘Holy Father, _______ _____ through _____ _____ which 
You have ______ ___ ____ , so that they may be ____ just as ____ ____ .’”
Go back and read verses 1 & 5.  How did Jesus address God the Father in these 
verses?  _________

Notice how Jesus addresses God the Father in verse 11.  What title does Jesus 
give to God the Father?  ______ _______

Why do you think Jesus gave God the Father this title?  

Read Isaiah 6:1-5 and Revelation 4:8.  God is perfect, He is sinless, in fact He never can sin but even more than that, God’s holiness, in words that we can understand, leaves us standing wide eyed with mouth open, as we try to grasp even the smallest understanding of who He is.

Describe how the angels in Isaiah used their wings.  It almost looks like they are saying, “I’m not worthy to be here!”  Interesting when angels themselves are sinless but obviously they do not have anywhere near the glory and holiness of God.

In Revelation 1:12-18 the apostle John, the same man who is writing this Gospel of John that we are studying, saw the glory of God in Jesus.  What was John’s reaction to what he saw?

Now read 1 Peter 1:14-19.  Holy for us means to be set apart from the world so that we can be dedicated to God, to belong to God, as His children, to be like God our Father.
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Discuss what Peter is telling us about the way we are to live our lives.  
Go back and read verses 6-11 of Jesus’ prayer.  From these verses discuss what the Father has given to Jesus, His Son:

· In verse 6.
· In verse 7. 
· In verse 8.
· In verse 9.
· In verse 11?

From these verses discuss:

· Why God was able to give these things to Jesus.

· What the disciples came to know from the things Jesus taught them.

Read verses 12-15.  “While I was with them __ ___ _____ I protected them 
______ ____ _____ .  Those whom You have given Me __ ______ ; and not one 
of them is ____ except the son of perdition, that the Scriptures may be fulfilled.
But now I am ______ ___ ____ , and I speak these things in the world so that 
they may have ___ ___ ________ in them.
I have given them ____ ____ ; and the world _____ ____ because they are not 
___ ___ _____ , just as I am ___ ___ ___ _____ .

I am not praying that You ____ ____ ___ of the world, but that You _______ 
____ from the ____ ___ .

Discuss:  
- How Jesus said He protected His disciples. 


- Why Jesus taught His disciple the things He did.


- What you think Jesus was talking about when He said, “so that

  they may have My joy fulfilled in them.”
Read verses 16-19.  They are ____ ___ ____ _____ , just as I am ____ ___ ____ 

______ .  Sanctify them ___ ____ _____ ; Your word is _____ .  Just as ____ 

____ ___ into the world, I also have ____ ____ ____ ___ _____ .  And for their 
sakes __ ______ _____ , so that they also ____ ___ ________ by the _____ .

Sanctify is a word that means to live for the purpose that we were created.  To sanctify someone is to set them apart for the purpose that God intended.  God planned our lives even before He created the world.  His plan for us was that we should be holy just like Himself and that we should live our lives to bring honour and glory to His Name.

Discuss from these verses how we become sanctified.  

Also read 1 Corinthians 6:7-11.
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Discuss how we should live if we are living the way God planned for us.  
What can we do at home, at school, in our neighbourhood and in our church so that we can show to others that we are one of God’s children and we are choosing to live to bring honour and glory to His Name. 




Discuss why you think Jesus said, “They are not of this world”.

Read verses 20-21.  I pray ___ ____ ___ ____ , but also for ____ ____ ______ 

___ ___ through ____ _______ ; that they all ____ ___ ____ , just as You, 
Father, are ___ ___ , and I ___ ____ ; that in Us they also ____ ___ ____ , so 
that the world may believe ____ ___ ____ ___ .

Discuss:  - Who Jesus said He was praying for in these verses.

      - What Jesus said would be the end result of us being united with each
         other and with Him?







Read verses 22-23.  And ___ _____ which ____ ____ _____ ___ ___ I have 
given to them, that they ___ ___ ____ just as We are ___ :  I in ____ and You in ___ ; so that they may be ____ ______ __ ___ , and that the world may know 
that ____ ____ ___ and have _____ ____ just as You have _____ ___ . 
Discuss from these verses why Jesus said He has given the glory of God to those who follow Him.
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Read verse 24.  Father, I desire that they also whom You have _____ ___ may be 
____ ___ _____ __ ___ , so that they may ____ ___ _____ which You have 
_____ ___; because ___ _____ ___ before the founding of ___ _____.





Discuss from these verses why Jesus wanted us to be with Him where He is.

Read verses 25-26  _________ ______ !  The world has not ______ ___ , but I 
have ______ ____ ; and these have ______ ____ ___ ____ ___ .  And I made 
____ ____ known to ____ and will _____ ___ _____ , so that the ____ with 
which You have _____ ___ may be ___ ____ , and I ___ ____ .

How does Jesus address God the Father in this part of His prayer?
___________ _______

Righteous is the way that God acts because He is holy.  God is always right and fair.  God always keeps His promises.  God always judges us according to the standards He has set but always those judgements are based on His love for us and His desire that we should be holy just as He is holy.


Discuss why you think it is so important for us to know the Name of God.  

One by one go around your class and in turn everyone is to say their own name.  After each one has said their name then everyone else in turn is to say something that comes into their mind about their friend when they hear their name called.

When we hear someone’s name we usually have a picture form in our mind about something we have done with that person or something we have seen them do.  We will have happy memories about them or sad or sometimes even angry memories.  

Even if we don’t know someone, when we hear a name we often start to imagine what that person would look like.  
Our understanding of another person comes to our mind when we hear their name.

This is why it is so important for us to learn as much as we can about God.  In our mind God can be so small and unimportant because we are not interested in knowing Him.  
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The more we learn about God the bigger He becomes in our mind.  The bigger God becomes in our understanding of Him the stronger and more powerful He becomes and so we learn to trust Him more.  Read Proverbs 18:10.
As we study through the Bible we will see that God gives Himself different Names to teach us something different about His character.  Who He is and how He wants to help us in whatever situation we find ourselves in throughout our lives.

Here are some of the Names that tell us more about our God.

The Name “Jehovah or Yahweh” written as LORD in all capitals is the most sacred Name of God.  This Name is so sacred that it is only used for the One True God.  In the Old Testament part of our Bible it can be found more than 6,000 times which tells us that the Bible is all about our God and His plan for us.  
Read Exodus 3:14-15.   The Great I AM.

       



In fact the Name was so sacred that God’s people would not even pronounce it.  Instead they used the Name “Adonai” which means Lord. 

The Name “Jehovah” tells us that God is eternal and unchanging.  The Name Jehovah tells us that God wants a personal relationship with us that will bind us together with Him for all eternity.  Read Romans 8:38-39.
The Name “Jehovah Nissi” tells us that God is the One who gives us the victory over every situation we face in life.  Read Romans 8:31-37.

  



The Name “Jehovah Rapha” tells us that God is the One who is the great healer.  Read Exodus 15:26.
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The Name “Jehovah Jireh” tells us that God is the One who provides for us everything that we need.  Read Luke 12:22-34.




The Name “Jehovah Shammah” tells us that God will live with His people.  In fact the name of the city of Jerusalem, God’s holy city is the Name “Jehovah Shammah”.  Read Ezekiel 48:35. 





The Name “Jehovah Roi” tells us that God is our Shepherd who sees everything that we need and provides us with those things.  Read Psalm 23.





The Name “Jehovah Tsidkenu” tells us that God is righteous.  Remember we said righteous is the way that God acts because He is holy.  God is always right and fair.  God always keeps His promises.  God always judges us according to the standards He has set but always those judgements are based on His love for us and His desire that we should be holy just as He is holy.  Read Jeremiah 23:5-6.





The Name “Jehovah Shalom” tells us that God is the God of peace.  
Read Judges 6:21-24.
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The Name “Jehovah Sabaoth” tells us that God is the Lord Almighty the ruler of the angels, the armies of Heaven.  This is our God who fights for us and protects us.  Read 2 Kings 6:15-17.




The Name “Elohim” tells us that God is the all-powerful Creator, the Mighty Leader. Read Deuteronomy 10:17.





The Name “El Shaddai” tells us that our God is the Almighty God who can do what is humanly impossible.  Read Genesis 17:1 & 15-17.  What other events can you think of that God performed that were humanly impossible?




These are only a few Names from the Bible that tell us something about our God.  When we read the words, “the Name of God” in the Bible those few words are telling us to think about everything that the Bible and creation teaches us about the God who loves us, just like when we hear a friends name and we thing about what that friend is like.  Read Psalm 8:1



Let’s read verses 25-26 again.  “Righteous Father!  The world has not known You, but I have known You; and these have known that You sent Me.  And I made Your Name known to them and will make it known, so that the love with which You have loved Me may be in them, and I in them.”
Now when we read the words, “And I made Your Name known to them and will make it known” we can start to see how powerful that Name of God really is. 
* * * * * * * * * * *
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CHAPTER  18:  Read the verses.  Fill in the blanks and answer the following questions.
To help us remember what has happened so far in the night before Jesus’ crucifixion we need to go back to Chapter 13 and read verses 1-5.  Jesus and His disciples were having a meal together.  Discuss what Jesus did.

Read Chapter 13:21-22.  After the meal Jesus told His disciples that one of them would betray Him.  Who was that disciple?  We will see this happen in Chapter 18.

Read Chapter 13:36-38.  Jesus warns Peter that he is about to deny Him.  Discuss how you think Peter would have felt when Jesus said this to him.  We will also see this happen in Chapter 18.

Chapters 14-16 were special Chapters where Jesus taught His disciples the things that were important for them to know while Jesus was still with them.

Chapter 17 was the prayer that Jesus prayed before He and the disciples left the house where they had shared a meal together.
Now we have come to Chapter 18 where we will see all those things happening that Jesus has just warned His disciples about.  

Read verses 1-2.  When Jesus had said these things, He went out ____ ___ 

________ across the Kedron ravine, where there was a ______ which He and His 
disciples entered.  Now ______ , ___ _______ , also knew the place, because 
_____ often met there _____ ___ _______ .

It is interesting that Jesus chose to go to a place where He had often gone with His disciples.  Judas would have known where to find Jesus because Judas had been there many times with Jesus and the other disciples.  

Read Chapter 10:17-18.  Jesus did not try to hide but rather He always remembered the plan that God the Father had for His life.

Read Matthew 26:36 to find the name of the garden where Jesus went with His 

disciples.  ___________

Read verse 3.  So Judas took a ___________ ___ _______ and _____ ______ 
______ from the ______ _______ and _________, and came there with 
________ , _______ , and ________ .  

Who did Judas take with him when he went to betray Jesus and what were they carrying?
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The soldiers were Roman soldiers who were on duty because of the Jewish Passover festival.  They were part of 300 – 600 specially trained soldiers who were responsible for making sure there was no rioting or rebellion among the people.  There is no record of exactly how many soldiers came to arrest Jesus.
You can read what the other four Gospels say about how many people came to arrest Jesus in Matthew 26:47, Mark 14:43 and Luke 22:47.  In each of these readings we are told a “large crowd or a crowd” which tells us there were lots of soldiers and temple police.
The police were Levites, servants from the temple.  We met them before in Chapter 7:32.
They carried lanterns.  Not like the lanterns we might have with kerosene but these lanterns were made of clay with holes around the outside.  A candle or oil was put inside the clay pot to give a flame that would give light. 
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They also carried torches.  Not like the torches we might have with batteries but these torches were often made from a reed or bamboo.  The top was bowl shaped to hold old rags dipped in oil or the rags dipped in oil were wrapped around the top of the reed or bamboo.  When the rags were lit they would give light. 
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The weapons they carried would have been swords, spears and staves which are thin wooden poles.  Again very different to the weapons used today even by our policemen when they go to arrest a criminal.
Read verses 4-5.  Then Jesus, ________ ___________ that was going to happen 
to Him, ______ ____ and said to them, “_____ ___ ___ ______ _______ 

____?”  “Jesus the Nazarene,” they answered Him.  “ __ ____ ___ , ”Jesus told 
them.  And ______ , ____ ________ , was also ________ ____ _____ .

Read verse 6.  So when He told them, “__ ___ ___ ,” they shrank back and ____ __ ___ ______ .

Remember back at the end of Chapter 17 we studied the Names of God.  Jehovah!  The great I AM!  When we read Chapters 8:58 and 13:19 Jesus is using that same Name for Himself, the same Name that God used when He talked to Moses in Exodus 3:14.  When the people heard Jesus refer to Himself as I AM they knew straight away what He was saying to them.  I am Jehovah, your God!
In Chapter 13:19 as in verse 5 & 8 of this Chapter the last word “He” is not in the original writing.  It has been added by the translators.  

Remember the power of the Name of God that we studied at the end of Chapter 17.  Here it is shown to us.  This is the power of the Name of our God.

The words that are used in the original writing say that the soldiers and temple police went staggering and stumbling backwards as if some powerful force had hit them.  They fell so hard that it looked like they were dead corpses falling to the ground.

These specially trained fighting soldiers had come, fully armed, to arrest Jesus.  All Jesus needed to defend Himself was His own Name.

Read verses 7-9.  Then He asked them again, “Who is it you’re ______ ___ ?”  
“ _____ ___ ________ ,” they said.  “I told you that __ ___ ___ ,” Jesus replied.  
“So if you’re looking for ___ , ___ _____ ____ ___ .”  This was to fulfil the 
_________ which He had made:  “Of those ____ ____ _____ ___ I have not 
____ ___ .”  This had been part of Jesus’ prayer in Chapter 17:12.
Read verses 10-11.  Then ______ _____ , who had a _____ , drew it, struck the 
____ ______ _______ , and cut off his _____ ____ .  (The servant’s name was 
Malchus.)  So Jesus said to _____ , “ _______ ____ _____ !  Shall I not _____ 

___ ____ which the ______ ____ _____ ___ ?”

Jesus knew that this was what the Father had sent Him to earth to do.  
-106-

Even though Peter meant to defend His Friend it was also an act of trying to stop God’s plan for Jesus and God’s plan for the salvation of the whole world.

Read verse 12.  Then the __________ ___ _______ , the _______ , and the 
______ ______ ______ arrested Jesus and ____ ____ ___ .  
We saw from verse 6 that Jesus could easily have walked away from the soldiers and temple police.  The only power they had over Him was the power that He gave them.

Because Jesus knew that the cross was the only way to being us salvation He made the choice to willingly surrender Himself to those who had come to arrest Him.
Read verses 13-14.  They first led Him away to ______ , for he was the father-in-
law of ________ , who was ____ _____ ____ ____ .  Now it was ________ who 
had advised the _____ that it was _____________ that one man should ___ ___ 

___ ______ .
Find 10 things missing from the second picture.  Draw them in so that both pictures are the same before colouring the pictures.
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Annas was a man of great authority amongst the Jews because he had been a high priest for many years.  Now his son-in-law, Caiaphas was high priest.  Because the Romans were now ruling Israel it was the Romans and not God who appointed these men to be high priests.
We met Caiaphas back in Chapter 11:45-51.

The high priest was the supreme religious leader of the Jewish people.  Only the high priest was allowed to enter the Most Holy Place behind the veil in the temple to stand before God.


The most important duty of the high priest was to conduct the service on the Day of Atonement each year.  
First the high priest had to make a sacrifice for himself then a sacrifice for the people, to make the payment for all their sins that had been committed that year.

Only then could he bring a bowl of the blood from the sacrifice into the Holy of Holies to sprinkle the blood on the mercy seat that covered the Ark of the Covenant, God’s throne.  
You can read about this in Leviticus 16:11-17.  Aaron who was the brother of Moses was the first high priest.

In the Old Testament, if someone spoke on behalf of God, he was always either a Priest or a prophet.  If we read Luke 1:5-17 we will see why God chose John the Baptist to be the one to tell the people about the coming Messiah.
John the Baptist was a descendant of Abijah and Aaron who were high priests appointed by God back in the Old Testament so now we can see that John the Baptist was a priest appointed by God.
Verses 14-17 tells us that John the Baptist would not drink wine or strong drink which speaks to us about a special vow that people took if they were going to dedicate their lives to serving God.  
We can also see that John the Baptist would preach about Jesus in the “spirit of Elijah”.  Elijah was a great prophet from the Old Testament.  So we can see from these verses that John the Baptist was also a prophet.
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If we read John 1:29 we can see that John the Baptist knew who Jesus was.  What did John the Baptist call Jesus?  

Read Matthew 11:7-14 to find out what Jesus said about John the Baptist.

But what happened to John the Baptist?  Why is he not here when Jesus has been brought to trial?  Read Mark 6:22-28 to find out what happened to John the Baptist.
So now we can see why John the Baptist is not here and we have Annas and Caiaphas bringing Jesus to trial.  The sad thing about the way Annas and Caiaphas are treating Jesus is that these high priests have been offering the sacrifices for their people waiting for the day their Messiah would come and now here He is standing right in front of them but they did not know Him.
Read verses 15-18.  Meanwhile ______ _____ was ________ _____, as was the 
other ________ .  Now that disciple was an acquaintance of the _____ ______ , 
so he went into the _____ ______ _________ with _____ .  But ______ was 
________ _______ by the door.  So the other disciple, who was an acquaintance 
of the _____ ______ , went out and spoke to the ____ ____ ____ ___ _____  , 
and ______ _____ ___ .  Then the ____________ who kept the door said to 
Peter, “You aren’t one of ____ _____ ________ ___ , are you?”  “ __ ___ ____ ! 
He said.  Now the _________ and the _______ ______ had made a ________ 

____  , because it was _____ , and they were standing there ________ 

__________ .  _____ also was standing ____ _____ and ________ ________ .
There is a very good Psalm that warns us about the dangers of what Peter is doing.  
Read Psalm 1 and take special note of verse 1.  “Blessed is the man who _____ ____ 

_____  in the counsel of the wicked or ______ in the way of sinners or ____ in 
the seat of mockers.”
First we walk with the wrong people, those who try to turn us away from following Jesus.  While we are walking we still have a chance to turn around and head in the right direction.  But when we stand with people who are trying to turn us away from following Jesus then we will find ourselves joining in their conversation and starting to feel more comfortable with the way they are living their lives.  Then we find we are comfortable enough to sit with these people and join in their lifestyle.  We are happy to be just like them!  Jesus is no longer important to us.

Peter should have remembered the warning Jesus gave him just a few short hours ago.  Read Chapter 13:37-38.  What did Jesus warn Peter about?
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Read verses 19-24  Then the ____ _____ questioned ______ about His ________ 
and about His ________ .  Jesus answered him, “I have spoken ______ ___ ____ 
______ .  I have always taught in ____________ and in the ______ ______ , 
where the Jews always __________ , and I have spoken ________ ___ ______ .  
Why do you ________ ___ ?  Question those who ______ _____ __ ____ ____ .  
Look, they know what I said!”  And when He had said these things, one of the 
______ ______ standing by _______ _____ _____ , saying, “Is that any way to 
______ ___ ____ _____ ?”  “If I have spoken wrongly,” Jesus answered him, “give 
________ about the ______ ; but if rightly, ____ ___ ____ ____ ___ ?”  
______ sent Him ______ ___ ________ the high priest.

Read verses 25-27.  Now ______ _____ was ________ and _______ _______ .  
So they said to him, “You aren’t ____ ___ ___ ________ ___ , are you?”  Then he 
______ __ and said, “ __ ___ ____ !”  One of the ____ ______ _______ , a 
relative of the man whose ear Peter had ____ ___ , said, “Didn’t I see you with Him 
___ ____ ______ ?”  
Then Peter _______ ___ _____ , and at once a _______ ______ .  

Read what Luke tells about this incident in Luke 22:55-62.  Discuss how you think Peter would have felt at that time?
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Read verse 28.  So they took _____ ____ ________ to the governor’s 
headquarters, and it was ______ _______ .  But they did not enter the 
headquarters themselves, in order that they might ____ ___ _______ , but might 
____ ____ ________ .

The governor’s headquarters was the place where the governor [Pilate] lived and also the place where he held his court hearings.  Because Pilate was a Gentile the Jews could not risk touching anything that was considered by them to be “unclean” or they would not be permitted to take part in celebrating the special Passover festival until the evening when they must go through all the ceremonial washings.
Read verses 29-32.  Then ______ came out to them and said, “What ______ do 
you bring _______ ____ ____ ?”  In reply, they said to him. “If this man were 
____ __ _______ , we would not have _______ ____ _____ ___ ___ .”  So Pilate 
told them, “You _____ ____ yourselves and _____ ____ ________ ___ ____ 
____ .”  Therefore the _____ said to him, “It’s not ______ for us to ____ 
_______ ___ _____ .”  This was to _______ the statement of ______ , which He 
made to indicate what sort of _______ ___ ____ _____ __ ____ .

Crucifixion was a Roman form of execution.  It was not a Jewish form of execution.  This is why the priests wanted Jesus to be judged by a Roman court.
Read verses 33-35.  Then ______ went back into the ____________ , called 
______ , and said to Him, “Are You the _____ ___ ____ _____?”  Jesus answered 
him, “Are you saying this on your own, or have others _____ ____ _____ ___ ?”  
Pilate replied, “I’m not a ____ , ___ __ ?  Your own _______ and the _____ 
______ handed You over to me.  _____ ____ ____ _____ ?”
Notice Pilate’s concern was not first of all, what had Jesus done wrong but “Are You the King of the Jews?”  Pilate wanted to know if Jesus was building up an army to overpower the Romans who were ruling the country of Israel.
Indeed Jesus is a King but He is not going to attack the Romans.

The only charge against Jesus is that He is a criminal who deserves to die!

Read verse 36.  Jesus answered Pilate, “My _________ is not of ____ ______ ,” 
Jesus answered.  “If ___ ________ were of this world, ___ ________ _____ 

_____ , so that I wouldn’t be _______ _____ ___ ____ _____ .  But in fact My 
kingdom does not have its _______ _____ .”

Discuss what you think Jesus is talking about in this verse. 
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Pilate had 3,000 soldiers under his command but only a few hundred were in Jerusalem at this time.  If Jesus had wanted to make trouble, he could have done so.  Notice again that Jesus has made a choice to obey the Father’s will even if it means He must suffer and die.  Jesus was willing to make the “once for all times sacrifice” for all our sins.
Read verse 37.  So _______ said to Him, “You are a _____ then?”  “You say that 
__ ___ __ ____ ,” Jesus replied.  “For this __ ____ _____ , and for this __ ____ 
_____ ____ ____ ______ , to testify to ____ _____ .  Everyone who is of the 
______ ______ ___ ___ _____ .”

Discuss what Jesus said in reply to Pilate’s question.  Read the following verses and discuss what words and ideas you see repeated.  Chapter 1:1, 14, 17;  4:23-24;  5:33;  8:32, 40, 44;  14:6, 17;  15:26;  16:7, 13;  17:8, 17, 19;  19:35.  
We can see that Jesus is full of truth and that it is His truth that sets us free.

Just read the first part of verse 38.  Pilate said to Him, “ ____ ___ _____ ?”  
Discuss how you would answer someone who asked you this question.

Now read the second part of verse 38-39  And when he had said this, he _____ 
___ ___ ____ ____ again and told them, “I find _________ ___ ______ ___ 
_______ ____ .  But you have a ______ that I _______ ___ ____ to you at the 
________ .  So do you want me to _______ the _____ ___ ____ ____ for you?”

Notice Pilate did not wait for Jesus to answer.  In these verses we see two sides to a truth argument.  Pilate knew what he believed to be true about Jesus, and what was that?

But the Jewish leaders knew what they believed to be true about Jesus.  And what was that?

Jesus told Pilate what truth was back in verse 37.  Whatever Jesus spoke was truth but the only people who know the truth is those who listen to His words.  And so we see that Pilate had his understanding of what was true about Jesus BUT the Jews had a different understanding of what was true about Jesus.  
We will see what happens when we get to Chapter 19.  

Read verse 40.  Then they all _______ _____ , “Not ____ ______ , but 
_________ !  Now ________ ____ __ ______ .

Once again the Jewish leaders show what they believe to be truth with regards to Jesus.  Jesus deserves death and a criminal deserves freedom.  Do you think that is “truth?”
* * * * * * * * * * *
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CHAPTER  19:  Read the verses.  Fill in the blanks and answer the following questions.
Read verses 1-4.  So then ______ ____ _____  and had Him _______ .  Also the 
soldiers ______ __ _____ out of ______ and put it ___ ____ ____ .  And they 
threw a _______ ____ around Him and kept saying, “Hail, ____ __ ___ ____ !”  
And they kept ________ ___ ____ .  ______ then went out again and said to 
them, “Look, ____ ______ ____ ___ __ ___ , so that you may know that __ ____ 

_________ ___ _______ for charging Him.”

Pilate is the one who has the power to judge and make decisions based on what he believes to be truth.  Remember, Pilate has the power to release Jesus at any time.  Does it look like he is acting on the fact that he believes Jesus is innocent?

Flogging was a long process of whipping.  Jesus hands would have been tied to a pole above His head.  The whip had a number of cords with small lead balls, rocks or bone pieces tied into them.  The whip would cut deep into Jesus’ back and neck and tear out pieces of His flesh.
[image: image36.jpg]


       
Because Pilate found no charge against Jesus this should have been the end of the trial and Jesus should have been set free.

Read verses 5-6  Then _____ ____ ___ wearing the _____ __ _____ and the 
______ ____ .  And ______ said to them, “ ____ !  ___ ____ !”  So when the 
____ ______ and the ______ _____ saw Him, they shouted, “ ______ !  _______  

____ !”  ______ told them, “Take Him and ______ ___ _________ , because I 
find ___ ______ ___ _______ ____ .”
When we read about what was happening to Jesus it is easy for us to get angry at Pilate and the Jews but if it is truth we want to hear then we need to take equal responsibility for what is happening to Jesus because this was the price He was willing to pay for the sins that you and I commit.
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What Pilate is really saying is, “I don’t believe this Man is guilty and I don’t want anything to do with His death.”  But Pilate still had the power to stop what was happening if he wanted to.
Read verses 7-9.  “We have a ____ ,” the Jews answered him, “and according to our 
____ ___ _____ ____ , because He made Himself the ____ ___ ____ .”  So when 
______ heard this statement, he was _____ ______ ____ ____ .  Then he went 
back into the _____________ again, and said to Jesus, “ _____ ____ ____ 
_____ ?  But Jesus gave him ___ ______ .”

The Jews now bring an accusation against Jesus because He claimed that He was the Son of God.  We saw how they reacted to this in Chapters 5:18 and 8:58-59.
There were at least two main reasons why Pilate was so afraid.  Pilate was a Roman and the ancient Romans believed in many different gods who they believed came down to earth to judge the humans and influence their lives.  
For example the Romans believed that the king of the gods was a god called Jupiter who guarded their city.  

So to hear that Jesus called Himself the Son of God would certainly given Pilate reason to be very afraid.  Now you can see why Pilate asked Jesus where He was from.  The other reason we will find in Matthew 27:19.  
Read verses 10-11.  So Pilate said to Him, “Aren’t You _______ ___ ___ ?  Don’t 
You know that I have _________ ___ ______ ____ and ________ ___ _______ 

____ ?”  “You would have no ________ ____ ____ at all,” Jesus replied, “if it 
hadn’t been ______ ___ ____ _____ _____ .  There fore, the one who ______ 

___ ____ ___ ____ has the _______ ____ .”
We have already seen if Pilate wanted to release Jesus he could have done so.  But God’s plan for Jesus was always that Jesus would be crucified.  We can even read about this in the Old Testament.  Read Isaiah 53:1-5.

And just a short time after Peter denied Jesus he stood boldly before thousands of people and preached openly about what had happened to Jesus.  
Read Acts 2:22-23.
Discuss what you think Jesus meant when He said, “the one who handed Me over to you has the greater sin.”  Is it possible to have a sin that is greater than someone else’s sin?
We know that the payment for sin is death.  We read this in Romans 6:23.  And we know that all sin separates us from God.  Isaiah 59:2.
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But the fact that Judas, one of Jesus’ own disciples and the religious leaders, betrayed Jesus and handed Him over to be tortured and crucified is a great sin because of what they knowingly did to Jesus.
Remember what we said about the high priest.  The high priest was the supreme religious leader of the Jewish people.  Only the high priest was allowed to enter the Most Holy Place behind the veil in the temple to stand before God.

So do you think God is happy with what the high priest is doing to His Son?

Read Chapter 1:11-14.

Pilate on the other hand is acting out of ignorance as to who Jesus really is.  What Pilate is doing is still sin because he knows that Jesus is innocent and that he should release Jesus but Pilate abuses the power that has been given to him and rather than releasing Jesus he gives Jesus into the hands of the ones who he knows will crucify an innocent Man.

The decisions we make can have long lasting effect on other people and for that we are guilty before God.

Find 10 things missing from the second picture.  Draw them in so that both pictures are the same before colouring the pictures.
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Read verse 12.  From that moment _______ kept trying to _______ ____ .  But 
the _____ shouted, “If you _______ this fellow, you aren’t ________ ______ .  
Everyone who sets himself up as _____ ______ _______ !” 
-115-

The Jews who are doing the shouting are the chief priests, the scribes and the elders of the people.  All those who should have been welcoming their Messiah are stirring up the people to cry out in favour of Jesus being crucified.
These spiritual leaders of God’s people did not have any respect for Caesar, the Roman Emperor who ruled over them.  This was a threat they used to try and scare Pilate into letting them have their way with crucifying Jesus.  They knew that even a rumour about a governor not showing total loyalty to the Emperor would cost him his life. 
Read verses 13-15.  So when _______ heard this statement, he brought _____ 

_______ .  And he sat down on the ______ ______ in a place called The Stone 
Pavement, but in Hebrew, Gabbatha.  Now it was the ____ ___ _________ ___ 

____ _______ , and it was about six a.m.  Then he said to the _____ , “Look!  
_____ _____ !”  But they shouted, “Take Him away!  _____ ____ _____ !  ______ 

____ !”  Pilate said to them, “ _____ __ _______ ____ _____ ?”  “We have no 
_____ ____ ______ !” the chief priests answered.
Pilate wants to finish this case against Jesus because he is now afraid for his own life.
The day of Preparation for the Passover was a busy day for the Jews.  Everything considered to be unclean according to their laws and customs had to be removed from their homes.  Not even a crumb could be left.  Everything considered unclean had to be burned.
Special foods needed to be bought for the Passover feast and the Jews needed to make sure that none of that food had come into contact with anything that was unclean.
Dishes and utensils, even the stove had to be carefully cleaned.

It is their custom for the first-born male of every family to fast on the day of Preparation for the Passover because it was the first-born male who was killed in the last of the 10 plagues in Egypt.  You can read about the first Passover in 
Exodus 12:1-14
The Jews were very careful to make the right preparations for the celebration of the Passover feast.  But sadly they had no thought for their Messiah who they were about to kill.

Read verses 16-19  So then he handed Him over to them ___ ___ _______ .  
They took _____ and led Him _____ .  And carrying ____ _____ , He went out to 
an area called _____ _____ , which in Hebrew is called ________ .  There they 
________ ____ , and two others with Him, one on ______ ____ , with Jesus in 
-116-

____ ______ .  ______ also had a ____ _______ and put on the _____ .  
And the inscription was:  

Read verses 20-22  Therefore many of the _____ read this _____ , because the 
place where Jesus was ________ was near ____ ____ , and it was written in 
______ , ______ , and ______ .  Then the _______ _____ ______ said to 
______ , “Don’t write, ‘ ____ _____ ___ ____ _____ ,’ but, ‘This fellow said, 
“ __ ___ ____ _____ ___ ____ _____ .”’”  Pilate replied, “What I have _______ , 
I have _______ !”
Golgotha, the place where Jesus was crucified was less than 500 meters from the city of Jerusalem.  Remember, the Jews were gathering at Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover Festival so there would have been many travellers on the road passing by where the crosses had been erected.  
The three languages allowed the Jews, the Greeks and the Romans to read what Pilate had written.

There would have been a lot of talk in the city about the trial and crucifixion of Jesus and now there He was for everyone to see, The King of Kings and Lord of Lords.

The very feast that the Jews are about to celebrate pointed to the day their Messiah would come.  Here He is, their Messiah, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the whole world, nailed on a cross.  
Read verses 23-24  So when the ________ had ________ _____ , they took His 
______ and ________ them into _____ _____ , a _____ for each _______ .  
They also took the ______ , but the ______ was ________ , woven in ____ 

_____ from the ____ .  So they said to one another, “Let’s not ____ __ , but ____ 

___ __ , to see who gets it.”  This was to ______ ___ ________ which says: 
“They ________ ___ _______ among themselves, And for ___ _______ they 
____ ____ .”  So the ________ did these things.
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Read Psalm 22:17-18 to see where this Scripture reference comes from.
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Read verses 25-27.  Meanwhile, standing by the ____ __ _____ were His ______ , 
and His ______ _____ , ____ the wife of _____ , and ____ __ ______ .  So when 
Jesus saw ___ ______ and the _______ ____ ___ _____ standing by, He said to 
___ _____ , “Woman, _____ __ ____ ___ !”  Then He said to the ______ ,

“There is ____ ______ !  And from that hour the _______ took her ____ ___ 
______ .
These women had been faithful followers of Jesus.  Mary his mother, His mother’s sister, in fact this Mary was her sister-in-law, her husband’s sister and Mary of Magdala from whom Jesus cast out 7 demons.  Read Luke 8:1-2.
-118-

Normally when someone is being tortured they would be thinking about themselves and their pain.  But in His pain Jesus’ thoughts turned to His mother who He knew would need someone special to comfort her and take care of her.  So He chose “the disciple He loved”, John, who is the disciple writing this Book.

Because Jesus was Mary’s eldest son and Joseph His father was already dead, Jesus was responsible for providing for and protecting His mother.  We might think it strange that Jesus would call His mother, “woman” but in the culture of the day this was not disrespectful.  

Read verses 28-30.  After this, when He saw that __________ was now 
____________ , in fulfilment of _________ , Jesus said, “ ___ ______ !”  Now a 
vessel full of ____ ____ was sitting there; and they filled a ______ with ____ 
____ , fixed it on a _____ __ ______ , and held it up to ___ _____ .  So when 
Jesus had received the ____ ____ , He said, “ __ __ _______ !”  And bowing His 
head, He _______ __ ___ _____ .

Read Psalm 69:21 to see the Scripture Jesus was talking about.
John wrote his Gospel in the Greek language and those last words that Jesus spoke are just one word in the Greek language.  “It is finished!” is the word, tetelestai.  Tetelestai means, “It is finished”!  It was a word that was used everyday.

When the Jewish people went to the temple with their sacrifices the high priest would carefully examine what was being offered and then he would say the Hebrew word for tetelesai which meant “Your offering is acceptable, it is perfect.”

When the people went to the market to buy food and the money was handed over, the seller would say, “tetelestai” which meant “the sale is finished, complete, the price has been paid in full and I am satisfied.

When a boy was able to tell his father a difficult passage of Scripture that he had learned or a girl showed her mother the bread she had baked for the family, they would say “tetelestai” and the parents would reply, “Well done, my child, I am very proud of you.”

So we can see when Jesus said, “It is finished” He was not saying I am about to die and that is the end.  What Jesus was saying was, “I have finished the work the Father sent Me to earth to do.”  The word was “tetelestai” and every priest, every adult and even the children knew exactly what Jesus meant.  “Paid in full! – The debt has been paid!”
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Read verses 31-34.  Therefore, since it was the ___________ ___ , so that the 
______ might not ______ __ ___ _____ on the _______ (for that _______ was 
a ____ ___ ), the ____ requested ______ that the ____ of the men might be 
______ , and that they might be _____ ____ .  So the _______ came and _____ 
the ____ of the _____ ____ and of the _____ ___ who had been ________ with 
Him.  But when they came to _____ they did not _____ ___ ____ , since they saw 
He was already ____ .  But one of the soldiers _______ ___ ____ with a ____ and 
at once _____ and _____ came out.

Read Deuteronomy 21:22-23.
Breaking the legs of those who had been crucified prevented them from moving up and down on the cross to relieve the pressure of their heavy bodies on their lungs. With their legs broken they would not have been able to breathe and they would soon suffocate.  
The soldiers broke the legs of the two men who were crucified with Jesus but they did not need to break Jesus’ legs because He was already dead.  
Now we need to ask, “Why was it so important for the body of Jesus to be removed from the cross?”  “What is the importance of a Sabbath and a high day?”

The high day is the most important day of the festival.  Read Chapter 7:37.

Remember, the Sabbath was a special day of rest that the LORD set apart each week for His people.  Nobody was allowed to do any work on the Sabbath.  
Read Leviticus 23:3.

Read verses 35-37.  Now he who saw this has ________ , so that you may ______ .  
And his ________ is ____ , and he knows he is _______ ___ _____ .  For these 
things happened so that the ________ _____ __ _______: ”Not one of His 
_____ ____ __ ______ .”  And again another ________ says: “They shall look on 
___ ____ ____ _______ .”

Why does John say he wrote this account of the crucifixion of Jesus?

What we have just read about Jesus’ crucifixion was recorded in the Old Testament many hundreds of years before they happened.  Read Psalm 34:19-20 and Zechariah 12:10.
Read verses 38-39.  After these things, ______ __ ________ , who was a 
_______ __ _____ , but ________ for fear of the ____ , asked _____ that he 
might _______ the body of Jesus.  So Pilate gave ________ .  Then he came and 
_______ the body of Jesus.  
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Now _________ (who had come to Jesus the first time __ ____ ) also came, 
bringing a ________ of about ___ ______ __ _____ ___ ____ .  
Have you ever been afraid to speak up and say that you believe in Jesus?  Well, that’s exactly what happened with these two men, Joseph and Nicodemus.  They kept it a secret that they followed Jesus because they were afraid they would be put out of the synagogue.  Read Chapter 12:42-43.

When Jesus was alive these men were afraid to speak openly about their faith in Jesus as their Messiah but now that Jesus is dead they boldly go and ask for His body so that they can give Him a proper burial.  

After watching Jesus suffer and die they knew that He truly was their Messiah who was willing to die for them so that they could live with Him for ever.  They were no longer afraid of what man could do to them.  Read Psalm 56:11.

We know that Joseph and Nicodemus could not have crept around in secret to take Jesus’ body to the tomb because the amount of myrrh and aloes they had weighed just over 45kg.  It is said there was enough spices to embalm 100 bodies.  And they would have needed a donkey to carry it all!  To buy this amount of myrrh and aloe would have cost about $200,000 which back then was a huge amount of money .  
Myrrh was the gum from a tree like the acacia found in Africa and Arabia and the aloe was a fragrant wood that was beaten to produce a perfumed gum.  This tree is found in South-East Asia but is very rare.  Myrrh and Aloe were mixed together and used as a perfume, like a room freshener to take away the smell of the dead body as it rotted.
Read verses 40-42.  So they took _____ ____ and ______ it in _____ _____ with 
the _______ _____ , according to the ______ ______ of the ____ .  Now at 
the place where He was crucified there was a ______ , and in the ______ a new 
____ in which no one had yet been interred.  So there they ______ _____ , since 
the ____ was nearby, because of the _____ _________ ___ .

* * * * * * * * * * *
CHAPTER  20.  Read the verses.  Fill in the blanks and answer the following questions.
Read verses 1-2.  Now on the _____ ___ of the week ____ __ ______ came to the 
____ _____ , while it was still ____ .  And she saw that the _____ had been 
_______ from the _____ .  So she ran and went to _____ _____ , and to the 
other _______ , whom Jesus _____ , and told them, “They have _____ ____ my 
Lord out of the ____ , and we don’t know where they have ___ ____ !”
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Read verses 3-7.  Then ______ and the other ________ went out, heading for the 
____ .  Now the two were _______ _______ , and the other disciple ______ 
_____ and got to the _____ _____ .  Stooping down, he saw the _____ ________ 
lying there, but he did not go in.  Then, following him, came _____ _____ .  And he 
went into the _____ and saw the _____ ________ lying there, but the 
__________ which had been on ____ ____ was ______ ___ in a ________ 
_____ by itself, not lying with the _____ _________.

Why is it so important that John tells us about the handkerchief that had been covering Jesus head?
The folded handkerchief or napkin is very important in the Jewish culture.  Even Jewish children knew what it meant.

When the servant set the dinner table for the master he made sure that it was exactly the way the master wanted it to be.  The servant would not touch the table again until the master was finished.  
When the master was finished eating he would rise from the table, wipe his fingers and mouth, screw the napkin up in a ball and toss it on to the table.  This was the sign for the servant that the master was finished.

But if the master got up from the table, folded his napkin and put it beside his plate, the servant would not dare touch the table because the servant knew that the folded napkin meant, “I’m not finished yet, I’m coming back!”

So what do you think Peter knew when he saw the folded handkerchief?
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Read verses 8-10.  So then the other _______ , who had reached the ____ ____ , 
went into the _____ .  And he _____ and ________ .  For they did not yet _____ 

___ _______ , that He had to _____ _____ ___ _____ .  So the ________ went 
_____ _____ .

Now that John saw the folded handkerchief, because he also knew what it meant, he knew that he would see Jesus again but they did not know when.
Often we are told how to do something but we don’t really know how to do it until we try for ourselves.  Jesus talked with His disciples about His death and resurrection and these things were written in the Old Testament.
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But the disciples did not understand what was happening to Jesus.  When they see Him again then they will understand and believe all that they have read and all that Jesus taught them.  Read Luke 24:44-45.
Read verses 11-13.  But _____ stood ________ , opposite the tomb, _______ .  
Then, as she was _______ , she stooped to look into the _____ .  And she saw 
____ ______ in white _______ there, one at the _____ and one at the _____ , 
where _____ _____ had been _____ .  And they said to her, “ ______ , ___ ___ 
___ ______ ?”  “Because they have ______ _____ my Lord,” she told them, “and I 
don’t know where they have ____ ____ .”
Read verses 14-16.  And having said this, she ______ ______ and saw _____ 
standing there.  But she did not know that it was _____ .  “ _______ ,” _____ said 
to her, “ ____ ____ ____ _______ ?”  Who is it you’re ______ ___ ?”  Supposing 
that it was the ________ , she said to Him, “ ____ , if you have ________ ____ , 
tell me where you have ____ ____ , and I will ____ ____ _____ .”  _____ said to 
her, “ _____ !”  Turning around, she said to Him, “ _______ !”  (which means 
_______ ).

Discuss how you think Mary might have felt when she heard Jesus call her name?
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Read verses 17-18.  “Don’t _____ ___ ___ ,” Jesus told her, “since I have not yet 
________ ___ ____ _______ .  But go to ____ _______ and tell them, ‘I am 
_________ ___ ____ ______ and _____ ______ – ____ ____ and ____ ____.’”  
____ __ _______ went to report to the ________ that she had seen ___ ____ 
and He had told her _____ _____ .

Look at the way Jesus speaks in these verses.  “My brothers, My Father, My God, your Father, and Your God.”  Jesus is expressing a very personal relationship between His followers and His Heavenly Father.  In past Chapters we have read about Jesus calling God His Father in Heaven but now He has changed and He also calls God “your Father.”
Read Chapter 15:14-15.  What titles does Jesus give to His disciples in these verses?  Discuss what you think has changed that Jesus is now referring to God as “your God” and He is calling His disciples, “My brothers”?

What Jesus is saying to Mary is, “Don’t keep clinging to the earthly body.  My physical presence with you is no longer important.”  “I haven’t left for Heaven yet!  I’ll still be around for a bit longer.”  
Jesus had a special work for Mary.  Jesus asked Mary to report to the disciples what she had just seen.  Do you know, that is exactly what Jesus wants us to do?  
When we learn something new about God and Jesus or have a special experience in our lives that is given to us by God then He wants us to share that with other people.  This is the way other people get to know our God and our Saviour in the same way that we do.
Can you imagine how excited Mary would have been trying to tell the disciples that she had just seen Jesus and that He was alive!
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Read verses 19-20.  When it was ________ on that day, the _____ ____ __ ____ 
_____ , and the doors were ______ where the ________ were assembled for fear 
of the _____ , _____ came and ______ among them.  And He said to them, “ 
______ ___ ____ !”  And having said this He showed them His _____ ___ ____ 
____ .  So the ________ were _________ when they saw ____ ____.
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Discuss what is happening in these verses.  Look at the difference between how the disciples felt before Jesus came to them and how they felt when they realised it really was Jesus.  Read Chapter 14:27-29.  Also read Philippians 4:6-7.

Peace is a gift that Jesus gives to everyone who believes in Him as their Saviour.  
Why do you think Jesus showed His disciples His hands and His side?

Read verses 21-23.  Jesus said to them again, “ ______ ___ ___ !  Just as the 
______ ___ ____ ___ , I also ____ ___ .”  Having said this He ________ ___ 

_____ and said to them, “ _______ ___ ____ _____ .  If you ______ ___ ____ 
of any, they are ________ them; if you ______ ___ ____ of any, they are 
________ .”

Let’s link verses 21 & 22 together.  What did Jesus say to His disciples?  “Just as the Father has sent Me, I also send you.  Receive the Holy Spirit.”  Jesus told the disciples that He was sending them out in the power of the Holy Spirit because that is the way God the Father had sent Him out.  It would be a few more weeks before they actually received the Holy Spirit.  Read Acts 1:4-5 and 2:1-4.
Jesus then goes on in verses 23 to tell them what power they would have because of the Holy Spirit living within them.  It is the indwelling Holy Spirit that gives us the ability to serve God in the areas of ministry that He has given to us.
Read Acts 1:8.

Jews from every nation had gathered in Jerusalem to celebrate the Feast of Pentecost.  If the disciples were going to preach to them about Jesus, the disciples would need to preach in human languages they had never learned.   Read Acts 2:5-8.
Today we receive the Holy Spirit the moment we believe in Jesus as our Saviour.  When we believe in Jesus as our Saviour the Holy Spirit comes and lives inside us bringing with Him all the promises that Jesus has made to us and every power that Jesus had when He was here on earth.  Read Ephesians 1:13-2:7.

In verse Jesus was telling His disciples that as they went out spreading the good news of salvation throughout the world, they could honestly tell people who believed in that message that their sins were forgiven and that they had everlasting life that they could never lose.  

But they could also honestly tell people who did not believe that message that their sins were not forgiven and that they would stand before God condemned to hell.  Read Chapter 3:36 and Acts 10:39-44.
Read verses 24-25.  But one of the Twelve, ______ (called Twin), was not with 
them ____ _____ ____ .  So the other ________ kept telling him, “ ___ ____ 

____ ___ ____ !”  
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But he said to them, “If I ____ ____ the __________ in His _____ , put my 
______ into the __________ , and put my _____ into ____ _____ , __ ____ ___ 
_______ !”

Discuss Thomas’s reaction to the other disciples when they told him that Jesus was alive.  What 3 things did Thomas say he had to do before he would believe?
Read verses 26-29.  So after _____ ____ the ________ were _______ again, and 
______ was with them.  _____ came, even though the _____ ____ ______ , and 
______ among them.  And He said, “ _____ ___ ____ !”  Then He said to ______ , 
“Put your ______ here and observe ____ _____ .  Reach out your _____ and put it 
____ ____ ____ .  And don’t be ___________ but _________ !”  And ______ 
answered and said to Him, “ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ !”  “Because you have 
____ ____ ,” Jesus told him, “ ____ ____ _______ .  _______ are those who 
have ___ ____ , and yet have ________!”
Back in verse 25 we saw that Thomas had 3 things he wanted to do before he would believe that Jesus was alive.  
What were those 3 things?

We are not told that Thomas 
did any of these 3 things 
when Jesus appeared to him.  
When Thomas saw Jesus 
for himself, that was enough, 
for him to believe who Jesus 
really was. 

Discuss who you think Jesus 
is talking about in the 
second half of verse 29.

Read also Chapter 17:20.
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Read verses 30-31.  Jesus actually _________ many other __________ _____ 
in the presence of ____ ________ , which are not _______ in this _____ .  
But these are _______ so that you may _______ that _____ ___ ___ _____ , 
the Son of God, and that by ________ you may have ____ ___ ____ _____ . 
Why did John say that he chose the things that he wrote in this Book? 
* * * * * * * * *
CHAPTER  21:  Read the verses.  Fill in the blanks and answer the following questions.
Read verses 1-2.  After these things _____ _______ ______ _____ to His 
_______ by _____ _______ , and He revealed Himself in this way: 
_____ _____ , ______ ______ ____ , Nathanael from Cana of Galilee, Zebedee’s 
sons and two others of ____ _______ were together.

Lake Tiberias is another name for the Sea of Galilee.  Tiberias was the name of a city on the shores of the Sea of Galilee and so the Sea would sometimes be called Lake Tiberias.
From the time Jesus came back to life after He had been crucified until He went back up into Heaven He appeared many times to His disciples.  But, they never knew when or where He would appear to them.  He no longer was controlled by a human body.  

Before He was crucified Jesus had told His disciples that He would meet them in Galilee.  Read Matthew 26:31-32.  In Matthew 28:5-10 an angel and Jesus give the same message.
Why Galilee?  Galilee was home!  The disciples would have lots of great memories of time spent with Jesus in Galilee and after what they have experienced Jesus knew that this was the most peaceful place to spend time with His disciples after His resurrection.

Read verses 3-6  “I’m going _______ !”  ______ _____ said to them.  “We’re _______ _____ ____ ,” they told him.  Off they went and got into ____ _____ .  
Yet that ______ they caught _______ .  But when ________ had now come, 
______ stood on the ______ .  The disciples, though, ____ ____ _____ that it 
was Jesus.  “Boys”, Jesus said to them, “You don’t have any _____ , ___ ____ ?”  
“ ___ ,” they answered Him.  “Cast the net on the ______ _____ of the _____ ,” 
He told them, “and you’ll _____ _____ .”  So they did, and they were ______ ___ 
_____ it in because of the ______ _______ ___ _____ .
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Because seven of Jesus’ twelve disciples were fishermen they would often have been out at night in their boats trying to catch fish.  But, as often happens, the fishermen caught nothing.

Now Jesus is going to do something that will give them a clue as to who is standing on the beach.  What did Jesus tell His disciples to do?
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This is not the first time the disciples have seen this miracle performed by Jesus.  Read Luke 5:1-8.  Gennesaret is the name of a town on the shore of the Sea of Galilee so the Sea would sometimes be called, the lake of Gennesaret.
Read verses 7-9  Therefore the _______ _____ _____ ______ said to ______ , 
“ ____ ____ _____ !”  When Simon Peter heard that it was ____ _____ , he put 
on his ______ _______ (for he was _______ ), and ______ ____ ____ _____ .  
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But the other disciples came in the _____ , dragging the ____ _____ _____ (since 
they weren’t far from _____ , but about 100 yards off).  So when they got out on 
_____ they saw a _______ ____ ready, with _____ lying on it, and ______ .  
100 yards is just over 90 meters.

When the disciples started pulling in that net with so many fish, John [the disciple Jesus loved] recognised it was “the Lord” because this was not the first time they had seen Jesus perform this miracle.
Take special notice of what Jesus has set up for them on the beach.  We will see soon why this is very important.  

Read verses 10-11.  Bring some of the _____ you’ve just ______ ,” Jesus told 
them.  ______ _____ went up and _______ the ____ onto the _____ , full of 
______ _____ – ____ of them.  And even though there were so many, the ____ 
____ ____ _____ .  

There must be something important about the number of fish for John to mention the exact number.  It is thought that the fish were from all different kinds, showing the variety of fish in the Sea.  
Because Jesus had told His disciples that they would become “fishers of men” this could have been a sign for them that they would go into all the world and bring people of every nation to know Jesus as their Saviour.  Read Matthew 13:47 and Mark 1:17.
Read verses 12-14.  “Come and have _________ ,” Jesus told them.  But none of 
the ________ dared ask Him, “ ____ ____ ____ ?” because they knew it was 
____ _____ .  So Jesus came and took the
______ and gave it to them, and 
likewise the _____ .  
This was now the _____ _____ Jesus 
appeared to His ________ after He was 
______ _____ ____ _____ .

The disciples have seen Jesus use bread and fish in a meal on the shores of the Sea of Galilee before.  Do you remember when that was?  Read Matthew 14:15-21.
Do you remember the last time Peter stood by a charcoal fire?  

Read Chapter 18:17-18.
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Peter denied Jesus 3 times before a charcoal fire and now before a charcoal fire Jesus restores Peter and gives him his future ministry.  And what is the big question that Jesus keeps asking Peter, “Do you love Me?”  “Am I more important in your life than anything else?”  And Jesus asks us the same questions.
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Read verses 15-17.  So when they had eaten breakfast, Jesus asked ______ _____ 

“______ , son of Jonah, ___ ____ ____ ____ more than these?”  “____ , _____ ,” 
he said to Him, “You know that ____ _____ ___ ____ .”  “ _____ ___ _____ !” He 
told him.  A second time He asked him, “ ______ , son of Jonah, ___ ____ _____ 
____ ?”  “ ____ , _____ ,” he said to Him, “You know that ___ _____ ___ ____ .”  
“ _______ ____ _____ !” He told him.  He asked him the third time, “______ , son 
of Jonah, ____ ____ _____ ___ ____ ?”  _____ was _______ that He asked him 
the third time, “ ____ ____ _____ ___ ____ ?”  And he said to Him, “Lord, You 
know _________ !  You know that ____ _____ ___ ____.”  “_____ ____ _____ !” 
Jesus told Him. 
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Read Mark 16:7.  Jesus wanted to make sure that Peter knew he was forgiven for denying Jesus.  

Three times Jesus asks Peter, “Do you love Me?”  This would have been a painful reminder to Peter of the 3 times he had denied Jesus.   Jesus gives Peter 3 responsibilities in his ministry.  What were those three things?
___________ ________________ ______________

Read 1 Corinthians 13:1-8a.  Love should be the motivation for everything that we do, love for God and our Saviour Jesus Christ and love for one another.  Peter was given a great responsibility to care for those who belonged to Jesus, His sheep.  
Even though Peter had deserted Jesus when He needed him the most, Jesus knew that Peter was the best man for the job.  Failure in never the end!  It is just the beginning to a whole new relationship with Jesus.

       

Read verses 18-22.  “ _____ , ____ , I tell you:  When you were ______ you used 
to fasten your ____ and ____ wherever you ______ .  But when you ____ ___ you 
will stretch out your _____ and someone else will _____ __ ____ around you and 
_____ you where you ____ ____ ___ ___ ”.  In saying this He was indicating the 
kind of _____ by which he would ______ ____ .  After saying this, He told him, 
“ ______ ___ !”  Then _____ turned around and saw the disciple whom _____ 
_____ following, the one who had leaned against His ______ at the ______ and 
asked, “Lord, who’s the one that’s going to ______ ____ ?’  When _____ saw him 
he said to Jesus, “But Lord, ____ _____ ___ ?”  “If I want him to ______ ____ 
__ ____ ,” Jesus told him, “ ____ ___ ____ ___ ____ ?  You _____ ___ !”

Jesus wanted Peter to understand that there was a price to pay for following Him.  The phrase, “stretch out your hands”, was commonly used in the ancient world to refer to crucifixion.  So Jesus was telling Peter how he was going to die.  Although Peter suffered persecution, imprisonment and beatings it would be another 30 years before he died.

To follow Jesus means that we must give Him His rightful place in our lives.  He is King of Kings and Lord of Lords.  To follow Jesus means seeking His will for direction in our lives and then submitting to His will whatever that might be and wherever He might lead us.  To follow Jesus means obeying His commands.
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Following Jesus does not give us an easy or trouble free life or a pain free death.  Read Hebrews 11:36-37.

Peter and John were very different to each other but God used them both.  Peter was the natural leader of the group.  In the early days Peter often spoke when he should have held his tongue and thought more carefully before he said or did anything.  But after Jesus returned to Heaven Peter had a boldness to stand and preach salvation through Jesus Christ in spite of the persecution he received.

John on the other hand was quieter and withdrawn.  In the early days John and his brother James were called “the sons of thunder” by Jesus.  But John often referred to himself as “the disciple whom Jesus loved.”  

In the early years of their ministry Peter and John often worked together.  
So when Peter wanted to know what was going to happen to John, Jesus basically told Peter, “It’s none of your business.  You just need to trust Me.”
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Read verses 23-25.  “So this ______ spread to the ________ , that this _______ 
would ___ ___ .  Yet Jesus had not told him that he would ___ ___ , but, “ ___ __ 
____ ___ ___ _____ till I come, what is that to you?”  This is the ________ who 
_______ to these things and _____ ____ ____ ; and we know that his 
_________ ___ ____ .  Yes, there are also many _____ _____ that _____ ___ , 
which, if they were written ____ ___ ____ , I don’t suppose even the _____ itself 
could ______ ___ _____ that would be ______ !  Amen.

John wants us to understand that Jesus is coming back.  The question for is, “Will we be ready”.
Go back and read what John said in Chapter 20:31.  Write out the verse in the scroll on the next page.

* * * * * * * * *
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Discuss the following:

- What things have you have learned through the study of the Gospel of John.  
- What has especially helped you to understand more about God and Jesus?

- How has this study helped you to understand more about God’s plan for your
  life?

- What changes do you think you need to make in your life so that you can

  have the boldness of Peter and John? 

* * * * * * * * * *
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Teachers in one part of China received the following instructions.  The teachers were told that if any of their students broke one of the new rules the whole school would be punished. 





Rules:  No student is ever allowed to go into a church.  No student should have any Christian beliefs.  No student is allowed to talk about any Christian beliefs to anyone else.  





Workplace bosses were also told to reduce the pay of Christian workers to try to stop them from going to church and practicing their Christian beliefs.





Discuss how you would react if this happened here.
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Jesus is the Passover Lamb…
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The menorah is a special candlestick that was the only source of light in the tabernacle.  You can read about the menorah in Leviticus 24:1-3.  


Compare this passage of Scripture with Matthew 4:16 and John 1:4-9.
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Read verses 40-42.  


Discuss whose testimony about Jesus the people remembered.  





Think back to some of the things you remember that John had told the people about Jesus.  





Read John 1:26-27, 1:29-34, 3:25-35. 








* * * * * * * * * * *
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